
Immanuel Lutheran Church               
4th Sunday of Advent - December 20, 2020 

Worship Begins at 9:30 am
Gather some food and drink for communion
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Service starts in: 





Prelude
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If you are here for the first 
time, the first time back 
after a long time, or it’s 
only been a week since 
we were together:

Welcome to all.





Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be God,
Father,☩ Son, and Holy 
Spirit, whose forgiveness is 
sure and whose steadfast 
love endures forever.

C: Amen.



P: Together let us honestly 
and humbly confess that 
we have not lived as God 
desires.  Loving and 
forgiving God,



C: we confess that we are 
held captive by sin. In 
spite of our best efforts, 
we have gone astray. We 
have not welcomed the 
stranger; we have not 
loved our neighbor; we 
have not been Christ to 
one another.



C: Restore us, O God.
Wake us up and turn us 
from our sin. Renew us 
each day in the light of 
Christ. Amen.



P: People of God, hear 
this glad news: by God’s 
endless grace your sins 
are forgiven, and you are 
free—free from all that 
holds you back and free to 
live in the peaceable 
realm of God.



P: May you be 
strengthened in God’s 
love, ☩ comforted by 
Christ’s peace, and 
accompanied with the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



Opening Hymn
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First Reading: 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

1Now when the king was 
settled in his house, and 
the LORD had given him 
rest from all his enemies 
around him, 2the king said 
to the prophet Nathan, 
“See now, I am living in a 
house of cedar, but the ark 
of God stays in a tent.”



3Nathan said to the king, 
“Go, do all that you have 
in mind; for the LORD is 
with you.” 4But that same 
night the word of the LORD

came to Nathan: 5Go and 
tell my servant David: Thus 
says the LORD: Are you the 
one to build me a house to 
live in?



6I have not lived in a 
house since the day I 
brought up the people of 
Israel from Egypt to this 
day, but I have been 
moving about in a tent 
and a tabernacle.



7Wherever I have moved 
about among all the 
people of Israel, did I ever 
speak a word with any of 
the tribal leaders of Israel, 
whom I commanded to 
shepherd my people Israel, 
saying, “Why have you not 
built me a house of 
cedar?”



8Now therefore thus you 
shall say to my servant 
David: Thus says the LORD

of hosts: I took you from 
the pasture, from 
following the sheep to be 
prince over my people 
Israel;



9and I have been with you 
wherever you went, and 
have cut off all your 
enemies from before you; 
and I will make for you a 
great name, like the name 
of the great ones of the 
earth.



10And I will appoint a place 
for my people Israel and 
will plant them, so that 
they may live in their own 
place, and be disturbed no 
more; and evildoers shall 
afflict them no more, as 
formerly,



11from the time that I 
appointed judges over my 
people Israel; and I will 
give you rest from all your 
enemies. Moreover 
the LORD declares to you 
that the LORD will make 
you a house.



16Your house and your 
kingdom shall be made 
sure forever before me; 
your throne shall be 
established forever.

A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55 (read responsively)

46And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord,
47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,



48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.



50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to 
generation.
51He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered 
the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.



52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
53he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the 
rich away empty.



54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his 
mercy,
55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to 
Abraham and to his descendants forever."



25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according 
to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery that was 
kept secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed, and 
through the prophetic writings is made known to all the 
Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, 
to bring about the obedience of faith—27to the only 
wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory 
forever! Amen.

A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27
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26In the sixth month the 
angel Gabriel was sent by 
God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, 27to a 
virgin engaged to a man 
whose name was Joseph, 
of the house of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary.

Gospel: Luke 1:26-38



28And he came to her and 
said, “Greetings, favored 
one! The Lord is with 
you.” 29But she was much 
perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be.
30The angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with 
God.



31And now, you will 
conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you 
will name him Jesus. 32He 
will be great, and will be 
called the Son of the Most 
High, and the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of 
his ancestor David.



33He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and 
of his kingdom there will 
be no end.” 34Mary said to 
the angel, “How can this 
be, since I am a virgin?”
35The angel said to her, 
“The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore 
the child to be born will be 
holy; he will be called Son 
of God.



36And now, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son; 
and this is the sixth month 
for her who was said to be 
barren. 37For nothing will 
be impossible with God.”



38Then Mary said, “Here 
am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.” 
Then the angel departed 
from her.

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon
Welcome Pastor Anna Gordy



Sermon Hymn
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Apostles’ Creed



Prayers of the People

God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come 
quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers for 
everyone in need.

A brief silence.



Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this 
holy season we pray for our neighbors of other 
denominations and faiths. Inspire the faith of their 
people. Cultivate understanding among us and 
strengthen us in love and service to our community.

A: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.



Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the 

lowly. We pray for the leaders of all nations, that they 

amplify the voices of people in need. Guide all people 

entrusted with leadership, to create societies in which 

everyone can flourish.

A: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.



Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. 

Surround everyone in need of healing in body, mind, or 

spirit with your tender presence, especially…



Elois Sakewitz
Virginia Weiss
Judy Tawater
Randa Notwotny
Nelvira Wolff
Earl Klattenhoff

Sandra Noton
Billie Becker
Robin Rankin
Eddie Zamora
James Barnett

Fred Scott
Melvin Eilers
Eryn Emken
Betty Wolf
Doris Brian

A: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.



P: Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.



4 Ways to Give

512-548-3995
$25/50/100 to help
The greatest need now

Scan this QR code with your 
phone

Register for regular online giving
https://ilcpville.org/support-our-mission/

Send it in the mail
Immanuel Lutheran Church

500 Immanuel Road
Pflugerville, TX 78660
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Offering Song
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Offering Prayer

P: Generous God,

C: you have created all that is, and you provide for us 
in every season.  Bless all that we offer, that through 
these gifts the world will receive your blessing.  In the 
name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray.
Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Preface and Words of Institution



The Lord’s Prayer



COMMUNION

You are invited to commune:

This is the body of Christ, 

given for you.

This is the blood of Christ, 

shed for you.



Communion Hymn
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P: Gracious and abundant God, you have done great 
things for us, and we rejoice.  In this bread and cup you 
give us life forever.  In your boundless mercy, 
strengthen us and open our hearts to the world’s 
needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

Communion Blessing



Dismissal

A: Go in peace. Prepare 
the way of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.



Closing Hymn
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Let’s share a little good news!





Don’t forget to join us on 
Christmas Eve here on 
YouTube at 4:30 pm.

We look forward to sharing 
this special day with each 

of you!


