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               February 2, 2020 

 

 

Welcome to All 

 

Mission: To thank, praise, honor and serve our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as we 

GATHER and worship, GROW in the Word, and SERVE God by serving people. 

 
Information for Visitors … 

 

A special welcome to guests and visitors!  May our time together be a blessing to you. 
 

Assistance is available from elders in entryway identified by a large red nametag. 
 

Coffee & Fellowship is available in the Gather Room each Sunday between services. 
 

A Nursery is available from 8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. for children through age 4.  It is located 

at the bottom of the grand staircase just outside the Gather Room. 
 

Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. 
 

Elevator is located through the basement and the ushers’ room in the Sanctuary. 
 

Sunday School is at 9:30 a.m. and all ages are welcome.  Adult classes meet in the 

Conference Room, Parlor, and Grow Room.  
 

Red Worship Attendance pads are passed during the offering.  Please take a moment to 

register your attendance.  Visitors, please let us know if we can be of service to you. 

 
Regular Worship Times 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION  

The sacrament of communion is celebrated at all worship services every Sunday.  

All are welcome, believing that our Lord is present offering grace and forgiveness.  

During our 8:30 a.m. service commune by intinction, meaning you may dip the wafer in 

either the wine or grape juice or drink from the common cup. During our 10:30 a.m.  

service you will be ushered forward to kneel at the railing. Please deposit used chalice  

in the baskets after you stand up. 

 

Gluten-free wafers and/or white grape juice are available at all services. 

 
 

 Please silence cell phones 
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As you enter today we invite you to take a piece of fabric and sharpie as it will be 

used in the sermon today. 

 

PRELUDE    We Three Kings     Handbells 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Christ, Be Our Light (vs. 4)   ELW 715 

 

WELCOME Pastor Candice Combs 
 

OPENING HYMN  Blessing and Honor (vs. 1 & 2)  ELW 854 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

A: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 

the eternal voice from heaven, 

the anointed and beloved one, 

the Spirit moving over the waters. 

C: Amen. 

 

A: As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession, 

trusting the love of Christ crucified and risen. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

A: God who searches us and knows us, 

C: you have shown us what is good, 

but we have looked to other lights to find our way. 

We have not been just in our dealings with others. 

We have chosen revenge over mercy. 

We have promoted ourselves 

instead of walking humbly with you. 

With what shall we come before you? 

Forgive us our sin, 

and show us your salvation 

in the face of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

P: Beloved of God, 

you have not received the spirit of the world, 
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but the Spirit that is from God, 

poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. 

Receive the promise of baptism: 

You are God’s child; your sins are forgiven. 

Rejoice and be glad, for yours is the reign of heaven. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  

C: And also with you. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

A: Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and 

the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving 

for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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FIRST READING Micah 6:1-8 

With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings  

a lawsuit against Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with a long history of  

saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to attempt to earn  

divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty  

to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s service. 
1Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills 

hear your voice.  2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring 

foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will 

contend with Israel.  3“O my people, what have I done to you?  In what have I wearied 

you? Answer me!  4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from 

the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.  5O my people, 

remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered 

him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of 

the LORD.”  6“With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on 

high?  Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?  7Will the 

LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil?  Shall I give 

my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”  8He has 

told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do 

justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

A: The Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 15 (read responsively) 
1O LORD, who may abide in your tent?  Who may dwell on your holy hill? 
2Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right, and speak the truth from their 

heart; 
3who do not slander with their tongue, and do no evil to their friends, nor take up a 

reproach against their neighbors; 
4in whose eyes the wicked are despised, but who honor those who fear the LORD; 

who stand by their oath even to their hurt; 
5who do not lend money at interest, and do not take a bribe against the innocent.  Those 

who do these things shall never be moved. 

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of  

the cross seems stupid and offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical  

way God has chosen to work power and salvation through weakness,  
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rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes true  

wisdom and power for believers. 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the 

wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”  20Where is the one who is 

wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish 

the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 

through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those 

who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim 

Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who 

are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 

God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 

stronger than human strength.  26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many 

of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble 

birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 

weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the 

world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might 

boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became 

for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order 

that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 

A: The Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION           
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P: The holy gospel according to Matthew the 5th chapter.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12 (MSG) 
1-2 When Jesus saw his ministry drawing huge crowds, he climbed a hillside. Those who 

were apprenticed to him, the committed, climbed with him. Arriving at a quiet place, he 

sat down and taught his climbing companions. This is what he said: 
3 “You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope. With less of you there is more of 

God and his rule. 
4 “You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to you. Only then can you 

be embraced by the One most dear to you. 
5 “You’re blessed when you’re content with just who you are—no more, no less. That’s 

the moment you find yourselves proud owners of everything that can’t be bought. 
6 “You’re blessed when you’ve worked up a good appetite for God. He’s food and drink 

in the best meal you’ll ever eat. 
7 “You’re blessed when you care. At the moment of being ‘care-full,’ you find yourselves 

cared for. 
8 “You’re blessed when you get your inside world—your mind and heart—put right. Then 

you can see God in the outside world. 
9 “You’re blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of compete or 

fight. That’s when you discover who you really are, and your place in God’s family. 
10 “You’re blessed when your commitment to God provokes persecution. The persecution 

drives you even deeper into God’s kingdom. 
11-12 “Not only that—count yourselves blessed every time people put you down or throw 

you out or speak lies about you to discredit me. What it means is that the truth is too close 

for comfort and they are uncomfortable. You can be glad when that happens—give a 

cheer, even!—for though they don’t like it, I do! And all heaven applauds. And know that 

you are in good company. My prophets and witnesses have always gotten into this kind 

of trouble. 

  

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Blest Are They    ELW 728   
  

APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and  

he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

A: Hear us, O God 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

PEACE 
 

We invite you to share a sign of peace with your neighbor, and introduce yourself to  

someone you don’t know. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OFFERING 
 

 

OFFERTORY           When Upon Life’s Billows   PAGE 20 
        (Count Your Blessings) 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P: God of wonder, 

C: you formed us in our mother’s womb, 

and from mother earth you bring forth this bread and wine. 

We place them on your table, 

together with our lives and all that you have made. 
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Open the heavens to us and pour out your Spirit. 

We wait for your mercy; 

we long for your peace; 

we hunger and thirst for Jesus Christ, 

our banquet of life. 

Amen 

 

COMMUNION PREFACE   Bolz-Weber 
 

 

Blessed are the agnostics. Blessed are they who doubt.  

Those who aren’t sure, who can still be surprised. Blessed are they who are spiritually impoverished 

and therefore not so certain about everything that they no longer take in new information. 

Blessed are those who have nothing to offer. Blessed are the preschoolers who cut in line at 

communion. Blessed are the poor in spirit.  

You are of heaven and Jesus blesses you. 

 

Blessed are they for whom death is not an abstraction. Blessed are they who have buried their loved 

ones, for whom tears could fill an ocean. Blessed are they who have loved enough to know what loss 

feels like. 

Blessed are the mothers of the miscarried. 

Blessed are they who don’t have the luxury of taking things for granted anymore. 

Blessed are they who can’t fall apart because they have to keep it together for everyone else. 

Blessed are those who “still aren’t over it yet.” 

Blessed are those who mourn.  

You are of heaven and Jesus blesses you. 

 

Blessed are those who no one else notices. The kids who sit alone at middle-school lunch tables. The 

laundry guys at the hospital. The sex workers and the night-shift street sweepers. 

Blessed are the forgotten. Blessed are the closeted. 

Blessed are the unemployed, the unimpressive, the underrepresented. 

Blessed are the teens who have to figure out ways to hide the new cuts on their arms.  

Blessed are the meek. 

You are of heaven and Jesus blesses you. 

 

Blessed are the wrongly accused, the ones who never catch a break, the ones for whom life is hard, for 

Jesus chose to surround himself with people like them. 

Blessed are those without documentation. Blessed are the ones without lobbyists. 

Blessed are foster kids and special-ed kids and every other kid who just wants to feel safe and loved. 

Blessed are those who make terrible business decisions for the sake of people. 

Blessed are the burned-out social workers and the overworked teachers and the pro bono case takers. 

Blessed are the kindhearted football players and the fundraising trophy wives. 

Blessed are the kids who step between the bullies and the weak. Blessed are they who hear that they are 

forgiven. 

Blessed is everyone who has ever forgiven me when I didn’t deserve it. 

Blessed are the merciful, for they totally get it. 
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I imagine Jesus standing here blessing us all because I believe that is our Lord’s nature. 

Because, after all, it was Jesus who had all the powers of the universe at his disposal but 

did not consider his equality with God something to be exploited. Instead, he came to us 

in the most vulnerable of ways, as a powerless, flesh-and-blood newborn. As if to say, 

“You may hate your bodies, but I am blessing all human flesh. You may admire strength 

and might, but I am blessing all human weakness. You may seek power, but I am 

blessing all human vulnerability.” This Jesus whom we follow cried at the tomb of his 

friend and turned the other cheek and forgave those who hung him on a cross. Because he 

was God’s Beatitude—God’s blessing to the weak in a world that admires only the 

strong. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

You are invited to bring your piece of fabric forward at communion, and tie it to the net 

after you commune. 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
 

     Blessed Assurance    ELW 638 

 I Want Jesus to Walk With Me  ELW 325 

 What Can’t Wait    PAGE 24 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

God’s grace. 

C: Amen 

 

Halle, Halle, Hallelujah 

 
 

COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

 

P: Faithful God, 

C: you have kept your promise to us in this meal, 

nourishing us with the gift of salvation. 

Now send your servants forth in peace, 

that we may testify to your goodness 

and share the hope that is ours 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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BLESSING 
 

P: May Christ, the wisdom and power of God, 

and the source of our life together, 

keep you united in mind and purpose. 

And the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN All Creatures, Worship God Most High! ELW 835 

(vs. 1 & 4) 
DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace.  Let your light shine. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please return your sharpie to the usher for next week. 
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Prayer List 

 

Please pray for these ILC members 

Elois Sakewitz Wilbert Becker Charles Tawater Fred Scott 

Susan Moore Donna Cearley Judy Tawater Trilba Eschberger 

Vernette Fuchs H.L. Weiss Donald Wolf Virginia Weiss 

Billie Becker Randa Nowotny Cyndi Motloch Charla Dubes 

    

 

Please pray for these friends & extended family members: 

Kenneth Warren Rodney Reed Beverly Kuchar Karen Benavidez 

Calen Stewart Evelyn Wuensce Ike Eickbusch Marvin Schroeder 

Barrett Randig John Hankins Ricki Hooper Jaychree Sampilli Laross 

 

 

Gather & Grow 

Sun Worship Service – Parish Hall 8:30 a.m. 

 Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

 Worship Service – Sanctuary 10:30 a.m. 

Mon Crafters Circle – Candy Hansen’s Studio Workroom 9:00 a.m. 

 Men’s Basketball 8:00 p.m. 

Tues UP – Parish Hall 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

 Elizabeth Circle – Gather Room 2:00 p.m. 

 Mary Circle – Kay Weiss’ Home 6:00 p.m. 

 Rebecca Circle – Gather Room 6:30 p.m. 

Wed UP – Parish Hall 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

 Sotaria Praise Band Rehearsal 6:00 p.m. 

Thurs UP – Parish Hall 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Sat Council Strategy Day – Pflugerville UMC 8:00 a.m. 

 “Sweet Little Jesus Boy” Set Up  8:00 a.m. 

 Prayer Shawl Ministry – Gather Room 900 a.m. 

Sun Worship Service – Parish Hall (Scout Sunday) 8:30 a.m. 

 Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

 Worship Service – Sanctuary 10:30 a.m. 
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Announcements 
 

“Yellow Brick House” Food Pantry Weekly request:  We ask that you prayerfully 

consider helping with this ministry through food and/or cash donation. 

•  •  

•  •  

•  •  

•   •  

•  •  

 

The Food Pantry is looking for a volunteer to assist with shopping using Walmart 

curbside pickup. Contact Mary Lee Kirkley at 512-252-7215. 

 

Question and Answer with Pastor Candice: There will be a question and answer with 

Pastor Candice regarding the concern of keeping ILC’s rich traditions during this time of 

transition.  This will on Sunday, February 9 at 9:30 a.m. in the Gather Room. 

 

HEALTHY CONGREGATIONS WORKSHOP #1 will be held Saturday, February 15 

from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. in the ILC Parish Hall.  The $25 fee includes lunch, course 

material and an honorarium for the Synod presenter.  Please register online for this event 

at http://bit.ly/ilcworkshop1. 

 

Baby Care Kits: During the months of January and February WELCA members are 

collecting items for Baby Care Kits (6-24 months).  Items include cotton t-shirts, gowns 

or sleepers, blankets, cloth diapers, jackets/sweaters, socks, hand towels, bars of gentle 

soap and diaper pins.  For more information see the Image, posters around the ILC or 

visithttps://lwr.org/get-involved/build-kits-of-care/baby-care-kits.  Gently used items are 

accepted. 

 

WELCA: Please join us for the Capital North/Capital South Conference Event at 

Abiding Love Lutheran in Austin on March 7.  You can pick up a registration form from 

the WELCA bulletin board.  Registration is $12 and should be paid by February 21. 

 

Lutheran World Relief: SOAP NEEDED FOR PERSONAL CARE KITS - We are in 

need of 60 bars of soap to complete the Personal Care Kits.   Please consider bringing one 

or more full size bar(s) of soap to Church in the next couple of Sundays.   With your 

donation we will be able help 37 (or possibly more) keep clean and well groomed!! 

Drop your soap off in the WELCA Room on in the basket located in the Gather Room.   

 

http://bit.ly/ilcworks
https://lwr.org/get-involved/build-kits-of-care/baby-care-kits
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CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE: January 22 staff interviews were conducted and 

Sunday, January 26 the youth interviews were completed.  Now that the Church Council 

members have been elected, we will immediately begin working on the Ministry Site 

Profile.  Updates on our progress will be posted as soon as details are available.  Please 

keep the Committee and the process in your prayers. 

 

Dinner Around the World: The youth is hosting a night “around the world” which 

focuses on different foods from other countries.   The event will be held in the Parish Hall 

Saturday, February 29 from 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  The fundraiser includes food, a silent 

auction, live auction items, and fun for everyone!  FREE day care will be provided in the 

gym while adults enjoy the evening together! 

 

New Member Class to begin on Sunday, February 23 at 9:30 a.mm in the Parish 

Hall.  This is a six-week long class which is open to anyone interested in becoming a 

member of Immanuel Lutheran Church, or current members who want a refresher on life 

at Immanuel!  New Member Sunday will be April 5!  Please RSVP to Melissa Parry 

at melissap@ilcpville.org if you plan on attending the class. 

 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry will hold its next meeting Saturday, February 8 at 9:00 a.m. 

in the Gather Room.  All are welcome to as we knit/crochet comfort for others and enjoy 

each other's company.  Contact Bonnie Sassman at bsassy55@aol.com or Elizabeth 

Arndt at earndt0@gmail.com for more information. 

 

“Sweet Little Jesus Boy” tells the life of Jesus on a rotating stage with over 50 cast 

members.  This presentation will be Saturday, February 15 at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, 

February 16 at 3:00 p.m.  Please make plans to come see this incredible presentation! 

 

Secret Prayer Sisters:  2020 New Year for Secret Prayer Sisters will begin mid-

February!  As a secret prayer sister, you will pray for a specific person all year and send 

well wishes and notes of inspiration.  Pick up a new form on the bulletin board outside 

the church office or the bulletin board outside Melissa Parry's office.  Completed forms 

are due back to Melissa Parry by Wednesday, February 5. 

 

Funeral Receptions: We are in the process of updating the list of ladies who have 

volunteered to bring cakes to the funeral receptions and kitchen volunteers. Please notify 

Janelle Hebbe at 512-251-4007 or janelle@sbcglobal.net if you wish to add your name to 

this ministry. If you are already on the list or belong to a Bible study circle there is no 

need to respond. 

 

 

mailto:melissap@ilcpville.org
mailto:bsassy55@aol.com
mailto:earndt@gmail.com
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Immanuel’s Backpack Ministry is continuing to serve 120 students at Ruth Barron 

Elementary School each week.  This is being accomplished due to generous donors and 

energetic volunteers.  We are also in need of volunteers to drive.  There is a calendar 

sign-up on the bulletin board outside the church office. 

 

Reminder: Hand bells will practice today in between services.  We will be playing at the 

10:30 a.m. worship service after practice.  Please contact Jean Gifford at 512-989-0340 

with questions. 

 

 

 

Last Sunday’s Worship Attendance – Early: 92 Late: 155 

Last Sunday’s Sunday School Attendance – Youth: 38 Adults: 35 

 
Joyfully Serving Today 

 

 Early Service Late Service 

Organists Joy Arnhamn Vernagene Mott 

Acolytes None needed  

Assisting Minister Steve Barczi Steve Barczi 

Readers Mary Jo Beene  

Communion Assts Sabastian Hamilton, Joy & Atlan 

Pfluger, & Hellen Barczi 

 

Chapel Asst Minister None needed Chris Rankin 

Ushers/Greeters Sabastian Hamilton, Joy & Atlan 

Pfluger, & Hellen Barczi 

 

Children’s Message Vicki Lovett  

Console/Projectionist Martin Jakubowsky/Kelby Sladek Charles Kleen 

Coffee Maker Hal Kuempel 

Altar Guild Peggy Parker Bonnie & Mark Sassman 

 

 

Please contact a Council Member if you have any special facility needs. 

February Clint Fletcher 512-925-0104 

March TBD  
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Please contact an Elder if you would like to assist with worship or sign up online at 

www.bit.ly/ILCsignup. 

 

Early Service – Parish Hall (8:30 a.m.) 

February  Steve Barczi 512-657-2021 

March Jane Dunnigan 512-569-6200 

 

Late Service – Sanctuary (10:30 a.m.) 

February  Kurt Schwartz 512-636-3158 

March Steve Dubes 512-659-6552 

 

ILC Office Staff 

Pastor Rev. Candice 

Combs 

pastorcandice@ilcpville.org 

Director of Day School Ministry Claudia Cardwell claudia@ilcpville.org 

Building Maintenance 

Technician 

Eric Estrada eric@ilcpville.org 

Administrative Specialist Candy Kyle candyk@ilcpville.org 

Interim Youth Coordinator Cassi Montandon cassi@ilcpville.org 

Director of Education Ministry Melissa Parry melissap@ilcpville.org 

Accounting (Interim) Vic Smith vic@ilcpville.org 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

http://www.bit.ly/ILCsignup
mailto:pastorcandice@ilcpville.org
mailto:melissap@ilcpville.org
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Reading again how the bees are dying. 
The seals are dying. The sharks are making 
their way up the Western Coast, losing 
their sense of smell. The days are getting 
warmer still. The Williston oil rigs 
bleeding their heat on the cool gray passage 
of clouds. Crickets are matching their whine 
to the drainpipe. Lightning bugs failing to reach 
the pulse, tracking the headlights of cars. 
Trump. Corruption. Twenty-five gone 
with a suicide bomb in Iraq. I part the blinds 
to let the morning light pour in. The wheezing 
brakes of rush-hour traffic, inching its way 
through the park. The hardest sheet of ice 
is melting. The gray wolf murdered again 
for the lacquered wood of the hunter’s 
wall. The children of Flint, Michigan 
are dying. The people of Syria and Libya 
are dying, slaughtered by warlords or driven 
to various borders of heatstroke and sand. 
The stars are crossing the western plains 
on their oiled blades of grief. The eagle’s wings 
are breaking thin and the drone that will drop 
the next atomic bomb is being built in a warehouse 
in North Dakota. Where is the courage to say 
this prayer? I turn on the kettle to make 
my tea. Stand in the window to look at the fog 
burn away from the Golden Gate Bridge. Earl Grey. 
Oolong. Lipton Black. I hear the whistle start 
to scream. I sweeten the water with honey. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Signs 
By Kai Calson-Wee 
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