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   17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above,  
   coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or 
   shadow due to change.      James 1: 17 

 

As I mentioned a few weeks ago in a sermon Fall is my favorite time of year.  It’s a time 
when my favorite clothing is worn- jeans and sweatshirts!  I love camping in the Fall when the 
air just seems more fresh.  And of course, it doesn’t hurt that as a kid we went from my  
favorite holiday of Halloween (what kid doesn’t love a holiday when candy is at the center of it 
all!!) to my now favorite holiday of Thanksgiving, because it’s the one time a year when I get to 
see all my family together in one place. It is truly a time to reflect and give thanks for all that 
God grants us.   

This past month I lead the church council in a bible study and I challenged them all to 
think about the things they were concerned or worried about for this next year.  Lots of 
things were mentioned.  Then I challenged them again to think about all that that has been  
accomplished this past year.  I hope most of you took the opportunity to attend the “Walk and 
Talk”.  It was a wonderful opportunity to really see all that God has blessed this congregation 
with. Sure we will continue to always worry about things but when we choose to focus on what 
has been given, we see that what has been given is really quite awesome! 

The word "Give" appears 921 times in the Bible, almost as many times as "Faith" (270), 
"Hope" (165), and "Love" (541) added together.  Mentioned more than any other subject in the 
Bible 2 times more than Heaven and Hell combined, 3 times more than love, 7 times more than 
prayer, 8 times more than belief, 17 of 38 parables mention giving.  It accounts for 15% of 
God’s Word and some 2,350 verses!  It goes without saying that we can then say that giving, 
therefore, is an expression of faith, hope, and love. 

Giving is a common theme as we enter a time to reflect on our church budget for this 
next fiscal year and especially as we approach the season of giving.  It is for this reason,  
Pastor Tom and I have made the decision to focus on this topic for much of the month of  
November.  On November 6th, All Saints Sunday, we will remember those who have passed away 
this past year in our congregation.  On this day we will also be offering a special Thanksgiving 
Litany of Prayer to pray for our nation as we quickly approach the election of our new  
President.  On November 13th, we will be giving “Thanks” for all those who have served in our 
military and their families who have sacrificed so much for the freedoms we all enjoy. On this 
day, we will be collecting needed items for the organization CenterPoint who services homeless 
vets in Travis county.  Look for the flyers around the church to see what is needed.  On  
November 20th, Christ the King Sunday, we will have a normal service this year however, we will 
have special emphasis on the efforts of our national church through ELCA Good Gifts and the 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee service organization who was recently informed that “Texas 
has pulled out of the US refugee resettlement program”. Each parishioner attending church 
that day will receive information on how you can help both organizations.  

We do indeed have many things to be Thankful for in our church.  It goes without saying 
that we rightfully should offer our thanks to our God who continues to empower us by the work 
of the Holy Spirit to share our gifts with others.  Sometimes this may seem like an  
overwhelming task but when our “thankfulness” enables us to do the work of the church for 
the sake of others- I think it’s all worth it! Thanks be to God! 
 

Always a servant, 
Pastor Rosalina Rivera 
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Tired and Retired met in October with 32 present. The Day School entertained with 
pumpkin songs, "BIBLE", "Father Abraham" and "Little Bitty Spider". Thank you so much. 
After a interactive Halloween reading by Pastor Rosy, announcements and door prizes we 
practiced our Christmas skit led by Annyce Bohls. Lots of fun. The birthday door prize 
was won by David Wodrich and others by Shirley Werchan, Jean Pfluger and Ruth  
Pfennig. 
  
Please join us on Wednesday, November 9th, at 11:30 am for another great potluck. We 
will be celebrating the following November birthdays: Maria Appelhans, Larry Bradley, 
Denise Dearing, ElNora Estes, LaDell Freudenberg, Angeline Fritsch, Michael Hansen, 
Bertha Hill, Raymond Kaatz, Andy Koester, Janet Kusano, Alvin Luedecke, John Mecey, 
Camille Miller, Vernagene Mott, Susan Murphy, Bob Nicholas, Stanley Pfeil, Doris Preusse, 
Wilford Preusse, Jeffrey Reeb, Mickey Reichenbach, Harry Richter, Fred Scott, Frank 
Simon, Lorene Smith, Faye Steger, Lee VanBurkleo, Kay Weiss, Marilyn Weiss,  
Olivia Williamson. 
 
 
Women  
of the  
ELCA 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pflugerville Pfall Pfest Baked Goods Sale is Saturday,  November 1 9th from 
9:00am to 4:00pm at the Pflugerville Parks & Recreation Department, 400 Immanuel 
Road.  All Immanuel women are invited to participate.  Your donation of baked goods 
brought to the Immanuel table will help benefit WELCA and their many ministries. 

Christmas Choral Concert: “Drive A Senior” will present its annual Christmas  
Concert on Sunday, December 18th at 6:30pm.  The concert will be held at St John 
Vianney Catholic Church, 3201 Sunrise Rd, in Round Rock.  Please join us for an  
evening of seasonal music performed by area church choirs. 

Thank you from the Prayer Shawl Ministry for your continued support of this  
ministry and especially for the positive reception of the recently added  
crochet-edged fleece items! Our next meeting will be on Saturday, Nov. 12th at 
9:00am in the lower narthex. All are welcome as we gather to work on service  
projects or share our blessings. Please contact Bonnie Sassman at 512-680-8094 
or bsassy55@aol.com for more information. 

 The Craft Circle will be participating in four craft shows this fall:  
The Holiday Bazaar at Clay Madsen Recreation Center, Round Rock, Saturday, Nov. 12th  
Leander High Craft Market, Leander High School, Saturday, Nov. 19th  
Pflugerville Pfall Pfest, Recreation Center, Saturday, Nov, 19th  
Holiday Extravaganza & Breakfast with Santa, Hendrickson High School, morning of Sat., 
Dec. 3rd  
 Since during this time we will reduce our display at church, we hope you can come by 
our booth and see what we have to offer.  As always, all of the money we get from the sale 
of our crafts goes to the purchase of personal care items such as laundry detergent, soap,  
toothpaste, etc., and/or seasonal food items as requested  for patrons of our church food 
pantry.  Thank you for your support of this mission. 

Mark Your Calendars—November 20th will be our annual Community Thanksgiving  
Service! This year it will be hosted by Pflugerville’s 1st United Methodist Church at 
7pm.  The offering will go towards the Pflugerville Pastor’s fund.  Hope to see you all 

Luminary: A Christmas Journey:  Immanuel’s annual Christmas Luminary is quickly  
approaching.  This year’s event will be December 10 & 11 from 6:30-8:30PM.  We will need 2 
groups of volunteers each night to fill the 10 scenes depicting the Christmas story.  It takes 
many, many participants to make it a success.  There’s a place for everyone:  scene  
characters, set-up/take-down scenes, collect cedar branches, babysitters, food  
preparation...  Be watching for sign-up sheets in November.   

mailto:bsassy55@aol.com
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We would like to express our sincere thanks and appreciation to the 
WELCA circle that provided the meal following the celebration of 
life service for our father and grandfather, Mervyn Krause. Thank 
you for your love and support as we grieve our loss but also celebrate 
the promise of the resurrection!  

The Krause Family 

Mini-Treasurer's Report:  
General Fund 
Balance 09/24/2016                                    $           2,334.47 
Income 09/24-10/22                                              47,854.00 
Expenses 09/24-10/22                                       -   51,369.26 
Balance 10/22/2016                                     $    - (  1,180.79) 
  
Loan Balance (Comerica) 10/22/2016         $   194,175.91 
Sanctuary/Roof Loan (First Texas Bank)   $ 200,000.00 
Balance Loan Checking Account Balance    $  108,488.07   
 
Day School: 
Balance 09/24/2016                                        $    4,127.63 
Income 09/24-10/22                                           67,191.58 
Expenses 09/24-10/22                                      - 75,441.17 
Balance 10/22/2016                                        $- ( 4,121.96)  

Anyone who wishes to make a  
contribution to the church in 
memory or honor of a loved one, 
may choose from the following 
funds: 

New Building Loan Debt 
Garden of Prayer/Labyrinth Fund 

Cemetery Endowment Fund 
Pre-Theological Fund 

Technology Fund 
Cemetery Fund 

Food Pantry 
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“Blue Star Prayers" 
Our United States is defending Freedom in many parts of our world today.  Please keep these  
individuals and their families in your prayers. 
Daylon Hethcock    Justin Steffek, Msgt.    Chase Bowden 
US Navy     US Air Force      Serving in Iraq 
Cyndi Motloch’s Grandson   Marie Randig’s Grandson      Paula Bowden’s Son   
  

Dan Dye     SSG Larry Jameson     Cole Elliott 
Tx. National Guard    US Army      US Navy 
Pat & Jan Dye’s Son               Bradley Jameson ‘s Father     Yvonne Zimmer’s Grandson  
 

Elliott Bo Burns, Maj.   Justin Hoffman, Lt. Col.    Patrick Roberts, St/Sgt 
US Army     US Air Force      US Air Force 
Willie Mae Burns’ Grandson    Bob & Patti Hoffman’s Son                Peggy Roberts’ Grandson   
 

Michael Wayne Green, Capt.   Michael Bradshaw     Matthew R. Tiemann, Capt.  
US Marine Corp.    US Air Force      US Marine Corps 
Wayne & Aileene Saegert’s Grandson  Glenn & Britta Herzog’s Grandson    Rob & Carrie Tiemann’s Son   
        

      Johnathan Edwards 
      US Army 
      Beverly Wolff’s Grandson 

Changes to the ELCA model Constitution were made at the Church-wide Assembly in 
August.  The primary changes relate to the merging of lay rosters for various Diaconal 
Ministers and Associates in Ministry into a single roster titled Ministers of Word and 
Service.  Ordained pastors are designated as Ministers of Word and Sacrament.  The 
ILC Council will review the changes at its November meeting and determine whether to 
recommend the amendments for approval at the January 29 annual meeting.  If the 
changes are recommended by the Council, a town hall meeting will be scheduled prior to 
the annual meeting to explain the rationale and answer questions.  No other local  
amendments will be considered.  The 2016 changes to the model constitution may be 
viewed at www.elca.org , or a printed copy may be requested from the church office. 

From the Youth & Family Ministry Office… 
 

 
On behalf of all students in 6th -12th grade and parents, THANK YOU for your support of 

our young people and their BBQ Chicken Fundraiser. We sold about 470 plates and our 10% 
tithe went to support the Backpack Pfriends ministry and Special Olympics of Pflugerville. The 

remainder of the profit, of course, goes back to directly support our young people and their 
mission trips, summer camp, and youth gatherings. A HUGE thank you to the Holy Smokers for 
all of their time and energy cooking the chickens – as always, it was delicious! We’ll be back 

next fall!! 
 

<>< Live, serve and love boldly! 
Katie Wegner, 
Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
 
 

November – 2016 
Youth and Family Ministry Calendar: 

 
Each Sunday at 9:45am – Sunday School for 6th – 12th grades in the Youth Room 

**No Sunday School November 20th – Happy Thanksgiving!!** 
 

November 6: Out to Lunch – 12:00pm – 2:00pm, meet in the youth room 
 

November 11-13:  Middle School Synod Youth Gathering 
 

November 15:  Barron Elementary Thanksgiving Meal 
Email Katie if you’d like to help serve 

**This is the monthly service project for youth ministry** 
 

November 20:  Community Thanksgiving Service at Pflugerville United Methodist 
 

Save these dates: 
**Mark your calendars now** 

High School Synod Youth Gathering: February 10-12, 2017 

http://www.elca.org/
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 This past weekend my mother’s cousins from Sweden came to visit.  Since this was 
their first visit to Pflugerville of course I wanted to show them my church.  As we walked 
around the property and building they kept asking me how we could afford such a large  
facility.  They asked if we had membership dues or if we received money from the state as 
the Swedish Lutheran church had until recently.  I told them no.  We have built and  
maintain everything through the free will offerings.  This has been true from the very  
beginning when the founding families first met to worship and continues to be true today.  
Just look at the basement.  We spent some treasure to pull up the old carpet, seal the  
concrete, and buy some area rugs.  Then the talented members of the education committee 
came up with a theme and creative decorating projects.  Finally, several members donated 
their time on a Saturday to put it all together and continue to donate their time each  
Sunday to engage our youth in their faith. 
 As we begin creating our 2017 budget it is important to remember how intertwined 
our offerings of time, talent and treasure are balanced.  For years now we have enjoyed and 
appreciated the gift of time and talent Joe Williams has given us in maintaining our grounds 
while asking for very little treasure in return.  Now Joe has decided to take a well earned 
retirement.  However, with no one else offering their time and talent, the budget allocated 
to maintaining our grounds will need to increase.  Every year the budget reflects this is the 
balancing act between our free will gifts of time, talent, and treasure that is needed to 
maintain and grow ILC. 
 The ILC General Fund budget process begins in September and October with the 
staff and committees gathering their estimated expenditures, and if applicable income, for 
2017.  All of this information is due to be sent to me by this Tuesday, October 18th, so I 
can begin the work of consolidating it into the General Fund budget.  I start by adding up 
all the expense budget line items.  I then calculate our 2016 actuals using the year to day 
actual expenditures to look for any changes.  If there are any significate changes I ask  
additional questions to ensure I understand the purpose and need of any proposed changes.  
Next I work on the income side.   
 For some of the income lines, like the ILC Day School contribution and Gym Rentals, 
I use historical data or estimated values from the applicable committee.  However, the  
majority of our funding comes from the Regular Offering Income line.  I begin by setting 
this value based by calculating our 2016 actuals.  Then I evaluate the entire budget to see 
if we balance.  Most likely on the first run, the budget will not balance.  This is where the 
hard part begins.  The question becomes how much of an increase in giving can we  
reasonably request or what expense requests can be reduced or eliminated.  After a lot of 
thought and prayer, I document any alterations I have made to the requested budget 
amounts, and prepare a balanced first draft with my recommendations to present to the 
council during our November meeting. 
 During our November council meeting, the council reviews the budget draft.  At the 
meeting, the council discusses the options to ensure the income and expenses balance and 
as accurately as possible reflects the financial needs of ILC.  Usually, based on these  
discussions I make the updates and bring back the next version to the December council 
meeting.  At that time we have any final discussions necessary and approve the budget to 
move on for the full congregational vote at the annual meeting in January.  As with last 
year, I again plan on having a meeting in mid-January to discuss the final proposed budget.  
I hope this meeting is as helpful to the congregation as it is to me to get at giving us time 
to discuss in-depth the final budget. 
 If you have any questions please feel free to contact me or any one of your church 
council members.  Your church council and I thank you for all the different ways you  
support our ministry here at Immanuel with your unique gifts.  I enjoy seeing every day the 
new ways our combined free will offerings of time, talent, and treasure come together in 
our shared mission to gather and worship, grow in the word, and serve God by serving  
people. 
 

Thank-you and Blessings,  
Elizabeth Arndt Official Acts: 

Baptism: 9/25 — Carson Allen Schwerdtfeger 
Marriages: 10/8 — Courtney Jean Newberg 
                     Zachary Bradley Peters 
                  10/22 — Casey Lashelle Loeve 
                                 Russell Blake Rhodes 
Affirmations: 10/30 
June Eickbusch 
Noel Eickbusch 
Tony and Rose Harnsberry 
Matthew and Kathryn Hudson 
Tim and Alayna Kunze 
Stephanie Lovato-Gronberg 
David Odegaard 
Alaina Teller 

Food Pantry News for September 
Number of clients assisted—103 
Number of Family Members—345 
New clients included—10 
Pastors Fund assists—18 
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 Today I was trying to recall my first memory from “Thanksgiving”...For years my mom, 
dad and I drove from the East coast to central USA (Missouri) to celebrate the holidays with 
family.  One year my mom’s folks, brothers & sisters and nieces and nephews all drove from 
Missouri to Aberdeen, South Dakota where we had moved to...we had a blizzard, they ended up 
staying longer than anticipated.  All the kids thought it was great fun and the food with my 
grandmother, mom and aunts cooking was delicious...another year when I was a teen we  
remained in Tucson (my father was transferred, again) and went to some friends house 
(someone my father worked with and they weren’t traveling to family)...the most vivid memory 
was looking in the kitchen and seeing their cat eating the turkey that was taken out of the  
oven to cool before carving. (another reason besides my allergies that my mom never had a cat 
in her house).  More recently as I’ve grown up and had my own children my memories are of a 
bountiful dinner not just turkey, but sausage and ham and all the trimmings, several flavors of 
pies and more food than all of us could eat in one sitting, or two or three. All of us around the 
table together.  Several years we traveled to Llano to celebrate with my dad and stepmom .. 
Another addition to our tradition since my mom’s death in the 80’s..and the last couple of 
years we’ve added “fried” turkey to our tradition (and a baked one, too)...but not that it’s 
about the food (although our bounty has always overflowed) it’s about the family.  All of us in 
celebration together of all we have to be thankful for in His name and by His provision.  This 
year will be different.  Both Kimry and Amanda have been to and served in areas of the world 
where abundant and bountiful are foreign concepts.  They have both been without and served 
those who can’t even imagine what life would be like with too much food to eat or leftovers 
which lasted for days.   
 At this writing I’m wondering what God has planned for my children in future years of 
Thanksgivings and I begin to pray that our hearts are open to serving those who are forgotten 
and without and I pray that someday these children of God will understand His true meaning 
of abundant blessing in their lives.   
 This year our Sunday School Christmas Program will be held on December 11th during 
the middle service.  Our offering for the program will be asking our congregation to bring food 
for the backpack  ministry (a list will be in the bulletin).  For those of you wo don’t know we 
serve Ruth Barron School in Pflugerville ISD.  This school has 80%+ of the students in  
attendance who are eligible for free or reduced meals.  We provide backpacks for 40 of 
them...that leaves over 500 students who are hungry on the weekends and holidays. Staggering 
number!  If you can help in any way serve this ministry please let Kristin Adix know or the 
church office.  These aren’t kids like my daughters witnessed in Cambodia, Thailand and  
Romania.  These are kids here in our community living amongst all of us. 
 This year we are going to add something more to our Thanksgiving tradition...helping 
those who don’t know that God is filled with abundant blessings for them, too. 
 Happy Thanksgiving to you and yours!  May God bless you abundantly! 

REACH,TEACH,EQUIP while we GATHER, GROW, & SERVE 
For more information about this ministry please email susan@ilcpville.org 

Sunday School:  Do you feel like learning more about Jesus and what He has instore for 
you?  Join us at any of our 3 Adult Classes on Sunday mornings at 9:45a and bring your  
children (ages Pre-K through High School).  You’ll be glad you did! 

Upcoming Dates to Remember…. 
 November 17th   Merry, Martha & Me 
 November 27th  No Sunday School—Thanksgiving Holiday 
 December  11th      Sunday School Christmas Program 
 December 18th & 25th No Sunday School due to Christmas Holiday 

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you to the 34+ ladies from ILC and their friends who joined us at 
our Charming Charlie Chic event on October 17th.  With over $2000 in sales our Sunday 
School program will realize $200+ dollars (10% of the sales that evening from our ladies) to go 
towards things we need in our program.  It was an AMAZING evening with FABULOUS ladies.  
I can see this becoming an annual event!   
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Serving in November 2016 
 
 
Acolytes 
Nov 6: Hudson Mueller & Veronica King (7:45) Allison Morris & Katie Krause (11:00) 
Nov 13: Rex Kuempel & MaKayla Leatherman (7:45) Sam & Madison Puryear (11:00) 
Nov 20:Sam Robar & Joshua Priem (7:45) Landon Self & Elena Swenson (11:00) 
Nov 27: Bryce Van Houten & Allison Thompson (7:45) Ethan Visness & T.J. Odegaard (11:00) 
 
 
 
 

Elders for November: Larry Bradley (Early) Melissa Malinowski (Middle) Steve Barczi (Late)   (Please 
contact them if you would like to assist with worship in November or go to http://bit.ly/ILCsignup to sign 
up yourself.)  
 
 
 

Readers 
Nov 6: Candy Hansen (7:45) Kristina Hamilton (8:30) 1 needed (11:00) 
Nov 13: Marie Davis (7:45) 1 needed (8:30) 1 needed (11:00) 
Nov 20: Annyce Bohls (7:45) 1 needed (8:30) 1 needed (11:00) 
Nov 27: 1 needed (7:45) 1 needed (8:30) 1 needed (11:00) 
 
Communion Assistants  
Nov 6: Candy Hansen (7:45) Kristina, Sabastian & Nikolas Hamilton, 1 needed (8:30) Grace Lin, 
 1 needed (11:00)  
Nov 13: Marie Davis (7:45) 4 needed (8:30) Becky Boyer, 1 needed (11:00) 
Nov 20: Annyce Bohls (7:45) 4 needed (8:30) Grace Lin, Janelle Hebbe (11:00) 
Nov 27: 1 needed (7:45) 4 needed (8:30) 2 needed (11:00) 
 
 

November Chapel Assistants 
Early Service: Carlton & Marilyn Lorfing, Ralph Kirkley   
Late Service: Lon Duke (6), Bruce Freudenberg (13), J.B. Marshall (20),  1 needed (27) 
 
 
 

Altar Guild 
Nov 6 & 13     Nov 20 & 27 
Kristin Adix & Courtney Emken  Cheri Murray, Dorothy Kraemer, Marie Davis 

 
Ushers 
Nov 6: 4 needed (7:45) Kristina, Sabastian & Nikolas Hamilton, 1 needed (8:30) 4 needed (11:00) 
Nov 13: 4 needed (7:45) 4 needed (8:30) 4 needed (11:00) 
Nov 20: 4 needed (7:45) 4 needed (8:30) 4 needed (11:00) 
Nov 27: 4 needed (7:45) 4 needed (8:30) 4 needed (11:00) 

 
Children’s Message: 
Nov 6: Pastor Rosy (8:30 & 11:00) 
Nov 13: Melissa Malinowski (8:30) Megan Freudenberg (11:00) 

Nov 20: Mike Maluschka (8:30) Debbie Wiederhold (11:00) 
Nov 27: Jennifer Hoffman (8:30) Megan Freudenberg (11:00) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Console Operators/Parish Hall Projectionist 
Nov 6: Peter Hayes (7:45) Rick Cox (8:30) Willard Hebbe (11:00) 
Nov 13: Matthew Krieg (7:45) Rick Cox (8:30) Charles Kleen (11:00) 
Nov 20: Brent Reeder (7:45) Rick Cox (8:30) David Gifford (11:00) 

Nov 27: Matthew Krieg (7:45) Rick Cox (8:30) Willard Hebbe (11:00) 

Coffee Makers 
Nov 6: Mark Mueller 
Nov 13: Kristin Adix 
Nov 20: Lon Duke 
Nov 27: Hal Kuempel 

Flower Calendar 
Nov 6: 
Nov 13: Altar—V. Weiss  
   Pedestal—Mott 
Nov 20: 
Nov 27: 

http://bit.ly/ILCsignup

