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   My early morning prayers this day considered what to share in this Image 

   article.  This Sunday is Father’s Day and memories of my Dad came to mind.   

   I am so blessed and thankful to have been raised by parents who took me to  

   church and Sunday School every week.  My Mom was widowed when I was 

two years old, and as a single mother she would not have been able to send her children to  

parochial school.  When she remarried, my Dad made that possible.  For the first twenty years 

of my life, all of the significant adults around me were Christian people. 

 My prayers turned forward to July.  Our worship music focus on the first Sunday of the 

month will be “God and Country.”  Much has changed in our country since I was a boy.  Perhaps 

nothing changes more than our perspective.  I disagree with those who say that our nation is 

becoming a “God-less” place.  Both the country and the church are changing, but not in  

exclusively negative ways.  For those with eyes to see, the Spirit of the Lord is at work doing 

many wonderful new things in the lives of people, especially among the poor and many who have 

long been marginalized in our society. 

 For the past week I have pondered a forward entitled “25 Truths Gleaned from  

Experience that Guide and Inspire” by Chicago Tribune columnist, Eric Zorn.  Some “truths” on 

his list provide good fodder for Bible study and theological reflection.  Here are a few of my 

favorites:  

 Empathy is the greatest virtue.  From it, all virtues flow.  Without it, all virtues are an act. 

 If you’re in a conversation and you’re not asking questions, then it’s not a conversation, it’s a 

monologue. 

 It’s not “political correctness” that dictates that we try not to insult each others’ beliefs 

and identities.  It’s common decency. 

 Candor is overrated.  It’s hard to unsay what you’ve said in anger and almost impossible to 

take back what you’ve written. 

 Don’t be bothered when people don’t share your tastes in music, sports, literature, food and 

 fashion.  Be glad.  You’d never get tickets to anything otherwise. 

 Jesus, Immanuel, demonstrates God’s eternal “empathy” with the human condition, and 

from the fruits of his Spirit all virtues flow—“love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” (Galatians 5:22-23)  My parents were not perfect, 

but one virtue they consistently modeled was the biblical imperative to speak kindly about  

other people.  “If you can’t say anything nice about another person, don’t say anything at all.”  

When my siblings and I began to speak ill of someone, we were immediately reminded of that 

wisdom. 

          Continued on page 2…... 
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Continued from page 1….. 

 Immanuel Lutheran Church is a diverse membership with differing opinions about 

many things.  Needless to say, that is even more true of the Church at large, and of our 

community, state, and nation.  My prayers this morning petition the Spirit’s gifts to  

enable civil discourse.  Beginning in our homes and radiating to our churches, schools, and 

local, state and national political leaders, may conversations be guided by the fruits of 

the Spirit.   May we truly listen and respond respectfully to those with whom we  

disagree, and may we refrain from demonizing those with opinions contrary to our own.  

   

       God’s peace to you,  

       Pastor Tom 

 

 

Tired and Retired got together for potluck in June with twenty-three present.  

Heatherwilde residents did not come due to other events going on. The "Sharks" summer 

students from ILC Day School sang "The Lord's Army", "Amazing Grace" and "Jesus 

Loves Me".Thank you for always making our day, we love to hear you sing.  Also thanks to 

Annyce Bohls, Randa Nowotny and Becky Boyer for speaking about the Adult Mission Trip 

taken in April.  Due to Janelle's absence there were no door prizes given in June.  

 

Please join us on Wednesday, July 8th, 11:30 am,  for another great potluck. Don  

Wiederhold will be giving us information on the 27th Annual Wendish Fest in Serbin 

which will be held in September.  We will be honoring the following July birthdays:  

Randy Appelhans, Robert Boehm, Curtis Borgfeld, Donna Bowles, Marie Davis, Danny 

Fuchs, Frank Gaddy, Dennis Graf, Wesley Hord, Marcella Johnson, Twila Johnson,  

Dorothy Kraemer, Gary Lloyd, Mike Marsh, Ron Moellenberg, Dorothy Plattow, Marie 

Randig, Pat Roughton, Jerry Turek, Gloria Waldrop, Gladys Weiss, Shirley Werchan. 

 

 

 

The next gathering of the Prayer Shawl Ministry will be on Saturday, July 11th at 

9:00am in the lower narthex. All ages and skill levels are welcome ! Please consider joining 

us to crochet or knit prayer shawls, learn new skills, share patterns, and enjoy fellowship 

together. For more information, please contact Bonnie Sassman at bsassy55@aol.com  

or 512-680-8094 or Elizabeth Arndt at earndt@gmail.com or 512-619-5572. 

 

 

 

Save the Date for “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday Sept. 13th: “God’s work. Our 

hands.” Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America (ELCA) – one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. 

For the past two years, thousands of members from across the ELCA have dedicated one 

day to serve communities in ways that share the love of God with all people.  

 Whether it’s gathering food items to fill shelves at our food pantry, cleaning up a 

public park, volunteering at a nursing home or a home for disabilities or helping at the  

local animal shelter, service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our 

most basic convictions as Lutherans: That all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of  
service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life – flows freely from a living, daring 
confidence in God’s grace.  
 Next month we will have specific volunteer opportunities for you to select to do 

with your families and/or fellow ILC friends. All opportunities will follow the Sunday 

School Rally Day hour and the late service. You work every day to love your neighbors and 

make your community a better place. Let’s continue doing this work together in 2015!  
 

 

mailto:bsassy55@aol.com
tel:512-680-8094
mailto:earndt@gmail.com
tel:512-619-5572


The IMAGE, July 2015, Page 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A BIG “Thank You” from ILC’s youth to everyone who helped support us on our trip to  

Puerto Rico.  We will be sharing pictures and stories during the Sunday School hour on  

Sunday, July 12th and there will be an article in the August Image telling you all about our 

trip.   

 

Movie Night Monday!!  The next movie night will be on Monday, July 6th. We will be  

serving Pizza for dinner and the feature presentation will be “Big Hero 6”,  All are welcome!  

 

 

 

God is Good.  All the time.  God is Good.  We've all heard that phrase and probably a 

good majority of us use it all the time.  Today I'd like to say God is Extraordinary.  All the 

time.  God is Extraordinary.  A HUGE heartfelt thank you to all of our volunteers (youth & 

adult) who helped to make VBS/Tougher Than Nails 2015 a huge success.  God's work...our 

hands.  Love it...love you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charles and Marilyn Kleen would like to thank you for the prayers and well 

wishes for Brett and Vicky Kleen's preemie son Levi. Levi was in NICU for 117 

days. Levi is at home now, but on oxygen assist and has a problem with ROP. 

Yours prayers are still needed for Levi to continue his progress.  

Thankfully,  

Charles and Marilyn Kleen 

Falling down is part of life—-getting back up is living!! On 9-4-14, I fell forward 

and shattered my right shoulder which required major surgery.  Soon after  

surgery complications caused more than a total of 5 months hospitalized and 4 

months recuperation at home, I had plenty of time to think about when something 

bad happens, you have 3 choices, you can let it define you, let it destroy you or 

you can let it strengthen you.  I kept telling myself that ”everything is possible 

with God”. (Mark 10:27)  My love goes out to you wonderful members of ILC, who 

prayed for me, made phone calls, hospital visits, cards and gifts, all the assistance 

received upon returning home.  I love you so much, thank you, thank you, and God 

Bless all of you!! 

Peace, 

Betty Wicklund 
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“Blue Star Prayers" 

Our United States is defending Freedom in many parts of our world today.  Please keep these  

individuals and their families in your prayers. 

Daylon Hethcock    Justin Steffek, Msgt.  Chase Bowden 

US Navy     US Air Force    Serving in Iraq 

Grandson of Cyndi Motloch   Grandson of Marie Randig  Son of Paula Bowden 
  

Dan Dye     SSG Larry Jameson   Cole Elliott 

Tx. National Guard    US Army    US Navy 

Son of Pat & Jan Dye             Father of Bradley Jameson   Grandson of Yvonne Zimmer 
 

Elliott Bo Burns, Maj.   Justin Hoffman, Lt. Col.  Patrick Roberts, St/Sgt 

US Army     US Air Force    US Air Force 

Grandson of Willie Mae Burns  Son of Bob & Patti Hoffman            Grandson of Peggy Roberts 
 

Michael Wayne Green, Capt.   Michael Bradshaw    

US Marine Corp.    US Air Force 

Grandson of Wayne & Aileene Saegert Grandson of Glenn & Britta Herzog 
 

Matthew R. Tiemann, Capt.     

US Marine Corps      

Son of Rob & Carrie Tiemann   

Mini-Treasurer's Report:  
General Fund: 

Balance 05/21/2015                                                $    13,683.95 

Income 05/22-06/20                                                    56,046.42 

Expenses 05/22-06/20                                              -  52,545.86 

Balance 06/20/2015                                               $     17,184.51 

  

Offering General Fund Budgeted January-June 20, 2015        $  239,204.00 

Offering General Fund Received January-June 20, 2015         $  217,122.74 

  

Building Loan Balance 06/20/2015                    $    396,260.97 

Building Loan Checking Account 05/20             $      36,586.86 
 

 

Day School: 

Balance 05/21/2015                                                $    55,65648 

Income 05/22-06/20                                                    64,502.68 

Expenses 05/22-06/20                                              -  64,127.77 

Balance 06/20/2015                                                $    23,031.39 

Anyone who wishes to make a contribution to the 

church in memory or honor of a loved one, may 

choose from the following funds: 

We’re Reaching Fund (New Building) 

Garden of Prayer/Labyrinth Fund 

Cemetery Endowment Fund 

Pre-Theological Fund 

Technology Fund 

Cemetery Fund 

Food Pantry 
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Official Acts: 

Baptism: 6/14-Carlisle Emelia Schwerdtfeger 

Marriages: 5/7—Hillary Blair Eschberger 

                           Vincent Thomas Servantez 

                 6/13—Cody Lynn Loeve 

                           James Thomas Flippin 

Food Pantry News for May 

Number of clients assisted—116 

Number of Family Members—250 

New clients included—15 

Pastors Fund assists—9 

Immanuel Lutheran Day School 30th Anniversary Immanuel Lutheran Day School 

(ILDS)  will be celebrating its 30th anniversary on Sunday, August 16th.  This  

celebration will coincide with the special music for that Sunday, Children’s Songs!   

Plans are being made to make this a wonderful day of celebration with a Hot Dog and 

Hamburger Meal served after the 10:30 service (prepared of course by the Holy 

Smokers), followed by a short program, numerous games and events for children and 

the entire ILC and ILDS families. Proceeds/donations collected will be used for new 

playground equipment. Make plans to attend this glorious celebration of outreach to 

thousands of children and their families.  If you have any photos from when your child 

attended ILDS or information about the formation of the Day School you would like to 

share, please contact the Day School office at ildsoffice@gmail.com or call 512  

251-4929.   Pre-sale tickets will begin on July 12th.  

Day School Ministry News 
 We are having a fun and busy summer at the Day School. Our summer camp  

program is off to a great start with weekly field trips, swimming, creative art activities 

and fun cooking projects! We still have some openings in our school-age program this 

summer; please call us at 512-251-4929 or email the Day School at ildsoffice@gmail.com 

for more information.  

 All of the children are having a blast during the weekly splash days; you may see 

our little ones having a “car wash” outside on the front lawn! What a fun way to stay cool 

this summer! The Day School is excited for VBS this year and all the fun activities 

planned. VBS is a ministry close to my heart and we are so grateful to the church for 

such an amazing outreach to our children and our community.  

 We are delighted to celebrate the Day School’s 30th anniversary in the upcoming 

month. On Sunday, August 16, our school will host a ton of fun events on the church  

campus as well as special services that will include children’s songs! Please plan to join us 

for our special day and celebrate what God is doing in the Day School ministry!  

 We look forward to God’s blessings this summer. The Day School will be closed on 

Friday, July 3, in observance of Independence Day. Please keep our teachers and children 

in your prayers, as we continue to grow and serve our community. 

Blessings,  

 

Ms. Susan Varghese 

Director of Day School Ministry  

mailto:ildsoffice@gmail.com
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Serving in July 2015 
 

Acolytes: 

July5: Alaina Kluge & Zachary Lenz (8:15) Caleb Dubes & Sam Rachui (10:30) 

July 19: Zane Kuempel & Mason Liles (8:15) Kailey Hoffman & Reed Reiland (10:30) 
 

Elders for July: Melissa Malinowski/Bob Lovett (Early) Melissa Malinowski (Late) 

 

Readers 

July 5: Barbara Bohls (8:15) 1 needed (10:30) 

July 12: Susanna Russell (8:15) Jennifer Hoffman (10:30) 

July 19: Youth (8:15) Youth (10:30) 

July 26: Annyce Bohls (8:15) Susanna Russell (10:30) 
 

Communion Assistants  

July 5: Barbara Bohls (8:15) Britta Herzog, Malinowski Family, 2 needed (10:30) 

July 12: 4 needed (8:15) Hoffman Family (10:30) 

July 19: Youth (8:15) Youth (10:30) 

July 26: 4 needed (8:15) 4 needed (10:30) 
 
 

July Chapel Assistants 

Early Service: Carlton & Marilyn Lorfing, Ralph Kirkley  (July 5 & 19) 

Late Service: Lon Duke (July 5) J.B. Marshall (July 19)  
 

 

 

Altar Guild 

July 5       July 19 

Beverly Wolff, Elizabeth Arndt,  Candy & Lori Hansen, Grace Lin 

Megan Freudenberg 
 

Ushers 

July 5: Dana Leary, 3 needed (8:15) Malinowski Family (10:30) 

July 12: 4 needed (8:15) Hoffman Family (10:30) 

July 19: Youth (8:15) Youth (10:30) 

July 26: 4 needed (8:15) 4 needed (10:30) 
 

 

Children’s Message: 

July 5: Mike Maluschka (8:15) Debbie Wiederhold (10:30) 

July 12: Pastor Rosy (8:15 & 10:30) 

July 19: Jennifer Hoffman (8:15) Puppets (10:30) 

July 26: Melissa Malinowski (8:15) Debbie Wiederhold (10:30) 

Console Operators/Parish Hall Projectionist 

July 5: Charles Mott (8:15) Willard Hebbe (10:30) 

July 12: Rick Cox (8:15 & 10:30) 

July 19: Brent Reeder (8:15) Charles Kleen (10:30) 

Coffee Makers 

July 5: Lon Duke 

July 12: Hal Kuempel 

July 19: Mark Mueller 

July 26: Kristin Adix 

Flower Calendar 

July 5: 

July 12: Parish Hall—Pastor Rosy 

July 19: 

July 26: 


