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Immanuel Lutheran Day School is committed to supporting families who continue to work in the time of COVID-
19 to keep our city going.  Having ILDS leadership on her heart, Office Assistant, Mariah Cavanaugh created 
this sketch - and inspires us all. 

 4th Sunday of Lent              March 22, 2020 
 

500 Immanuel Road, Pflugerville, TX 78660 | 512.251.4494 | www.ilcpville.org 
Follow us at Facebook.com/ilcpville 
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             March 22, 2020 

Welcome to All 
 

Mission: To thank, praise, honor and serve our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as we 
GATHER and worship, GROW in the Word, and SERVE God by serving people. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
For prayer requests, email pastorcandice@ilcpville.org.  Pastor Candice is available for 
conversation and spiritual care by appointment and by phone. 
 

To volunteer for new community care opportunities, such as grocery shopping for elders, or to 
be added to a telephone check-in list, email Jean Gifford, jean@ilcpville.org. 
 

To assist with our food pantry and backpack (weekend food for PfISD students) ministries, 
email Stacy Mueller, stacyb@hotmail.com. 

 

To be added to our general email list or our automated phone messaging, email Candy Kyle, 
candyk@ilcpville.org. 

 

For family support, including faith lessons at home, email Melissa Parry, 
melissap@ilcpville.org. 
 
For help with online giving, email Sherry Markert, Office Administrator, sherry@ilcpville.org. 

 

For anything else please call the church office at 512-251-4494. 
 

 
 

HOLY COMMUNION  
 

The sacrament of communion can be celebrated every time we worship together, online and in 
person.  All can partake, believing that the presence of Christ is with us, offering grace and 
forgiveness.  For your safety, maintain appropriate social distance of 6 ft. in your homes and 
gatherings spaces.  Wash your hands for 20 seconds with warm water and soap before preparing 
the food and drink to be shared with others.  Use individual cups.  It is important that we all do 
our part to stop the spread of COVID-19 to protect the most vulnerable in our community. 
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Things you might find helpful for worship: a candle, a bowl of water, and a little food and 
drink. See our Facebook page for ideas to set up your home altar. 
 
You can also comment live during the broadcast on our YouTube channel, for sharing the 
peace and saying amen.  Feel free to just say “Good Morning!” and let each other know 
you’re worshipping. 
 
This service is for a live broadcast on March 22, 2020 at 9:30am. You can view the recording 
anytime after.  Search for “Immanuel Lutheran Church Pflugerville” on  
https://www.youtube.com   
 
Email Martin Jakubowsky:  marjak12@gmail.com with technology questions. 

 
 
WELCOME PRAYER     Pastor Candice Combs 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
A: God is in the water that restores our soul. 
C: And God is in the night when we lose our way. 
A: God is in today and tomorrow, raising up leaders, prophets and dreamers. 
C: And God is in the wilderness with us—every step of the way. 
A: So with confidence we declare— 
C: If God is in those spaces, then God is surely here. 
A: Let us worship the God of creation. 
C: Let us worship the God of wilderness spaces. 
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GATHERING HYMN      Tree of Life (vs 1, Lent4, Lent 5)   ELW 344 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
    Most merciful God, 
C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
  



6 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A: Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life 
and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your 
Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  C: Amen 
 
FIRST READING Ephesians 5:8-14 
 Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct  
 our lives in ways that reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly  
 pleasing to God. 
8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—
9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out 
what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such people do 
secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that 
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake!  Rise from the dead, and 
Christ will shine on you.” 
 
A: The Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 23 (read responsively) 
 

1The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; 
3he restores my soul.  He leads me in right paths for his name's sake. 
4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff —they comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with 
oil; my cup overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell 
in the house of the LORD my whole life long. 
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GOSPEL John 9:1-41 (VOICE) 
 

While walking along the road, Jesus saw a man who was blind since his birth. 
 

 Disciples: 2 Teacher, who sinned? Who is responsible for this man’s blindness? Did 
he commit sins that merited this punishment? If not his sins, is it the sins of his parents? 
 

 Jesus: 3 Neither. His blindness cannot be explained or traced to any particular 
person’s sins. He is blind so the deeds of God may be put on display. 4 While it is 
daytime, we must do the works of the One who sent Me. But when the sun sets and night 
falls, this work is impossible. 5 Whenever I am in the world, I am the Light of the world. 
 

6 After He said these things, He spat on the ground and mixed saliva and dirt to form 
mud, which He smeared across the blind man’s eyes. 
 
 Jesus (to the blind man): 7 Go, wash yourself in the pool of Siloam. 
 
Siloam means “sent,” and its name reminded us that his healing was sent by God. The 
man went, washed, and returned to Jesus, his eyes now alive with sight.  
 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
(this portion of the gospel is omitted during the broadcast) 
8 Then neighbors and others who knew him were confused to see a man so closely 
resembling the blind beggar running about. 
 

 Townspeople: Isn’t this the man we see every day sitting and begging in the 
streets? 
 

 Others: 9 This is the same man. 
 

 Still Others: This cannot be him. But this fellow bears an uncanny resemblance to 
the blind man. 
 

 Formerly Blind Man: I am the same man. It’s me! 
 

 Townspeople: 10 How have your lifeless eyes been opened? 
 

 Formerly Blind Man: 11 A man named Jesus approached me and made mud from 
the ground and applied it to my eyes. He then said to me, “Go, wash yourself in the pool 
of Siloam.” I went and washed, and suddenly I could see. 
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 Townspeople: 12 Where is this man who healed you? 
 

 Formerly Blind Man: I don’t know. 
 

13-14 The townspeople brought the formerly blind beggar to appear before the 
Pharisees the same day Jesus healed him, which happened to be on the Sabbath 
Day. 15 The Pharisees began questioning him, looking for some explanation for how he 
could now see. 
 

 Formerly Blind Man: He smeared mud on my eyes, and I washed; now I see. 
 

 Some Pharisees: 16 God can’t possibly be behind this man because He is breaking 
the rules of the Sabbath. 
 

 Other Pharisees: How can such a lawbreaking scoundrel do something like this? 
The Pharisees were at odds with one another about Jesus and could not agree whether His 
power came from God or the devil. 
 

 Pharisees (to the formerly blind man): 17 What do you say about this man, about 
the fact He opened your eyes so you could see? 
 

 Formerly Blind Man: I have no doubt—this man is a prophet. 
18 Some of the Jews suspected the whole situation was a charade, that this man was never 
blind. So they summoned the man’s parents to testify about his condition. 
 Pharisees: 19 Is this man your son? Do you testify that he has been blind from 
birth? How therefore does he now see? 
 

 Parents: 20 We can tell you this much: he is our son, and he was born blind. 21 But 
his new sight is a complete mystery to us! We do not know the man who opened his eyes. 
Why don’t you ask our son? He is old enough to speak for himself. 
22 The man’s parents were a bit evasive because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. It 
had been rumored that anyone who spoke of Jesus as the Anointed One would be 
expelled from the synagogue. 23 So they deferred the thorny question to their son, 24 and 
the Pharisees called on him a second time. 
 

 Pharisees: Give God the credit. He’s the One who healed you. All glory belongs to 
God. We are persuaded this man you speak of is a sinner who defies God. 
 

 Formerly Blind Man: 25 If this man is a sinner, I don’t know. I am not qualified to 
say. I only know one thing: I was blind, and now I see. 
 

 Pharisees: 26 What did He do to you? How did He give you sight? 
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 Formerly Blind Man: 27 Listen, I’ve already answered all these questions, and you 
don’t like my answers. Do you really need me to say it all over again? Are you thinking 
about joining up with Him and becoming His followers? 
 

 Pharisees (berating him): 28 You’re one of His followers, but we follow 
Moses. 29 We have confidence that God spoke to Moses, but this man you speak of is a 
mystery; we don’t even know where He comes from. 
 

 Formerly Blind Man: 30 Isn’t it ironic that you, our religious leaders, don’t even 
know where He comes from; yet He gave me sight! 31 We know that God does not listen 
to sinners, but He does respond and work through those who worship Him and do His 
will. 32 No one has ever heard of someone opening the eyes of any person blind from 
birth. 33 This man must come from God; otherwise, this miracle would not be 
possible. Only God can do such things. 
 

 Pharisees: 34 You were born under a cloud of sin. How can you, of all people, 
lecture us? 
 

The religious leaders banished him from their presence. 35 Jesus heard what had happened 
and sought out the man. 
 

 Jesus: Do you believe in the Son of Man? 
 

 Formerly Blind Man: 36 I want to believe, Lord. Who is He? 
 

 Jesus: 37 You have seen His face with your new eyes, and you are talking to Him 
now. 
 

 Formerly Blind Man: 38 Lord, I do believe. 
 

The man bowed low to worship Jesus. 
 

 Jesus: 39 I have entered this world to announce a verdict that changes 
everything. Now those without sight may begin to see, and those who see may become 
blind. 
 

 Some Pharisees (who overheard Jesus): 40 Surely we are not blind, are we? 
 

 Jesus: 41 If you were blind, you would be without sin. But because you claim you 
can see, your sin is ever present. 
 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON    
 

HYMN OF THE DAY          Amazing Grace (vs 1, 5) ELW 779 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

TIME FOR OFFERING 

Give thanks!  God’s love continues to unite us for the good of all people. Please use this 
time to show your gratitude for the good things that God is doing in your life. 
 
God’s work through Immanuel Lutheran Church continues with staff to lead new 
ministries for families at home, telephone ministry, Bible studies, and pastoral care.  We 
serve our neighbors through our hunger ministries and Immanuel Lutheran Day School. 
 

Click here for online giving 
https://ilcpville.org/support-our-mission/ 

 
Text2Give: Coming Soon! 

Send it in the mail 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 

500 Immanuel Road 
Pflugerville, TX 78660 

 
OFFERTORY MUSIC   The Lord is My Shepherd 
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
P: Holy and generous host, 
C: you set a table where we feast as friends. 
Prepare us to witness to your goodness 
with every gift you have given us to share, 
that all people may know your peace 
through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Let us celebrate our unity through the Presence of Christ by saying together the prayer Jesus 
taught us: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
COMMUNION 
P: This is the body of Christ, given for you.  This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 
A: This is the body of Christ, given for you.  This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, bless you, give you new 
eyes to see with, and keep you in God’s grace. 
C: Amen. 
  



13 
 

 
PRAYER FOR COURAGE 
A: O God,  
C: you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending,  
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.  
Give us faith to continue becoming your church in new ways,  
not yet knowing what that might look like,  
but trusting that your hand is leading us  
and your love supporting us;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
      
 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PEACE  
We invite you to share a sign of peace.  In lieu of shaking hands, we invite you to share a peace 
sign with one another or bow. 
 
 
 
What good news have you heard or seen recently?  We invite you to add your comments 
in the livestream chat box. 
 
 

 
Pastor Candice Combs 
Assisting Minister Steve Barczi 
Musician Brian Markert 
Digital Sacristans Clint Fletcher, Martin Jakubowsky 
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