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WELCOME

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!



A: Light of Christ,
Shine on our path
Chase away all darkness
And lead us to the heart of God

C: Amen



Litany for Being 
of Good Cheer

A: God, some of us are 
bombarded with messages that 
tell us we should never feel sad,
C: That we should ignore pain 
or cover it up.
A: Some of us are bombarded 
with messages that tell us we 
should only feel sad,
C: That we should give up hope 
altogether.



A: We are grateful for your 
balanced view,
C: And for your example
A: Of acknowledging people’s 
pain and darkness,
C: And companionably 
entering into it with them;
A: Of letting death think it 
won for a hot minute
C: Then BOOM: resurrection!
A: Death overcome!
C: Grief turned to joy!



A: Weeping turned to laughter!
C: Pain and travail: a child is 
born!
A: Help us to live as faithful 
Grievers
C: Of whatever anguish we 
encounter or experience, A: 
Who are willing to walk among 
despair.
C: And help us to live as 
faithful Hopers,



A: Courageous people of good 
cheer
C: Who are certain of our 
impending joy. Amen.

Pratt, Fran. Call and Response: Litanies for Congregational Prayer (p. 65)



I Know My Redeemer Lives!!

Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-1799, alt.
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I know that my Redeemer lives!
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, he lives, who once was dead;
he lives, my ever-living head!



He lives to silence all my fears;
he lives to wipe away my tears;
he lives to calm my troubled heart;
he lives all blessings to impart.

Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-1799, alt.
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First Reading 1 Peter 1:3-9

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance 
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept 
in heaven for you, 5who are being protected by the 
power of God through faith for a salvation ready to 
be revealed in the last time.



6In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you 
have had to suffer various trials, 7so that the 
genuineness of your faith — being more precious 
than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire 
— may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.



8Although you have not seen him, you love him; 
and even though you do not see him now, you 
believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and 
glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the outcome of 
your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 40:1-3, 6-12, 16-17 (read responsively)

1 I waited and waited and waited for GOD.  At 
last he looked; finally he listened.

2 He lifted me out of the ditch, pulled me from 
deep mud.  He stood me up on a solid rock to 
make sure I wouldn’t slip.



3 He taught me how to sing the latest God-song, 
a praise-song to our God.  More and more 
people are seeing this: they enter the mystery, 
abandoning themselves to GOD.

6 Doing something for you, bringing something 
to you— that’s not what you’re after.  Being 
religious, acting pious—that’s not what you’re 
asking for.  You’ve opened my ears so I can 
listen.



7 So I answered, “I’m coming.  I read in your 
letter what you wrote about me, and I’m coming 
to the party you’re throwing for me.”

8 That’s when God’s Word entered my life, 
became part of my very being.



9 I’ve preached you to the whole congregation, 
I’ve kept back nothing, GOD—you know that.

10 I didn’t keep the news of your ways a secret, 
didn’t keep it to myself.  I told it all, how 
dependable you are, how thorough. I didn’t 
hold back pieces of love and truth for myself 
alone. I told it all, let the congregation know 
the whole story.



11 Now GOD, don’t hold out on me, don’t hold 
back your passion.  Your love and truth

are all that keeps me together.

12 When troubles ganged up on me, a mob of 
sins past counting, I was so swamped by guilt I 
couldn’t see my way clear.  More guilt in my 
heart than hair on my head, so heavy the guilt 
that my heart gave out.



16 But all who are hunting for you—oh, let them 
sing and be happy.  Let those who know what 
you’re all about tell the world you’re great and 
not quitting.

17 And me? I’m a mess. I’m nothing and have 
nothing: make something of me.  You can do it; 
you’ve got what it takes—but God, don’t put it 
off.



19When it was evening on that day, the first day of 
the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them 
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord.

Gospel John 20:19-31



21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the 
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained.”



24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the 
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So 
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark 
of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the 
mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.”



26A week later his disciples were again in the house, 
and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.”



27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and 
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 
side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered 
him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, 
“Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
come to believe.”



30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 
his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. 31But these are written so that you may come 
to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 
and that through believing you may have life in his 
name.

P: This is the gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON
God is…Using your doubt.





Why Do I Believe

©2013 Brian K Markert

Why do I believe that Christ, gave his life for me
When they nailed him to a cross, He set my sins free
I believe because when I stumble and go astray
Falling prey to life’s temptations, lose the narrow way
I need to know that God already forgives me
Now you know a reason I believe



There are questions that, I can’t explain
But in my heart and soul, He will remain
For faith is confidence in what we’re hoping for
And certainty of what we do not see. 

Oh I’m so glad that I believe
How wonderful we all believe

©2013 Brian K Markert



APOSTLE’S CREED

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,



born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.



On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.



I

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. 

Amen.



4 Ways to Give

512-548-3995
$25/50/100 to help
The greatest need now

Scan this QR code with your 
phone

Register for regular online giving
https://ilcpville.org/support-our-mission/

Send it in the mail
Immanuel Lutheran Church

500 Immanuel Road
Pflugerville, TX 78660
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https://ilcpville.org/support-our-mission/


Whole World Video



Offering Prayer

P: Merciful God,
C: our ordinary gifts seem small for such a 
celebration,
but you make of them an abundance,
just as you do with our lives.
Feed us again at this table
for service in your name,
in the strength of the risen Christ.
Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Preface and Words of Institution

Preface and Words of Institution



Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 



as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, 
forever and ever. 
Amen.



COMMUNION

You are invited to commune:

This is the body of Christ, given for you.

This is the blood of Christ, shed for you
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Communion Blessing

P: May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, raise you to new life, fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing. May Almighty 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever.
C: Amen.



Dismissal

A: Go in peace. Share the 
good news.
C: Thanks be to God.



Peace

We invite you to share a sign of peace. In lieu of 
shaking hands, we invite you to share a peace sign 

with one another or bow.

What good news have you heard or seen recently?
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