
1 
 

 
  

               January 5, 2020 
 
 

Welcome to All 
 

Mission: To thank, praise, honor and serve our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as we 
GATHER and worship, GROW in the Word, and SERVE God by serving people. 

 
Information for Visitors … 

 

A special welcome to guests and visitors!  May our time together be a blessing to you. 
 
Assistance is available from elders in entryway identified by a large red nametag. 
 
Coffee & Fellowship is available in the Gather Room each Sunday between services. 
 
A Nursery is available from 8:30am-11:30am for children through age 4.  It is located at the 
bottom of the grand staircase just outside the Gather Room. 
 
Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. 
 
Elevator is located through the basement and the ushers’ room in the Sanctuary. 
 
Sunday School is at 9:30am and all ages are welcome.  Adult classes meet in the 
Conference Room, Parlor, and Grow Room.  
 
Red Worship Attendance pads are passed during the offering.  Please take a moment to 
register your attendance.  Visitors, please let us know if we can be of service to you. 

 
Regular Worship Times 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 

The sacrament of communion is celebrated at all worship services every Sunday. All are 
welcome, believing that our Lord is present offering grace and forgiveness. During our 

service commune by intinction, meaning you may dip the wafer in either the wine or grape 
juice or drink from the common cup. 

 
Gluten-free wafers and/or white grape juice are available at all services. 

 
 
 

Please silence cell phones 
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PRELUDE   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                   
 
WELCOME Pastor Candice Combs 
 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 
C: For a hundred generations our ancestors told us these stories so that we would 
know who you are, O God. 
P: On the first day, You created fire in the sky, and there was light to lead us. 
On Jesus’s last day, You let Peter warm himself in the firelight. 
C: We know. Your Spirit nourishes us with fire. 
P: In freedom, the Israelites followed the column of fire into the wilderness to Mt. Sinai. 
In hope, The Magi followed the star in the East to the baby Jesus in the manger. 
C: We know. Your Spirit leads us with fire. 
P: During the exile, Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego entered the fiery furnace, and 
their ropes were burned away. 
During our trials, Your Presence in the crucible of our humanity burns away our sins. 
C: We know. Your Spirit purifies us with fire. 
P: In the desert, Moses found the Burning Bush and heard I AM. 
In Jerusalem, we watched the Ascension of Jesus and believing, received tongues of fire 
for our earthly crown. 
C: We know. Your Spirit empowers us in the fire. 
 
P: Today, we confess to you 
C: We have left these stories in the Bible. 
We have resisted your call in the wild city. 
We have ignored your voice in our homes. 
We have been just fine without your redemption. 
We have made plans according to our own needs, 
And left you in the pages of a dusty book. 
  
P: Today we turn the calendar page to a new year, 2020.  We can leave all these sins in 
the past. 
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Find the small page of paper, and write something you want to leave behind.  The ushers 
will invite you to come forward to give up your sins to God in the fire. 
 
OPENING HYMN         O Christ the Same 
           (to the tune of O’ Danny Boy) 
 

O Christ the same, through all our story’s pages-- 
our loves and hopes, our failures and our fears; 

eternal Lord, the king of all the ages, 
unchanging still amid the passing years: 
O living Word, the source of all creation, 

who spread the skies and set the stars ablaze; 
O Christ the same, who wrought our whole salvation, 

we bring our thanks for all our yesterdays. 
 

O Christ the same, the friend of sinners, sharing 
our inmost thoughts, the secrets none can hide; 

still as of old upon your body bearing 
the marks of love in triumph glorified. 

O Son of Man, who stooped for us from heaven-- 
O Prince of life, in all your saving power; 

O Christ the same, to whom our hearts are given: 
we bring our thanks for this the present hour. 

 
O Christ the same, secure within whose keeping 
our lives and loves, our days and years remain; 
our work and rest, our waking and our sleeping, 
our calm and storm, our pleasure and our pain: 
O Lord of love, for all our joys and sorrows, 

for all our hopes when earth shall fade and flee; 
O Christ the same, beyond our brief tomorrows, 

we bring our thanks for all that is to be. 
 
 
P: Presence of God, 
C: We will bring your good news as light to the darkness. 
We will follow your signs on our journey of faith. 
We will speak of you at home and in town. 
We will seek your plans and your needs. 
We will find redemption in Christ Jesus, 
And remember you are with us always to the end of the age. 
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P: People of God, remember the stories, I assure you they are true. 
Start the fire with God, you will have enough fuel. 
Burn the chaff with Jesus, it goes away forever. 
Follow the star as the Spirit leads, you will be where you need to go. 
God is with you.  Immanuel, always. 
C: Amen. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
A: O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead 
us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision 
of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6 
Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because  
the light of God’s presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea  
and the profits of international trade will come streaming to Jerusalem 
and thereby declare God’s praise. 

1Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.  
2For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will 
arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.  3Nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  4Lift up your eyes and look around; they all 
gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your 
daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.  5Then you shall see and be radiant; your 
heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come.  They shall 
bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
 
A: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 (read responsively) 
1Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king's son. 
2May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice. 
3May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness. 
4May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the needy, 
and crush the oppressor. 
5May he live while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 
6May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the earth. 
7In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, until the moon is no more. 
10May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute, may the kings of 
Sheba and Seba bring gifts. 
11May all kings fall down before him, all nations give him service. 
12For he delivers the needy when they call, the poor and those who have no helper. 
13He has pity on the weak and the needy, and saves the lives of the needy. 
14From oppression and violence he redeems their life; and precious is their blood in 
his sight. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      
 

 
 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew the 2nd chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 
 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 
go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead 
of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 
the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 
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gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW 815 
       (vs. 1 & 2) 
 
HOLY BAPTISM 
 
Children are invited to come down to the font. 
 
A: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and  
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body 
of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life 
of the world. 
 
Parents: We present Eli Jackson Pierce for baptism. 
 
P: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have 
your child baptized into Christ? 
R: I do. 
 
A: As you bring Eli to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 

to live with him among God's faithful people, 
bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
place in his hands the holy scriptures, 
and nurture him in faith and prayer, 
so that he may learn to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, 
and work for justice and peace. 

Do you promise to help him grow in the Christian faith and life? 
R: I do. 
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P: People of God, do you promise to support Eli and pray for him in his new life in 
Christ? 
C: We do. 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 
church. Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
C: I renounce them. 
 
P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
C: I renounce them.  
 
P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
C: I renounce them. 
 
P: Do you believe in God the Father? 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
Born of the virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, died and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 
He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
A: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea 
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized 
by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and 
resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 
 
P: Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed 
in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
BAPTISM 
 
P: Eli, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
Congregation may be seated. 
 
P: Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
 
P: Sustain Eli with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit 
of joy in your presence, both now and forever.  Eli, child of God, you have been sealed 
by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 
 
A: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify 
your Father in heaven. 
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WELCOME 
 
P: Let us welcome the newly baptized with a round of applause. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
A: Hear us O God, 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 
PEACE 
We invite you to share a sign of peace with your neighbor, and introduce yourself to  
someone you don’t know. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERING       
 
OFFERTORY                 We Three Kings of Orient Are  
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
P: Generous God, 
C: you have given us life, this community, and these gifts of the earth that become 
the meal of your grace.  Move in our hearts, that we might use your gifts to bring 
hope and blessing wherever we go, through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 
P: The Lord be with you  
C: And also with you.  
P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord.  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION 
 

 Bright & Glorious is the Sky       ELW 301 
Christ Be Our Light        ELW 715 

 Children of the Heavenly Father      ELW 781 
            
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

P: May the presence of Christ warm your winter body, and keep you graceful as your 
journey. 
C: Amen  
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Halle, Halle, Hallelujah 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
P: Immanuel, God with us,  
C: you grace us with life and breath and give us bread for the journey.  Send us out 
in service to this world that you love, telling the amazing news of your coming to be 
Savior and Lord of all. 
Amen. 
   
BLESSING  
 
P: Having been freed by redemptive fire, may you be guided by celestial fire.   
May your eternal fire burn bright for God’s people until we meet again. 
C: Amen.  
 
CLOSING HYMN     Shine,  Jesus Shine   ELW 671 
 
DISMISSAL      
 
P: Go in Peace.  Let your light shine. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
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Prayer List 
 
Please pray for these ILC members: 
Elois Sakewitz 
Wendy Weiss 
Vernette Fuchs 
Billie Becker 

Wilbert Becker 
Donna Cearley 
H.L. Weiss 
Randa Nowotny 

Charles Tawater 
Judy Tawater 
Donald Wolf 
Cyndi Motloch 

Fred Scott 
Trilba Eschberger 
Virginia Weiss 
Bart Emken 

Please pray for these friends & extended family members:
Kenneth Warren 
Calen Stewart 
Barrett Randig 

Rodney Reed 
Evelyn Wuensce 
Eryn Emken 

Beverly Kuchar 
Ike Eickbusch 
Karen Benavidez 

John Hankins 
Sally Rankin 
Marvin Schroeder 

Please welcome during the 10:30 service this week Jeremy and Kimberly Pierce 
bringing forth their son Eli Jackson Pierce for baptism. 
 

Gather & Grow 
Sun Worship Service – Parish Hall 8:30 a.m. 
 Adult Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
 Get Acquainted Breakfast – Gather Room 9:30 a.m. 
 8th Grade Confirmation Meeting – Bistro 9:30 a.m. 
 Worship Service – Sanctuary  10:30 a.m. 
 Sunday School Teachers Gathering – Gather Room 11:30 a.m. 
Mon Crafters Circle – Candy Hansen’s Studio Workroom 9:00 a.m. 
 Men’s Basketball 8:00 p.m. 
Tues UP – Parish Hall 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
 Elizabeth Circle – Gather Room 2:00 p.m. 
 Rebecca Circle – Gather Room 6:30 p.m. 
 Mary Circle – Belia Cano’s Home 6:30 p.m. 
 Pack 685 Den Leaders Meeting 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 
Wed UP – Gather Room 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
 Tired & Retired 11:30 a.m. 
 Sotaria Praise Band Rehearsal 6:00 p.m. 
Thurs UP – Parish Hall 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
 Property Committee Meeting – Conference Room 4:00 p.m. 
 Tech Committee Meeting – Conference Room 6:00 p.m. 
Sat Prayer Shawl Ministry – Gather Room 9:00 a.m. 
Sun Worship Service – Parish Hall 8:30 a.m. 
 Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
 Worship Service – Sanctuary  10:30 a.m. 
 Installation of WELCA Officers at both services  
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Announcements 
 

“Yellow Brick House” Food Pantry Weekly request:  We ask that you prayerfully 
consider helping with this ministry through food and/or cash donation. 

• Peanut butter • Jelly/jams 
• Canned diced tomatoes • Instant potatoes (scalloped, au gratin, mashed) 
• Fruit cups (4 pack) • Canned fruit cocktail/peaches/pears (large) 
• Egg noodles • Chicken/Tuna Helper or Skillet 

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry will hold its first meeting of 2020 on Saturday, January 11 at 
9:00 a.m. in the Gather room. Please join us as we knit and crochet shawls, scarves, and 
other projects of service. No experience required - just a willing heart! Contact Bonnie 
Sassman at bsassy55@aol.com or Elizabeth Arndt at earndt0@gmail.com for more 
information. 
 
The Historical & Tradition committee will meet Monday, January 13 at 1:30 p.m. in the 
conference room. 
 
Tired and Retired will get together this Wednesday, January 8 at 11:30 a.m. for potluck. 
Won’t you come to help welcome in the New Year, 2020!  
 
Important Church Update: For the last several months, Council has been discussing the 
constitution changes adopted at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly last summer, as well as 
updates to our current bylaws and continuing resolutions. There are several outstanding 
questions the Council would like to resolve before submitting to the congregation for 
consideration. In addition, the Council wants to ensure there are plenty of opportunities 
for the congregation to ask questions and review the proposals well in advance of a vote. 
As a result, the Church Council voted on December 17 to delay consideration of changes 
to the ILC Constitution, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions. The proposal will not be 
considered at the upcoming January annual congregation meeting.   
 
REMINDER: There is a mandatory 8th Grade Confirmation meeting today in the Bistro 
at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Visitation Ministry:  We are in need of volunteers willing to contact and keep in-touch 
with our homebound members.  Volunteers, working in pairs, will periodically visit these 
members.  Those willing to take and offer communion during their visits will be offered 
training to prepare them for this service. Training with Pastor Candice will be held 
soon.  Interested parties should contact Sharion Tanner at 512-990-9645.   
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Youth Committee will meet January 12 at 11:30 a.m. in the Bistro. 
 
Summer Time: There will be a summer camp sign up party on January 12 at 1:30 
p.m. in the gym. 

 
Joyfully Serving Today 

 
 Early Service Late Service 
Organists Joy Arnhamn Vernagene Mott 
Acolytes None needed  
Assisting Minister   
Readers Mary Jo Beene  
Communion Assts Mark Sassman  
Chapel Asst Minister  Chris Rankin 
Ushers/Greeters Mark Sassman  
Children’s Message Pastor Candice Pastor Candice 
Console/Projectionist Martin Jakubowsky/Kelby Sladek Charles Kleen 
Coffee Maker Kristin Adix 
Altar Guild Lou Smith Elizabeth Arndt 

 

Please contact a Council Member if you have any special facility needs. 
January Jean Gifford 512-989-0340 
February TBA  

 
Please contact an Elder if you would like to assist with worship or sign up online at 
www.bit.ly/ILCsignup. 
 
Early Service – Parish Hall (8:30 a.m.) 
January Larry Bradley 512-496-4200 
February Steve Barczi 512-657-2021 

 
 
Late Service – Sanctuary (10:30 a.m) 
January  Dave Gifford 512-989-0140 
February Kurt Schwartz 512-636-3158 
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ILC Office Staff 
Pastor Rev. Candice Combs pastorcandice@ilcpville.org 
Director of Day School Ministry Claudia Cardwell claudia@ilcpville.org 
Building Maintenance Technician Eric Estrada eric@ilcpville.org 
Administrative Specialist Candy Kyle candyk@ilcpville.org 
Interim Youth Coordinator Cassi Montandon cassi@ilcpville.org 
Director of Education Ministry Melissa Parry melissap@ilcpville.org 
Accounting (Interim) Vic Smith vic@ilcpville.org 
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