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“25

I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the Advocate, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and
remind you of all that I have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give
to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled,
and do not let them be afraid”
John 14: 25-27

Greetings and salutations to all! Many of you have asked about this and I shared about it
in a bible study class during Sunday school – yet another reason why everyone should attend!!
But I realized not everyone was there so I thought I’d share again. The question someone
asked is about the prayer I say at the beginning of my sermon. I’ve been mixing it up lately,
but my “go to” prayer before I preach is: “Lord, hide me behind your cross today, that I may
somehow be a dim reflection of your grace, hope, mercy and love for your people. Amen.” If
I’m being truly honest, I can’t take full credit for this prayer. I can’t remember his name right
now, but there was a preacher I would listen to every Sunday while driving to church and he
would open his sermons with the same words. I began thinking about what it meant and how I
could personally make this a part of my life. At the time, I was still wrestling with the idea of
going to seminary but mostly just in a lot of personal prayer as I discerned my call to ministry.
As I began to really think about it, I “Googled” the first words and found out that there is an
older, southern song called, “Hide me behind the cross”. The chorus says this:
“Hide me behind the cross, Where my gains become as loss.
And only Your glory is in view. Your power will be revealed
The more that I am concealed. Hide me behind the cross
So the world sees only You”.
I realized after reading those words that that is exactly what I wanted from the
hearers of my message. I want others to be drawn to Christ and I have to constantly remind
myself when I step into the pulpit that it is NOT ABOUT ME, but ALL about Christ. I truly
believe that this is the inspiration that can only happen through the work of the Holy Spirit
working through me. I say this same prayer before I write sermons too. Sometimes, they
come out OK, other times, it is a struggle to come up with something that will make sense. I
suppose that’s why I always or somewhere in my sermon share a personal story. I believe my
personal story helps me connect with others. Not to toot my own horn, but I have always
believed that personal story, even the bad stuff, helps us connect to others. That is after all
what life is about- one story after another. My story is just one snippet in God’s great plan
and it is the work of the Holy Spirit infused in my story that helps us understand how the Holy
Spirit works in all things. I further believe it is the work of the Holy Spirit that reminds us
daily of our important mission in this world. We are called to love one another and lift one
another up. Sometimes we do that through our own personal stories and other times by simply
speaking the truth in love to one another. The Holy Spirit is our advocate and the one who
inspires us to do all we do. It is a task that only God can do within us. We would do well to
remember that in all we say and do. Because maybe there is someone you know whose Spirit
needs to be inspired by YOUR story, by YOUR presence. Maybe today, we remember to all
“hide behind the cross” and allow God to be first in our lives so that we can truly allow the
work of the Holy Spirit to be visible to others through us.
As we approach Holy Week, be sure to invite friends and family to attend. Don’t forget
we will once again join with hundreds of others in our community to do the “Walk to Calvary”
using the hike and bike trails from First United Methodist all the way to ILC beginning at noon
Continued on page 2…...
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Continued from page 1….
on Good Friday. As we all walk together and enter into Holy Triduum (i.e. the three days
leading to Easter), I pray that we all be reminded that hiding behind our metaphorical crosses
of life is not a bad place to be. The cross is always our reminder of all God did for us through
Christ by the work and power of the Holy Spirit. May the light of Easter dawn be our focus
this Easter season and always!
Trying to remain hidden behind the cross of Christ,
Rev. Rosalina Rivera
Tired and Retired had thirty-two present in March. The theme was Irish, shamrocks, gold

coins, leprechauns. The UP participants showered the tables with these. Songs by the Day
School included "Jesus Loves Me', Itsy Bitsy Spider" and "Baby Bumblebee". Thanks to all of
you. The door prizes were won by Marilyn Lorfing (birthday), Maureen Mallon and Dana Leary.
Bob Tanner, our speaker, spoke on the Long Term Planning/Vision for Immanuel. He is the
council representative on that committee. He has asked Dorothy Warren to be the liaison
from Tired and Retired.
We would like to see you at the next potluck, Wednesday, April 12th at 11:30 a.m. We will be
recognizing the following April birthdays: Billie Becker, Howard Biar, Sammie Biar, Verline
Bohls, Cynthia Bradley, Scott Casper, Rhondalee Donovan, Carla Feller, Janet Glenn, Mark
Hardi, Mark Hodgson, Debra Kasper, Tom Kesselring, Irene King, Charles Kuempel, Robert
Lane, Carrie Lemke, Sally Nicholas, Gladys Pfluger, Cherryl Porter, Kenneth Powell, Jimmy
Reed, Betty Reinhardt, Bonnie Sassman, Amy Singer, Edward Volek, Debra Wiederhold,
Roselind Wieland, Margaret Wodrich, Bernice Zreet.
Women
Of The
ELCA

Lutheran World Relief Ingathering

Tuesday, April 18th — 9:00am – 1:00pm
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Churches from the following are invited to bring their LWR boxes:
ELCA Capital North and South Conferences
The Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod – LCMS
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ –LCMC
North American Lutheran Church – NALC
PLEASE COME HELP US LOAD THE TRUCK
Contacts:
Janelle Hebbe — Sharion Tanner — Church office
512-251-4007
512-990-9645
512-251-4494
The theme for the Heritage House Museum calendar for 2018 is the military. We are
accepting pictures and service information for those serving through the Vietnam Conflict,
1975. Pictures should be of individuals who live or have lived in Pflugerville. The deadline for
receiving pictures and info is April 10th. We would like to get the photos through an email
attachment commonly used. Email to janelle@sbcglobal.net. If you wish your photo to be
scanned, please contact one of the following: Janelle Hebbe 512-251-4007; Gladys Weiss
512-251-4223; Gloria Kuempel 512-251-4362.

Birthday Celebration!!

Gladys Pfluger and her family invite you to join them in celebrating
Glady’s 90th birthday on Sunday, April 30th at Pfluger Hall. Lunch will
be served at 12:30 with fellowship before & after. No gifts please!!
2017 Immanuel Lutheran Church Golf Tournament – May 21st at Star Ranch. Visit
www.ilcgolf.weebly.com for details and to register. The annual golf tournament continues to
supply funds for the Luther Priem Bible Fund and the Collin Lovett Scholarship Fund.
Register early for the best deal!!
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Please join us this year for the "Walk to Calvary" on Good Friday, April 14th at noon,
meeting on the lawn of First United Methodist Church on Pecan Street. We hike the
trail up to Immanuel's cemetery pausing for scripture and prayer. This is a meditative
time for the churches of the Pflugerville community. Last year at least ten different
churches participated. Everyone is then invited to join us for fellowship and
refreshments. How can you help? Walk with us, pray for the event and those who
participate, and/or help with refreshments for 100 people. A sign-up sheet will be in
the lower narthex. We need kitchen helpers, food for fruit, vegetable and cheese
trays, chips, dips and cookies. Most of all we need you to greet our visitors as they
snack, proving that ILC is a friendly, welcoming church. You provided so bountifully the
last two years I know you will do so again....making this walk, like our luminary, a true
gift to our community.
Holy Week and Easter Schedule!!
Palm Sunday – April 9th – Easter Egg Hunt @ Kuempel’s Farm
(immediately after late service)
Maundy Thursday – April 13th – Worship/Communion 10:00 a.m. in the Chapel
Worship/First Communion 6:30 p.m.
Good Friday – April 14th – Worship Service 10:00 a.m. in the Chapel
Tennebrae Service at 6:30 p.m.
“Walk to Calvary” – 12:00pm – Starts at 1st United Methodist Church
Easter Sunday – April 16th
Sunrise Service 7:00 a.m. (outside weather permitting)
Easter Breakfast served by High School Youth 8:00 a.m.
Family Worship Service 9:30 a.m.
Worship/Communion 11:00 a.m.
Wanted to say a big Thank You for all your prayers on
my behalf. My oncologist got the results of the bone
marrow biopsy and said the report was good My white
blood cell count read 5.7, the highest it's been in
years. As a result, I don't have to have infusions for a
while. I'll just go in once a month for lab work. Thanks
again for your prayers.
Randa Nowotny

Thank you to Pastor Tom for his visit
during my time in the hospital. I would
also like to thank all my friends at
Immanuel for thir cards and prayers.
I’m home now and doing much better.
Wilbert & Billie Becker

Immanuel Congregation:
My family appreciates everyone for the love and kindness shown to
Sharon as we laid her to rest. Thank you all so much for loving her as
much as we did while she was here and as much as we always will love her in
heaven.
The Searcy Family & Katie

Youth Spring Cleaning Fundraiser: 1st - 5th grade youth are having a
fundraiser and want you to get started on some spring cleaning! We will be
collecting household items and clothing starting April 9th and the last day will
be May 14th. Don't worry about how much or little you can donate, we will send
some happy kids to pick it all up from you! NOTHING will be dropped off or
stored at the church. Items not accepted, furniture, tvs, safety equipment
(bike helmets or car seats), weapons. Contact Shannon Schulze @ 512-9836727 or Stacy Mueller @ 512-924-8895.

Stewardship Committee: It was reported a few members did increase their giving
through Simply Giving. Too early to determine how the congregation will respond to the one
step approach. It was agreed the first Sunday of the month would be the best Sunday for
the continuing temple talks by committees and miniseries. April 2nd will focus on the
Fellowship Committee. Other committees and ministries will be contacted for the months
of May through December.
Food Pantry News for February
Number of clients assisted—100
Number of Family Members—370
New clients included—4
Pastors Fund assists—9

Official Acts:
Baptism: 3/19—Colton William Scott
Marriages: 3/11—Rose Khalil & Ryan Harold
3/25—Shelby Meredith & Daniel Mowry
Deaths: 3/5—Sharon Searcy
3/5—Dodie Hickman
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Mini-Treasurer's Report:
General Fund
Balance 02/22/2017
Income 02/23-03/24
Expenses 02/23-03/24
Balance 03/24/2017

$

8,424.05
60,625.74
- 57,138.61
$ 11,911.18

Loan BalanceComerica
$ 129,401.81
Loan Balance-First Texas
$ 200,000.00
Building Loan Account Balance 03/24 $ 38,898.67
Day School:
Balance 02/22/2017
Income 02/23-03/24
Expenses 02/23-03/24
Balance 02/24/2017

Anyone who wishes to make a
contribution to the church in
memory or honor of a loved one,
may choose from the following
funds:
New Building Loan Debt
Garden of Prayer/Labyrinth Fund
Cemetery Endowment Fund
Pre-Theological Fund
Technology Fund
Cemetery Fund
Food Pantry

$ 42,982.22
89,172.15
- 77,045.94
$ 55,108.43

April – 2017
Youth and Family Ministry Calendar:
April 5: Youth Host Lenten Soup/Sandwich Meal
*Contact Katie Wegner to sign up to help*
April 15 & 16: Easter Breakfast Set-up and Easter Breakfast
4/15: 4:00pm in Parish Hall, bowling to follow
4/16: 6:00am cook team, 7:30am everyone else, 8:00 serve
May 7th – ALL mission trip registration forms are due!!
Middle School: June 5-9, 2017, Arlington, TX
High School: June 25 – July 1, 2017, Colorado Springs, CO
Congregational: August 12-16, 2017, Galveston, TX

“Blue Star Prayers"
Our United States is defending Freedom in many parts of our world today. Please keep these
individuals and their families in your prayers.
Daylon Hethcock
Justin Steffek, Msgt.
Chase Bowden
US Navy
US Air Force
Serving in Iraq
Cyndi Motloch’s Grandson
Marie Randig’s Grandson
Paula Bowden’s Son
Dan Dye
Tx. National Guard
Pat & Jan Dye’s Son

SSG Larry Jameson
US Army
Bradley Jameson ‘s Father

Cole Elliott
US Navy
Yvonne Zimmer’s Grandson

Elliott Bo Burns, Maj.
US Army
Willie Mae Burns’ Grandson

Justin Hoffman, Lt. Col.
US Air Force
Bob & Patti Hoffman’s Son

Patrick Roberts, St/Sgt
US Air Force
Peggy Roberts’ Grandson

Michael Wayne Green, Capt.
US Marine Corp.
Wayne & Aileene Saegert’s Grandson

Michael Bradshaw
US Air Force
Glenn & Britta Herzog’s Grandson

Matthew R. Tiemann, Capt.
US Marine Corps
Rob & Carrie Tiemann’s Son

Johnathan Edwards
US Army
Beverly Wolff’s Grandson

Kelsey Westman, 2nd Lt.
US Army Reserves
Betty Wicklund’s Granddaughter
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I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. John 15:17
A COUPLE OF OUR FAVORITE QUOTES FROM MARCH:
"An X-ray is for when your head is broken or you have lost your mind." LeytonAnn (Penguins)
While using the potty, Cora told her teacher to give her some "Pirate Seed" - in other
words, some privacy. (Geckos)
In March, we have had lots of fun! Dr. Seuss Week, Western Day and St. Patrick’s Day
were some of our favorites. We celebrated the wonderful world of Dr. Seuss with crazy hair,
funny hats, mix and matched outfits, wacky animal print and lots of his imaginative and fun
books. We were also treated to a performance by Silver Thistle, a bagpipe band, on St.
Patrick’s Day – two of its members, our very own, Melinda Diemicke, and her fellow bandmate,
Doug, played some amazing music during chapel time that mesmerized the students! What a
treat! For Western Day, we had a special cowboy breakfast and a visit from a real-life cowboy.
We had lots of cute little cowboys and cowgirls and we had WANTED posters all around the
school – looking for the students who were dangerously cute. Spring Break came and went – a
lot faster than most wanted – but it was fun, nonetheless! The after-schoolers were at ILDS
full-time that week and they celebrated all things DIVERSITY – from skin tone, to culture, to
age, to gender. We talked about what makes us different and how we can embrace our
differences and we also talked about what makes us the same and how we can celebrate that!
The Sharks took field trips to the Play for All-Abilities Park in Round Rock and to Brookdale
Senior Center. It was a great week! Throughout the rest of ILDS, Spring Break brings low
numbers. So, it’s usually a quieter week for most classes, yet still tons of fun! To finish out
March, we also started our new enrichment program, Soccer Shots! This is a great program
that teaches soccer skill, confidence and character building over competition. The younger
kids play every Friday and the after-schoolers get to play on Tuesdays. Soccer Shots was
blown away by our response and participation rate – they said they’ve never had such an
awesome response!!! The kids love it so far!
Each month, ILDS has a staff meeting where we all get together to talk about important
topics, issues, etc. This is when we support each other, celebrate milestones and honor our
Employee of the Month. Over the past year, these employees have been honored with that
title: Starr Lawton (this month’s winner), Francy Diaz, Linda Casper, Diane Moellenberg, Ashley
Fougeron, Mariah Cavanaugh, Cleo Barbee, Pam Showels and Sandra Cherry. We have such an
amazing group of teachers so it’s hard to select one employee each month but it’s important to
show how much we appreciate tenderness, dedication, reliability, patience, helpfulness and a
focus on Jesus. We also try to have trainings at each staff meeting to remind the teachers
about how critical their role is for our future leaders. We’ve had staff from PfISD come out,
counselors, etc. This month, Mark Sassman connected us with Dave Murray. He is an
experienced trainer who brings so much positivity and motivation with his presentation. He
trained us on the acronym K.I.D.S. (Kindness, Imagination, Don’t Quit & Serving Others) – it
was exciting, inspirational and just what we needed to hear. So THANK YOU to Mark and Dave!
In early April, we’ll finish out our Spring Basket Fundraiser. This is usually one of our
biggest fundraisers and we always have fantastic baskets! We will sell tickets at ILC services
for a couple of weeks to share the opportunity with our congregation. Be on the lookout for
our beautiful baskets. We are also having a DAY SCHOOL SUNDAY at ILC on Sunday, April 2.
We hope to have a great turnout where the kids will sing and the day school families will
participate in our services. We hope to introduce more of our families to our awesome ILC
Family. The Penguin students will visit Brookdale Senior Living Solutions for an Easter Egg
hunt. They always look forward to this opportunity to connect with the residents. ILDS will
also host our own Easter Egg hunt on Thursday, April 13. Please come and join us. It’s always
so much fun to watch the kiddos hunt for eggs. Even better is Chapel services during the
Easter season – we LOVE telling the story of how Jesus died for us and rose again!
Also, please mark your calendars for a VERY BIG and EXCITING event! We are hosting
our 1st ANNUAL CARS FOR KIDS CAR SHOW on Saturday, April 29. For those of you with
super cool, vintage, tough or fast cars, it costs $20 to enter and we are giving trophies for
many categories! There will also be LOTS OF KIDS ACTIVITIES!! We’ll have food and
drinks for purchase and music, too. So, please plan on coming out and join in on the fun! We
hope to see lots of ILC folks that day.
Thank you for your continued prayers and support. From the book, Happy Dreamer,
“Dreamers have a way of bouncing back…AND MOVING FORWARD!” – we are blessed by God’s
goodness and grace and are so excited about the things to come! We are blessed with each day
here at ILDS and we never take that opportunity for granted.
Anchored in Christ,
Claudia Cardwell
Director of Day School Ministry
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Education
Ministry

APRIL
2017

Do you like to bar-b-que? When you do cook out do you marinate your meat first? It
seems like most marinades are for at least several hours and some for 24...really makes a
difference on the finished meal.
Recently I was looking for some scripture or verse on God’s purpose in your life and
came across this (which I’ve shared with church staff, Parish Ed committee & council already).
"We are obligated and motivated to study the Bible to understand God’s will for our
lives. The Bible forms the content of truth we seek to marinate our minds in."
Wow! Marinate our minds with God’s truth. Surely beats marinating it with worry, anger, sadness, lies, gossip, bullying, self pity, pride, hate, etc. How great our lives would be if
our minds were focused on His truth, always. What a difference it would make on our finish.
Something to think about!

VBS and Tougher than Nails Volunteers
VBS this year is going to be crazy! We are going to study
creative ways through building about God’s love for us.
If you are interested in volunteering for our 4 day program
(June 19th—22nd) please email susan@ilcpville.org and let her
know what you would like to help with. Tougher than Nails will
have the need for volunteers, too. SO many people love to
help with this area and we appreciate it, but will have to limit our volunteers to first to
respond.
Between both of the programs we need an excess of 50 volunteers. If you are flexible where
we place you, even better! It’s going to be a GREAT time...Hope you will join us!

ROBOT MANIACS

We are looking for a few ROBOT MANIACS (lego type) to help with demos during VBS
this year. If you have experience with this please let Susan Cox know (susan@ilcpville.org).
If you have experience, or supplies or actual robots that you are willing to share with
our students on one evening of VBS this year, we would greatly appreciate it!
Upcoming Dates:
April 1st
May 21st
June 19-22nd
September 10th
October 25th
November 16th
December 10th

Annual Women’s retreat to Waco
Teacher Appreciation—Last Day Sunday School for semester
Family Style VBS and Tougher than Nails
Rally Day
Trunk or Treat (and Spooktacular)
Merry, Martha & Me
Sunday School Christmas Program

Sunday School: Classes for Pre-School through adult. Join us at 9:45am every Sunday. Our
bulletin has the latest class topic and locations.
REACH,TEACH,EQUIP while we GATHER, GROW, & SERVE
For more information about this ministry please email susan@ilcpville.org
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Serving in April 2017
Acolytes
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

2: Sam & Madison Puryear (7:45) Hudson Mueller & Joshua Priem (11:00)
5: (Lent) Cody Dubes (6:30pm)
9: Taryn Bittick & Ethan Visness (7:45) Sam Robar & Veronica King (11:00)
13: (Maundy Thursday) Cody Dubes & Katie Krause (6:30pm)
16: (Easter) Julie Hodges & T.J. Odegaard (11:00)
23: Marah Kluge & Landon Self (7:45) Rex Kuempel & Allison Morris (11:00)
30: Joshua Priem & Hudson Mueller (7:45) Madison & Sam Puryear (11:00)

Elders for April: Larry Bradley (Early) Mark Sassman (Middle) Beverly Wolff (Late). (Please

contact them if you would like to assist with worship in April or go to http://bit.ly/ILCsignup to sign up
yourself.)

Readers
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

2: Pastor Rosy (7:45) Day School (8:30 & 11:00)
9: Candy Hansen (7:45) 1 needed (8:30) 1 needed (11:00)
13: (Maundy Thursday) 1 needed (6:30pm)
14: (Good Friday) 1 needed (6:30pm)
16: (Easter) Annyce Bohls (7:00) 1 needed (9:30) 1 needed (11:00)
23: 1 needed (7:45) Nikolas Hamilton (8:30) 1 needed (11:00)
30: 1 needed (7:45) 1 needed (8:30) 1 needed (11:00)

Communion Assistants
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

2: 1 needed (7:45) Day School (8:30) Grace Lin, Day School (11:00)
9: Candy Hansen (7:45) 4 needed (8:30) Grace Lin, 1 needed (11:00)
13: (Maundy Thursday) Grace Lin, 1 needed (6:30pm)
16: (Easter) Annyce Bohls, 1 needed (7:00) 2 needed (9:30) Acolytes (11:00)
23: 1 needed (7:45) Kristina, Nikolas, Sabastian Hamilton, 1 needed (8:30) Grace Lin, 1 needed (11)
30: 1 needed (7:45) 4 needed (8:30) 2 needed (11:00)

April Chapel Assistants
Early Service: Carlton & Marilyn Lorfing, Ralph Kirkley
Late Service: Lon Duke (2), Bruce Freudenberg (9), J.B. Marshall (16), 1 needed (23 & 30)

Altar Guild

Apr 2 & 9
Belia Cano, JoAnn VanBurkleo, Martha Sansom

Apr 26, 23 & 30
Bonnie & Mark Sassman, Sharion Tanner

Ushers
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

2: 4 needed (7:45) Day School (8:30) Day School (11:00)
5: (Lent) 2 needed (6:30pm)
9: 4 needed (7:45) 4 needed (8:30) 4 needed (11:00)
13: (Maundy Thursday) 4 needed (6:30pm)
14: (Good Friday) 4 needed (6:30pm)
16: (Easter) 2 needed (7:00) 2 needed (9:30) Janelle Hebbe, 1 needed (11:00)
23: 4 needed (7:45) Kristina, Nikolas, Sabastian Hamilton, 1 needed (8:30) Grace Lin, 1 needed (11)
30: 4 needed (7:45) 4 needed (8:30) 4 needed (11:00)

Children’s Message:
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

2: Claudia Cardwell (8:30 & 11:00)
9: Melissa Malinowski (8:30) Megan Freudenberg (11:00)
16: Pastor Tom & Pelly (9:30) Debbie Wiederhold (11:00)
23: Mike Maluschka (8:30) Megan Freudenberg (11:00)
30: Jennifer Hoffman (8:30) Debbie Wiederhold (11:00)

Flower Calendar
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

2:
9:
16:
23:
30:

Console Operators/Parish Hall Projectionist
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

2: Charles Mott (7:45) Rick Cox (8:30) Willard Hebbe (11:00)
5: (Lent) Brent Reeder (6:30pm)
9: Brent Reeder (7:45) Rick Cox (8:30) Charles Kleen (11:00)
13: (Maundy Thursday) Willard Hebbe (6:30pm)
14: (Good Friday) Matthew Krieg (6:30pm)
16: (Easter Sunday) Rick Cox (9:30) David Gifford (11:00)
23: Matthew Krieg (7:45) Rick Cox (8:30) Willard Hebbe (11:00)
30: Vera Gebert (7:45) Rick Cox (8:30) Charles Kleen (11:00)

Coffee Makers
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

2: Hal Kuempel
9: Mark Mueller
16: EASTER
23: Kristin Adix
30: Lon Duke

