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   Happy New Year!  During this season of Christmas and Epiphany, may the 

   grace and peace of the Christ child fill your hearts with peace and joyful  

   anticipation of God’s gracious presence in the New Year.   

 

In this month of January, Renee and I will be traveling.  For months now we have looked  

forward with joyful anticipation to our trip to Germany.  We offer in advance our heartfelt 

thanks to the ILC Church Council and congregation for making this sabbatical possible.  Thanks, 

also, to Pastor Rosy, who will not only assume a heavier work load at Church, she will be  

house-sitting for us and caring for our furry children.  I am confident that our ILC family will 

give her all of the support she will need.  

 

Renee and I will surely have many stories to share upon our return.  We are traveling with a 

group of students from Wartburg Theological Seminary, led by Academic Dean, the Reverend 

Dr. Craig Nessan.  I won’t share every detail of our busy itinerary, but here’s an overview.   

 

On January 4 we fly out of Chicago to Berlin, then transfer to Wittenberg.  For nine nights we 

will stay at the ELCA Retreat Center, visit the Castle Church and Town Church; Luther Garden; 

meet vicars and professors of the Seminary in Wittenberg as well as Protestant sisters of a 

convent; attend lectures on church life in East and west Germany before and after the  

re-unification; a day trip to Leipzig (where J.S. Bach was Cantor; we’ll hear the St. Thomas 

Boy’s Choir); a day trip to Eisleben where Luther was born and died; a day trip to Torgau, 

where in 1544, Luther consecrated the Castle Church at Schloss Hartenfels as the  

prototypical Protestant worship space. 

 

Okay, I’ll spare further details until our return!  On Day 11, travel to Herrnhut; day 12, travel 

to Prague in the Czech Republic; day 14, travel to Flossenburg;  day 15, Munich; day 16,  

Neuendettelsau; day 17, Nuremberg; day 18, Eisenach and Wartburg Castle; day 19, Erfurt and 

Buchenwald; day 20, Halle; day 21, Berlin; day 22 (January 25), return flight to Chicago.   

 

Our Immanuel Lutheran Church family will be continually in our prayers, and we ask that you 

pray for us as well.  May Jesus, the eternal Love who was, who is, and who is to come reign in 

your home and family and school and workplace and in our church and community and state and 

nation and world in 2015. 

 

Pastor Tom 
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Tired and Retired enjoyed a nice Christmas party with thirty present. We heard the 

Day School sing Family Christmas Story, Away in a Manager and Hark the Herald Angels 

Sing which brought the house down! Lots of energy there. Pastor Rosy quizzed everyone 

with guessing which Christmas song matched a picture. A skit on advent was given by  

Barbara Bohls, Beverly Wolff, Becky Boyer, Gloria Kuempel and Janelle Hebbe. Pastor 

Tom led us in some Christmas carols. The birthday door prize was won by Dana Leary and 

the others by Dot Rounsavil and Ruth Pfennig.  
 

Here is hoping you all had a very Merry and Blessed Christmas and will celebrate a  

wonderful New Year. Please join us on Wednesday, January 14th for another potluck at 

11:30 am. We will be honoring the following January birthdays:  Brenda Bubert, Clifford 

Damstrom, Bonnie Epperson, Lana Forgy, Jennave Fuchs, Guy Gebbia, Donna Getz, Rosie 

Gilbert, Karolyn Graf, Janelle Hebbe, Pam Hebbe, Dodie Hickman, Rita Hodde, Mildred 

Huebel, C.J. King, Earl Klattenhoff, Jan Klattenhoff, Marilyn Kleen, Jerry Kusano, Carlton 

Lorfing, Steve Nastri,  Sandra Noton, Annabelle Paladino, Jean Pfluger, Sharon Rundberg, 

Carolyn Sladek, Elizabeth Springs, Dwayne Stockton, Noble Talley, Norman Weiss,  

Virginia Weiss, Dorothy Williams. 

           

 Women 

Of The  

ELCA 

During the month January and February 2015, the Women of the ELCA are asking for 

your help in collecting items for Lutheran World Relief Baby Care Kits.  The items  

included in a Baby Care Kit provide the basic items a mother needs to keep her baby 

warm and clean.  Baby Care Kits include the following items in sizes 6 – 24 months (Note:  
gently used, clean items (no stains or tears) can be substituted for new items) 
 Two lightweight cotton t-shirts (oneies can be cut and hemmed/serged to make a  
 t-shirt) 
 Two long or short sleeved gowns/sleepers without feet (top and pant sets may be  
 substituted for gowns/sleepers; sleepers with feet can be donated and cut the 
 feet off and sew the leg endings) 
 Two receiving blankets, medium-weight cotton or flannel, or crocheted or knitted with 

 lightweight yarn, up to 52" square 

 Four cloth diapers (visit www.lwr.org/babycarekits for instructions on how to make 

diapers from flannel or even a recycled t-shirt) 

 One jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood, or include a baby cap 

 Two pairs of socks 

 One hand towel, dark color recommended 

 Two bath-size bars (4 to 5 oz.) of gentle soap, in original wrapping 

 Two diaper pins or large safety pins 

More information about the Baby Care Kits is provided on posters around the church.  

Please place your donations in baskets located in the Lower Narthex/breezeway to the 

Parish Hall or in the WELCA room.  Thank you for helping the Women of the ELCA with 

this Lutheran World Relief project. 

Beginning in January 2015, the Prayer Shawl Ministry will try to meet on the second  

Saturday of every other month at 9AM in the lower narthex. It is our intent to offer  

crochet and knitting instruction whenever requested, but in particular, at alternating  

gatherings starting on March 14, 2015. If there is a stitch or pattern you would like to 

learn, we will do our best to assist you! You may contact Bonnie Sassman at  

bsassy55@aol.com or 512/680-8094 or Elizabeth Arndt at earndt0@gmail.com for more 

information. Hope you will join us! 

http://www.lwr.org/babycarekits
mailto:bsassy55@aol.com
mailto:earndt0@gmail.com
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Congregational Annual Meeting with Baked Potato Lunch is scheduled for Sunday,  

January 25th, immediately following the 11:00 am service in the Parish Hall.  There are  

several items on the agenda to be considered.  A complete agenda will be in the Annual  

Report, which will be available Thursday, January 15th.  We are looking for at least six  

candidates who are interested in serving on our Church Council.  No experience  

necessary!  Any individual who has been a voting member of the congregation for one year 

and has attained the age of 25 prior to the election is eligible.  If you are interested or 

have questions, please contact Kenneth Adix or any other member of the council.   

 

Giving Statements for 2014 will be mailed out sometime before the end of January.  Your 

contributions have been recorded on our church computer throughout the year so that you 

can have a record for IRS and your income taxes.  Please look your statement over  

carefully. If there are corrections to be made, they can be done easily. However, after 

April 15th, we delete the 2014 records.  Check you statement carefully before income 
tax time. 
 

Annual Reports:  All committees should submit their annual reports to the church office 

as soon as possible, but no later than January 5th.  Please email your information to  

sherri@ilcpville.org. 

 

Official Acts: 

 Baptism: 11/30—Cora Irene Cardwell 

Food Pantry News for November 

Number of clients assisted—140 

Number of Family Members—392 

New clients included—8 

Pastors Fund assists—6 

2015 Offering Envelopes are available in the  

lower Narthex.  Please help yourself to a set  

and remember the envelopes are not numbered.  

Therefore, if you give cash, you will need to write 

your name on the outside of the envelope. 

Our sincere thanks to our family and 

friends of Immanuel Lutheran Church for 

your prayers of comfort, cards, and  

memorials following the death of our son, 

David, and for God’s blessings and your 

continuing prayers of comfort.   

Herb & Pat Wolff 

Thanks to everyone for their concerns and 

prayers and cards.  Special thanks to Pastors 

Tom and Rosy.   

In Christ's love,  

Gail Hammett 

SAVE THE DATE!  SENIOR FEST, Making a Difference, Saturday, February 7, 2015, at 

Bethany Lutheran Church, LC-MS, 3701 W. Slaughter Lane, Austin, TX 78749.  Workshop 

opportunities (3 this year) will explore how we can indeed make a difference in our lives 

and the lives of others.  
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“Blue Star Prayers" 

Our United States is defending Freedom in many parts of our world today.  Immanuel  

Lutheran is renewing an old custom of keeping track of our congregation's family members 

who are actively serving in our military forces. Please keep them and their families in your 

prayers. 

Daylon Hethcock     Justin Steffek, Msgt. 

US Navy      US Air Force 

Grandson of Cyndi Motloch    Grandson of Marie Randig 
 

SSG Larry Jameson     Dan Dye 

US Army      Tx. National Guard 

Father of Bradley Jameson     Son of Pat & Jan Dye    
 

Elliott Bo Burns, Capt.    Justin Hoffman, Lt. Col. 

US Army      US Air Force 

Grandson of Willie Mae Burns   Son of Bob & Patti Hoffman  
 

Michael Wayne Green, Capt.    Michael Bradshaw 

US Marine Corp.     US Air Force 

Grandson of Wayne & Aileene Saegert  Grandson of Glenn & Britta Herzog 
 

Chase Bowden      Nicholas Bownds, E-2 

Serving in Iraq     US Navy 

Son of Paula Bowden     Grandson of Janet & Billy Glenn 

 

Michael Burkhart     Matthew R. Tiemann, Capt. 

US Army      US Marine Corps 

Grandson of Robert & Joyce Burkhart  Son of Rob & Carrie Tiemann 
 

Patrick Roberts, St/Sgt 

US Air Force 

Grandson of Peggy Roberts 

Mini-Treasurer's Report:  
General Fund: 

Balance 11/18/2014                                               $     5,442.88 

Income 11/19-12/17                                                    70,990.62 

Expenses 11/19-12/17                                              -   47,273.51 

Balance 12/17/2014                                                $    29,159.99 

  

Offering General Fund Budgeted January-December 14, 2014     $474,798.75 

Offering General Fund Received January-December 14, 2014      $451,892.45 

  

Building Loan Balance 12/17/2014                             $  475,164.77 

Building Loan Checking Account 12/17/2014            $     53,692.61 
 

 

 

Day School: 

Balance 11/18/2014                                                $  35,686.09 

Income 11/18-12/17                                                    69,801.28 

Expenses 11/18-12/17                                             -   65,271.18 

Balance 12/17/2014                                               $    40,216.19 

Anyone who wishes to make a contribution to 

the church in memory or honor of a loved one, 

may choose from the following funds: 

We’re Reaching Fund (New Building) 

Garden of Prayer/Labyrinth Fund 

Cemetery Endowment Fund 

Pre-Theological Fund 

Technology Fund 

Cemetery Fund 

Food Pantry 
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Simply Giving: In January, as part of the Stewardship activities for 2015, we will be  

revisiting the Thrivent Simply Giving Program. This program of electronic giving has been 

available to members of ILC for several years. In the past, there have been concerns and 

questions that may have limited participation. Below is a set of questions and related  

answers which may address some the concerns. You are encouraged to look these over and if 

still unsure there will be an opportunity to have your concerns discussed on a “one on one” 

basis between services on Sunday, January 25th.   

The Stewardship Committee would like to invite you to a 4-Sunday bible study on 

the offertory prayer titled "With Joy and Thanksgiving".  The class will begin on 

January 4th and held in the Chapel during the Sunday School hour.  This study will 

help us hold up our life experience against the framework of Paul's witness in his 

letter to the Philippian's church. 
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Day School Ministry News 
 

 Blessings to you this New Year! We are excited for all that God has prepared at  

Immanuel Lutheran Day School! It has been such a busy season, filled with special 

events, parties and gifts!  

 We ended the year on a high note: the Day School’s annual Christmas program was 

such a wonderful occasion! What a joyful noise unto the Lord! He has indeed ordained His 

praise through our children.  

 January always brings a fresh perspective as we prepare for what the new year 

holds. The Day School is looking forward to a new season; it is a time for reflection,  

renewal and a shared vision for what we are doing in our classrooms every day. I ask that 

you keep our teachers and our students in your prayers; pray for the seeds of faith that 

are planted in little hearts daily. We seek to serve and reach the community through this 

ministry. Please pray that our school is a beacon of light to families looking for  

Christ-centered education.  

 Lastly, I would ask that you would commit to praying for my leadership as the  

Director of the Day School Ministry. I lead such a passionate, talented and loving team 

of teachers! I am so grateful and honored to be here at Immanuel. Our goal is to always 

offer the very best early education program that is a developmentally rich, safe and  

loving Christian environment for our students. We have been blessed with wonderful 

families and children this year and we look forward to continued growth ahead.  

 May the Lord bless this ministry as we live to honor Him and make His Name 

known. May the Lord bless you and keep you in His care throughout the New Year!  

 

Because He Lives,  

Susan Varghese  
Director of Day School Ministry 

The First Lutheran Legislative Event is February 15th-17th at Gethsemane  

Lutheran Church.   It starts with worship at 4:00pm on Sunday afternoon, includes a 

day of educational presentations by Texas Impact on Monday at Gethsemane, and 

ends at noon on Tuesday at the Capitol.  There is a registration fee of $70 to cover  

materials, Sunday dinner and Monday meals.   Pre-registration is required.   In  

January look for the display table in the narthex for more information about the 

event, the issues, Texas Impact, and registration.   This is a great opportunity to 

learn more about advocacy and Texas legislative issues from a faith perspective.    

Lutherans from all three Texas synods will be joining for this first annual event.   

For more information call Dorothy Kraemer at 512-251-6929.     
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From the Youth & Family Ministry Office… 
  

January is a time where a lot of people think about new starts and resolve to often do 

something better or do something more often. Today as I write this, December 15th, I began a 

new fitness challenge. Some good friends got me on this before the New Year – but, I have to 

say, today was a little rough.  New starts and changes to routines and steering yourself out of 

a rut aren’t ever easy.  

Why is it that new starts are tough? It might even be the actual starting that is the 

hardest part. Are we afraid to fail? Is it too uncomfortable? Lots of big questions that can put 

the damper on these resolves and challenges we might bring ourselves into.  This is anytime of 

the year really, we’re just more attune to it at that turn of another calendar year.  

For me, it’s easy to think of the physical changes that I need in my life to be healthier.  

But, this has me thinking about spiritual things to. I don’t know that I’ve ever taken on a prayer 

challenge or a daily devotional challenge with the same seriousness I take to a new fitness 

challenge. To be quite honest, these spiritual things seem easier to fail at than a fitness  

program. 

With fitness we have groups and accountability partners – this same mentality or  

structure is needed for me with prayer and devotion too. Who are you looking to be  

accountable to for a spiritual challenge or change? Who can you offer some accountability to? 

Maybe it’s a co-worker, co-Sunday School teacher, family member or friend.  

These two scriptures come to mind when I think about both the possibility of health and 

vitality that change brings but also the hesitation and anxiety that starting something new can 

conjure up.  

2 Corinthians 5:17 – excites me to begin something new and take on a challenge 

“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,  

everything has become new!” (NRSV, emphasis added) 

2 Corinthians 12:9 – tempers the anxiety and fear of failure 

“but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, 

I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in 

me.” (NRSV) 

As we enter the New Year, may we hold these words from Scripture in tension and allow 

that tension to create energy for our lives as we Gather, Grow and Serve! 

 

<>< Live, serve and love boldly! 

Katie Wegner, 

Director of Youth and Family Ministry  

 

January – 2015 
Youth and Family Ministry Calendar: 

 

Jan 4: Youth Committee Meeting 11:00am – youth room 

            12:00-3:00pm - Surprise fun activity for 6-12th grades.  Mark your calendars and plan 

            to come and have some fun!! Cost will be around $20. Invite your friends! More details   

            to come. 

Jan 11: No Youth Activities, Sr. High Returns from youth gathering 

Jan 18: Combined Out to Lunch – 6-12th grade – 12:00-2:00pm 

Jan 25: Youth serve baked potato lunch for annual congregational meeting 

ALL youth 6-12th are encouraged to help prepare AND attend the meeting 

Other important dates: 

Jan 11-23: Katie Out of the Office – J-term Intensive @ Luther Seminary 

Feb 14: Spring Student Ministries Fundraiser 

Dinner, silent and live auction, kids play area and raffle 

Mar 14-18: Spring Break Mission Trip to Dallas, TX 

Apr 4/5: Set-Up and Bowling/Easter Breakfast 
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Education  

Ministry  

 

JANUARY  

2015 

 

Grandparents...What special memories do you have of yours?  My father’s mom had a great big 

walk in pantry.  When she knew we’d be visiting she made certain that she had canned black 

berries in it especially for me.  She was a great cook.  I learned at a very young age how to 

make pies from her.  My grandfather loved baseball.  He owned a liquor/sporting goods store 

(in the days where you could sell a bottle & a gun together at the same time).  When he would 

come home from the store he would turn on the radio and stand by it listening to the game.  

My mom’s mother was a farmer.  My greatest memories are of helping her in the kitchen  

preparing the lunch meal to be served to my grandfather and uncle when they came in at noon.  

My grandfather was a hardworking farmer.  He raised soy beans and hogs.  He liked to watch 

boxing...I remember peering around the door to the room I would sleep in and see him in his 

recliner watching boxing in black & white… 

 

December 10th my first grandchild, Adalynn Grace, was born.  I am prayerful that her  

memories of me, when I’m long gone, are filled with how much I loved our Lord and Savior, well, 

and that I was a decent cook, too.  Praise be to God for children! 

REACH,TEACH,EQUIP while we GATHER, GROW, & SERVE 

For more information about Education Ministry contact 

Susan Cox (susan@ilcpville.org) 

Afternoon Bible Study.  Is there something that you have been interested in studying one 

afternoon a week?  Please let me know.  I’m looking for ideas for a Spring mid week/afternoon 

study.  (susan@ilcpville.org) 

Believe it or not the VBS 2015 Director’s sneak peak packet has arrived.  Our theme for Pre-K 

through 4th will be:  Hometown Nazareth.  Stay tuned for our theme for 5th—8th “Tougher 

than Nails”.  Please begin praying about how you can serve this year at our program.  It will be 

held June 22nd—25th. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you to all of our Merry, Martha & Me hostesses for providing 

our guests with beautiful tables, to all of our handsome men who served at the event, to all of 

our guests for joining us for an awesome evening, to our office staff who sold tickets and 

helped prepare for the event, and to Britta Herzog who spent many hours decorating our  

Parish Hall and Breezeway.   
 

If you missed it this year...put it on your calendar for next.  Thursday, November 19th! 

Sunday, January 25th is the date for our Annual Meeting.  We’ll be voting on new council 

members, approving our 2015 budget and will be talking about what to expect in the coming 

year.  It’s important for you to take time that day to attend.  Thanks so much! 

Doesn’t it set wrong with you when you call a doctor’s office or another professional office 

and they tell you they “aren’t” taking new patients or clients?  Well, Immanuel Lutheran IS 

taking new members!  When’s the last time you invited one of your neighbors, friends,  

co-workers or family members to church?   
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Serving in January 2015 
Acolytes: 

Jan 4: Cynthia Barczi & John Burk (7:45) Hunter Damstrom & Gabby Emken (11:00) 

Jan 11: Caleb Dubes &  Alaina Kluge (7:45) Kailey Hoffman & Randy Hodges (11:00) 

Jan 18: Sarah Malinowski & Mason Liles (7:45) MacKenna Perisho & Zachary Lenz (11:00) 

Jan 25: Zane Kuempel & Corey Kuempel (7:45) Whitney Morris & Samuel Rachui (11:00) 

 

Elders for January: Mark Sassman (7:45) Beverly Wolff (8:45) Dave Gifford (11:00) 
 

Readers 

Jan 4: Barbara Bohls (7:45) Susan Cox (8:45) 1 needed (11:00) 

Jan 11: Mark Sassman (7:45) Beverly Wolff (8:45) 1 needed (11:00) 

Jan 18: Annyce Bohls (7:45) Chris Visness (8:45) 1 needed (11:00) 

Jan 25: 1 needed (7:45) Beverly Wolff (8:45) 1 needed (11:00) 
 

Communion Assistants  

Jan 4: Barbara Bohls (7:45) Beverly Wolff, Kristie Hawkins, Susan Cox, Chris Visness,  

 1 needed (8:45) Grace Lin, Britta Herzog, 3 needed (11:00) 

Jan 11: Mark Sassman (7:45) Beverly Wolff, Kristie Hawkins, Susan Cox, Chris Visness,  

 1 needed (8:45), 5 needed (11:00) 

Jan 18: Annyce Bohls (7:45) Beverly Wolff, Kristie Hawkins, Susan Cox, Chris Visness,  

 1 needed (8:45), Grace Lin, 4 needed (11:00) 

Jan 25: 1 needed (7:45) Beverly Wolff, Kristie Hawkins, Susan Cox, Chris Visness,  

 1 needed (8:45), 5 needed (11:00) 

 

Chapel Assistants 

Jan 4: Carlton & Marilyn Lorfing, Ralph Kirkley (7:45) Lon Duke (11:00) 

Jan 11: Carlton & Marilyn Lorfing, Ralph Kirkley (7:45) Bruce Freudenberg (11:00) 

Jan 18: Carlton & Marilyn Lorfing, Ralph Kirkley (7:45)  J.B. Marshall (11:00) 

Jan 25: Carlton & Marilyn Lording, Ralph Kirkley (7:45) 1 needed (11:00) 
 

Altar Guild 

Jan 4 & 11        Jan 18 & 25 

Beverly Wolff, Elizabeth Arndt, Megan Freudenberg Candy & Lori Hansen, Grace Lin 
 

Ushers 

Jan 4: Mark Sassman, 3 needed (7:45) Beverly Wolff, Kristie Hawkins, Susan Cox,  

 Chris Visness (8:45), 4 needed (11:00) 

Jan 11: 4 needed (7:45) Beverly Wolff, Kristie Hawkins, Susan Cox, Chris Visness (8:45), 

 4 needed (11:00) 

Jan 18: 4 needed (7:45) Beverly Wolff, Kristie Hawkins, Susan Cox, Chris Visness (8:45), 

 4 needed (11:00) 

Jan 25: 4 needed (7:45) Beverly Wolff, Kristie Hawkins, Susan Cox, Chris Visness (8:45), 

 4 needed (11:00) 
 

Children’s Message: 

Jan 4: Stacy Mueller (8:45)             (11:00) 

Jan 11: Melissa Malinowski (8:45)     (11:00) 

Jan 18: Jennifer Hoffman (8:45)     (11:00) 

Jan 25: Stacy Mueller (8:45)           (11:00) 

Console Operators/Parish Hall Projectionist 

Jan 4: Charles Mott (7:45) Rick Cox (8:45) Willard Hebbe (11:00) 

Jan 11: Brent Reeder (7:45) Rick Cox (8:45)  Charles Kleen (11:00) 

Jan 18: Matthew Krieg (7:45) Rick Cox (8:45) David Gifford (11:00) 

Jan 25:: Brent Reeder (7:45) Rick Cox (8:45) Willard Hebbe (11:00) 

Coffee Makers 

Jan 4: Lon Duke 

Jan 11: Hal Kuempel 

Jan 18: Mark Mueller 

Jan 25: Kristin Adix 

Flower Calendar 

Jan 4: 

Jan 11: 

Jan 18: 

Jan 25: Pedestal-Nowotny 


