
 
 

 
 

 

3rd Sunday of Advent December 12, 2021, 10:30am  
 

Matthew Groenke – Pastor 
Melissa Parry – Director of Education Ministry 

Frieda Mottonen – Youth Director 
Sherry Markert – Business Administrator 

Jessica Pritchett – Worship & Communications Specialist 
Eric Estrada – Facilities Manager 
Jackie Porter – Office Assistant 

 
 
 
  

500 Immanuel Road, Pflugerville, TX 78660           512.251.4494         www.ilcpville.org 



 
  

            

Welcome to All! 
 

Mission: To thank, praise, honor and serve our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as we GATHER 
and worship, GROW in the Word, and SERVE God by serving people. 

 

Worship Protocol 
 

Please stay home if you are sick. 
Face masks are HIGHLY ENCOURAGED to avoid COVID spread. 
We have masks if you need one. 
You are encouraged to converse with each other OUTSIDE. 
Ushers will direct you to your seat. 
Worshipers in the same household may sit together. 
Communion elements are prepackaged. 
After the benediction, please follow instructions for dismissal. 

 

Photo & Video Policy 
 

By participating in Immanuel Lutheran’s services, ministry activities, classes, programs, and 
events:  

1. You consent to be photographed, videotaped or otherwise recorded; 
2. You grant your permission for Immanuel Lutheran to use recordings containing your image, 

likeness, voice, or statements, without compensation, credit, or other consideration to you, for 
Immanuel Lutheran’s promotional, publicity and other purposes, throughout the world and in 

perpetuity; and  
3. You agree to release, hold harmless and indemnify Immanuel Lutheran from any and all 

liabilities and claims involving the use of your image, likeness, voice, or statements.  
 

Songs and liturgy reprinted with permission CCLI #708394 ONE LICENSE #731020-A 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS003583 

 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 

The sacrament of communion is celebrated at all worship services every Sunday. All are welcome, 
believing that our Lord is present offering grace and forgiveness. Currently, we are offering pre-

packaged communion supplies.  Please pick these up as you walk in.  
  

Gluten-free wafers and/or white grape juice are available at all services. 

 

 
 

Please silence cell phones 



Gathering Song        People Look East    ELW 248
 People, look east. The time is near  

of the crowning of the year. 
 Make your house fair as you are able, 
 trim the hearth and set the table. 
 People, look east, and sing today— 
 Love, the Guest, is on the way. 
 

 Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 
 one more seed is planted there. 
 Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
 that in course the flow'r may flourish. 
 People, look east, and sing today— 
 Love, the Rose, is on the way. 
 

 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, 
 one more light the bowl shall brim, 
 shining beyond the frosty weather, 
 bright as sun and moon together. 
 People, look east, and sing today— 
 Love, the Star, is on the way. 
 

 Angels announce with shouts of mirth 
 him who brings new life to earth. 
 Set ev'ry peak and valley humming 
 with the word, the Lord is coming. 
 People, look east, and sing today— 
 Love, the Lord, is on the way.

Text: Eleanor E. Farjeon, 1881-1965 Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates. 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who alone does wonders, 
who lifts up the lowly, 
who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of 
God and of one another. 

 

     Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God for whom we wait, 
in the presence of one another, 
we confess our sin before you. 
We fail in believing that your good news 
is for us. 
We falter in our call to tend your 
creation. 
We find our sense of self in material 
wealth. 

We fear those different from ourselves. 
We forget that we are your children 
and turn away from your love. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, 
and assure us again of your saving grace. 
Amen. 
 

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor 
upon you! 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit,  

☩ your sins are forgiven. 
You are children of the Most High, 
inheritors of the eternal promise, 
and recipients of divine mercy. 
God strengthens you anew to follow the 
way of peace. 
Amen 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath  
We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks our days of preparation for 
Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, strengthen our hearts as we await 
the Lord’s coming in glory. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may serve our neighbors in 
need. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws 
near. 
Amen. 

Light three candles. 
 Light One Candle           ELW 240 



 

Light three candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. Lift your heads and lift high the 
gateway for the King of glory. 

Natalie Sleeth  c 1976 by Hinshaw Music, Inc.One License A-731020   song # 25661 
Prayer of the Day  

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching of John, that, 
rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen 

  

First Reading     Zephaniah 3:14-20 
14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
O daughter Jerusalem! 15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away 
your enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. 
16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. 
17The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with 
gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing 18as on a day of 
festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. 19I will deal with 
all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change 
their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. 20At that time I will bring you home, at the 
time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the 
earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading    Philippians 4:4-7 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 
The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Gospel      Luke 3:7-18 
 

7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 

you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to 

yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 

raise up children to Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 

therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

  10And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to them, “Whoever 

has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do 

likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should 

we do?” 13He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also 

asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by 

threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 



  15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 

John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with 

water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 

sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to 

clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.” 

  18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

Sermon Hymn                Awake, Awake & Greet the New Morn   ELW 242 
 Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,  
 for angels herald its dawning. 
 Sing out your joy, for soon he is born,  
 behold! the Child of our longing. 
 Come as a baby weak and poor, 
 to bring all hearts together, 
 he opens wide the heav'nly door  
 and lives now inside us forever. 
 

 To us, to all in sorrow and fear,  
 Emmanuel comes a-singing, 
 his humble song is quiet and near,  
 yet fills the earth with its ringing; 
 music to heal the broken soul  
 and hymns of lovingkindness, 
 the thunder of his anthems roll  
 to shatter all hatred and blindness. 
 

 In darkest night his coming shall be,  
 when all the world is despairing, 
 as morning light so quiet and free,  
 so warm and gentle and caring. 
 Then shall the mute break forth in song,  
 the lame shall leap in wonder, 
 the weak be raised above the strong,  
 and weapons be broken asunder. 
 

 Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night,  
 though dark the winter and cheerless, 
 the rising sun shall crown you with light,  
 be strong and loving and fearless. 
 Love be our song and love our prayer  
 and love our endless story; 
 may God fill ev'ry day we share  
 and bring us at last into glory. 
 

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 Text © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 

license from copyright administrator. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s 

only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
Hear us O God, 

Your mercy is great. 
 



Offering                                      
 

Offering Song    What Can’t Wait 
Joy can’t wait; she beckons brightly, giving grace amid the gloom. 
God is God of new beginnings, failed, forgotten buds will bloom. 
God forgives and gives us laughter, mirth that mothers us to health. 
Joy surrounds before and after, endless source of wondrous wealth. 

C 2019 Stephen M Fearing  Used with Permission 

 

Offering Prayer 
 

God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all 
your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, 
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 
Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Communion 
 

Communion Song       The King of Glory 
The King of glory comes, 
the nation rejoices. 
Open the gates before him, 
lift up your voices. 
 

Who is the King of glory; 
how shall we call him? 
He is Emmanuel, 
the promised of ages. 
 

The King of glory comes, 
the nation rejoices. 
Open the gates before him, 

lift up your voices. 
 

 He gave his life for us, 
the pledge of salvation, 
He took upon himself 
the sins of the nation. 
 

The King of glory comes, 
the nation rejoices. 
Open the gates before him, 
lift up your voices. 
Text © Willard F. Jabusch. Administered by OCP.  
Music: Trad. Israeli folk song.  Arr c  Augsburg Fortress 

 

 
 



Blessing 
 

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 
 

Closing Song           All Earth is Hopeful    ELW 266  
All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 

 Furrows lie open for God's creative task: 
 this, the labor of people who struggle to see 
 how God's truth and justice set ev'rybody 

free. 
 

 People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell: 
 "A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel"; 
 she conceived him, "God with us,"  

our brother, whose birth restores hope and 
courage to children of this earth. 

 

 Mountains and valleys will have to be 
prepared;  new highways opened, new 
protocols declared. Almost here! God is 
nearing, in beauty and grace! All clear ev'ry 
gateway, in haste, come out in haste! 

 

 We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib. 
 This same Lord Jesus today has come to live 

in our world; he is present, in neighbors we 
see our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free. 

 

Good News 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We Are Grateful to These Volunteers:      Next Week’s Volunteers: 
Assisting Minister – Candy Hansen          Assisting Minister – Devorah Jakubowsky 
Greeters – Clifford & Joann Damstorm              Greeters – Clifford & Joann Damstorm 
Altar Guild – Doug & Randa Nowotny     Altar Guild - Doug & Randa Nowotny 
Chapel Greeter – Carlton & Marilyn Lorfing       Chapel Greeter - Carlton & Marilyn Lorfing  
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
 

FREE Prayer Shawls: Do you know someone who is sick or hospitalized or grieving the loss of a loved 
one? Maybe you know someone celebrating new life or graduation or marriage? Whatever the 
reason, please consider giving them a free hand-knitted or crocheted prayer shawl as a tangible 
expression of care and support. You may select from the shawls located in the craft room. A gift bag, 
card and tissue paper are provided for your convenience. Thank you for your consideration! 
Wreaths Across America: The Wreath Ceremony recognizing all military groups and first responders 
will be at 11AM at the flagpole. All are invited to attend. Bring your own portable seat if desired. 
Adopt an ILDS classroom: We are so thankful for our ILC Day School Teachers! Let’s show them our 
love through the holidays by adopting a classroom. Stop by the Parish Hall Christmas Tree (to the left) 
and pick a classroom ornament containing their need list items. Last day to drop gifts off is January 
4th. This can be done anonymously or not, just be sure to include the ornament, so we know which 
class to give the items to. Give the gift of education and learning fun to the children at the Day 
School!!!      Upcoming Services 

Blue Christmas     December 21, 2021 at 7pm Sanctuary. This will be a prayer and healing service for those 

grieving/suffering during the holidays. 
  

   Christmas Eve      4:30pm & 7pm in the Sanctuary 
 

   Christmas Day   10 am in the Sanctuary  
 


