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Dear Friends in Christ - 
 
A few years ago a popular reality TV show, The Amazing Race, offered it's contestants a chance to 
get Fast Forward.  It allowed them to skip over all the challenges and go right to the finish line of 
the episode, winning a trip to an exotic island.  I don't know about you, but there have been  
plenty of times in my life where I have wanted a Fast Forward This year is one of those times. 
 
I wish we could Fast Forward to the coronavirus being gone, or to when the vaccine is here, or, at 
the very least, mid-September when the heat has passed us, and I could get back to my hammock 
without the humidity.  But the Bible tells us that good things happen in the waiting.  Like cocoons 
growing into butterflies, like eggs becoming babies, like yeast making bread, transformation  
happens in our souls while we patiently wait. 
 
I sometimes wonder how mysterious it is that the Presence of Jesus is going to show up in a live-
stream to all y'all at home, and how the Peace of Christ makes it into a zoom meeting.  But I guess 
it's not that unexpected since it also happens in a phone call, or a letter, or in reading the Gospel 
according to Matthew.  I do wish I could Fast Forward to the generation where they explain all 
these things with the confidence they have for teaching the Lord's Prayer.  I will be waiting 
for that. 
 
In the waiting, I have come across the Nap Ministry on Instagram. The real-life Pastor of Naps  
always asks with love, are you getting enough sleep?  Are you eating well?  Do you need to talk to 
someone who loves you?  A good chaplain, indeed. I hope this week that you can make time to 
care for yourself in the waiting.  God has a plan to transform everything and give you a future 
with hope.  It IS worth waiting for, and taking care for ourselves and in the meantime. 
 
Pastor Candice 

Office News 
 

If you have been getting the At Home bulletins and are enjoying them, please let the remote 
church office know!  If you know someone who is not getting them but would like to, please call 
and have their name added to the list.   
 
There is a new church mailbox outside the Yellow Brick Pantry.  This mailbox is secure and 
checked daily.  Please feel free to drop off donations, memorials, or anything else that needs to 
get to the office staff.   

 
The remote church office number is 512-591-8813 if you need to contact us for any reason. 



 

2 

 

   Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

   I want to give an update of the church council’s business in recent     
   meetings.  We have discussed the improvements to the ILC Parish Hall for   
   the past several meetings.  In our July meeting, we voted to proceed with 

specific improvements for sound and video for not only the parish hall, but also for the chap-
el.  The work needed for the chapel is relatively limited and will integrate nicely with the par-
ish hall improvements.  The sound amplifiers and sound mixers are quite old.  The wireless 
microphones use a radio frequency which the FCC has allocated to other use, so they must 
be replaced.  This includes a high quality video camera and associated equipment for video 
streaming.   
  
These changes will allow us to internet stream video from our church for Sunday services as 
well as for other events.  We will be able to send audio and video from the parish hall to the 
chapel so we can expand into that space if needed.  We believe that the upgrades to the  
parish hall and chapel will give us more options and flexibility for in-person as well as on-line 
worship services. 
 

Another significant project the council and the Parish Education Committee are undertaking 
is to better define Immanuel’s Pre-Theological Fund.  Our congregation is very proud of how 
this fund has given meaningful financial assistance to many of those attending seminary over 
the years.  There are several  documents which define the fund, but they need editing and 
lack clarity.  We have time to carefully create a clear and concise document to guide us as we 
provide support to students from this fund, and also answer questions for those who give 
donations to this fund. 
 

I pray for our members and our families as we go about our daily lives that we stay safe and 
that we can manage the changes we all are experiencing.  Even though we have not             
assembled at the church for several months, we are still a healthy and living congregation.   
Please contact me if I can help! 
 

Brent Reeder 
Council President 

A special gratitude, 
 

We want to express appreciation for all of the phone calls, beautiful cards, and the in-person 
visits from friends, ILC members, and particularly the WELCA group. We are so grateful to all 
that kept us in your thoughts and prayers. We want to express a sincere appreciation to  
Pastor Candice for her many prayers and visits during Trilba’s several hospital stays as well as 
the excellent service conducted at the mausoleum.  
 

Jerry and The Eschberger Family                         

WELCA - July and August Focus  
 

Your smart shopping could help a child get an education. The stores are stocked up on school 
supplies so this is a great time for you to help us gather some for school kits!  A bin will be 
placed outside the front door of the church office for collecting donations. Items being  
collected are:  

  70- sheet spiral notebooks (wide or college ruled) 
  30- centimeter rulers or a ruler with inches and centimeters 
  Pencil sharpeners 
  Blunt scissors 
  #2 pencils with erasers (not sharpened) 
  Black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 
  Box of crayons (16 or 24 count) 
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Looking for Teachers for Sunday School 2020-2021 
 

 Teachers for all ages are needed!  Contact me if you can help! 
 We have an online curriculum or I can send you the  

lesson directly! 
 

At this time, all lessons are online via Zoom. 
 

 

EDUCATION MINISTRY   August 2020 
 
THANK YOU! To everyone who helped make Vacation Bible School a wonderful success!  We 
had twenty-one children attend our virtual VBS at home over Zoom for July 12 (theme of  
Gather) and July 19 (theme of Grow).  On July 26 we had eight families and volunteers gather 
in our parking lot with social distancing to do the first part of our service project for ILDS 
(theme of Serve).  Families also had the option of completing the service project at home.  We 
are thanking the ILDS staff for all of their continued and hard work during these past months!  
We will finish the service project with the gift of a small succulent plant (with hand painted 
flower pots) for each staff member and a delicious sandwich lunch for the ILDS staff provided 
by congregation donations on Monday, August 3, 2020!  THANK YOU!  
 

 

Melissa Weiss Parry 

 
Melissa Weiss Parry, melissap@ilcpville.org 
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Happy August! 
 
It has been said before and in many different ways, that these are interesting and hard 
times.  As our community and indeed the world is engulfed in a cloud of fear, anger, grief and 
worry, Immanuel Lutheran Day school has provided a much needed safe haven of  
normalcy for the children, parents and indeed the staff.  We have been happily consumed 
with the timeless needs of children that pay no heed to the chaos of the outside world; from 
singing and learning the alphabet to putting icepacks on booboos and passing out the snack 
of the day. Our teachers and community have rallied in amazing ways both from afar and  
onsite - running up facemasks on their sewing machines, sharing their garden’s vegetables 
with us and just loving on the children and trying to make their summer as fun as possible 
with an array of amazing games. You name it, we’ve had it: bounce houses; crazy golf; shave 
ice trucks and huge Slip and Slides for Splash Day fun.  The children here at the school, 
demonstrating their natural resilience, have adapted to our new CDC mandated protocol of 
masks, temperature checks and no parents in the building with remarkable ease.  So too 
have we found ourselves reconciled to the ‘new normal’ of gauging whether someone is 
smiling by how much their eyes crinkle and giving an elbow bump in lieu of a hug.  Grace and 
humor is still in abundance in our hallways and at pick up and drop off and for that we are 
thankful. 
 
When times feel uncertain and our spirits grow weary you only have to look at our church 
and think of the hard times that it has withstood before and will undoubtedly witness again 
to be reminded that our God is good all the time.  As we read in  Joshua 1:9 “Be strong and 
courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever 
you go..” 
 
We wanted to let you know that we love you and appreciate you and thank you for  
entrusting us to look after your precious children.  And for those of you we haven’t seen in a 
while, you are missed and in our hearts.  It has been a privilege and a blessing to serve y’all. 
 
Jessica Davidson 

ILDS Update 

Pastoral Care & Conversation  
 

Even though we can't get together for worship yet, pastoral care and prayer is available and  
encouraged.  Call or email to schedule time outside in your  yard, by phone, or Zoom.  You 
can reach Pastor Candice at pastorcandice@ilcpville.org or 512-689-6342.  

Call Committee  Update 

The Call Committee has been busy over the past few weeks.  On June 15th, the Committee  
received three candidates for the Senior Pastor position from the Synod.   An initial meeting  
has been conducted with all the candidates.  Interviews are the next step in the process and 
will be scheduled as soon as practicable.  Information will be forwarded as soon as it becomes  
available.  Please remember to keep our church, the committee, the candidates and the pro-
cess in your prayers.  

mailto:pastorcandice@ilcpville.org
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Thankoffering - October 8 

In the late 1800's, Lutheran women had small boxes to place in a special location in their 
homes as a visible reminder of blessings received. Women would add coins to those boxes  
almost daily as they noticed blessings. These boxes became the origin of the annual Women 
of the ELCA Thankoffering service that we hold in many of our churches today.  

So, you can add coins of blessing to the piggy banks you received when we 
were still worshiping together. If you would like another piggy bank, they 
will be located in a bin outside the church starting Monday, July 13. Please 
feel free to come by the church and pick up your first or second piggy bank. 
We have much to be thankful for even in this time of unrest.  

The Thankoffering service will be held on Sunday, October 18. Stay tuned to 
see exactly what it will look like, either in person or virtually.  

NEW Learning Anti-Racism Group at ILC 
 

Church, it seems like you are always doing something new to make us proud. This summer a 
group of 12 members has been meeting weekly to explore ways to teach our community 
about injustice towards people of color.  The group discerned that the best way to engage the 
most people was to host a movie discussion series.  
 
Each month this fall has a different movie you can watch at home.  The third Thursday of the 
month Pr. Candice and the team will help us have faith-FULL small group conversations on 
Zoom around the movie, with scripture and prayer.  Join at anytime; invite your friends! 
Family-friendly conversations for everyone.  We recommend kids be reading "chapter books" 
to participate with a parent. 
 
 

 October 15 - Just Mercy 
 November 19 - 13th 

 August 20 - Emmanuel 
 Sept 17 -  Selma 

The ILC Anti-Racism group  

The ILC Anti-Racism group would like to invite everyone to join our Monthly Movie Club.  Each 
month watch a selected movie and then on the 3rd Thursday join us for a discussion via 
Zoom.  

For August, we will be watching the documentary Emanuel.  Emanuel is the story of the 
shooting at the Emanuel AME Church and its aftermath as told by the survivors and family 
members.  It is a poignant story of justice and faith, love and hate, examining the healing 
power of forgiveness.  The movie is available online via Starz free trial offer or can be rented 
on Amazon Prime.  Watch the movie and then join us for a discussion on Zoom at 7pm on Au-
gust 20, 2020.   

Backpack Blessing and School Supply Drive 
 

Join us in the parking lot on Sunday, August 9, 2020!  From 6:30pm - 7:00pm WELCA will host 
a school supply drive.  The congregation can drive through and donate any school suplies.   
These school supplies WELCA will donate to Ruth Baron Elementary School in PfISD. 
 
 At 7:00pm join Pastor Candice and Melissa Parry for a Backpack Blessing under the shade 
trees closest to the sanctuary front steps.  Students bring your backpacks and educators 
please join us as well for your back to school blessing.  Be sure to wear your face masks and 
practice social distancing. 

https://www.emanuelmovie.com/
https://www.starz.com/us/en/movies/57964

