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The church year is quickly speeding towards Lent, which this year begins on 

February 14
th

 with Ash Wednesday. I would like to share two prayers with 

you in preparation for our Lenten journey. 

  

“O loving God, to turn away from you is to fall, to turn toward you is to 

rise, and to stand before you is to abide forever. Grant us, dear God, in all 

our duties your help; in all our uncertainties your guidance; in all our 

dangers your protection; and in all our sorrows your peace; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen”(Augustine of Hippo, ELW pg.87) 

  

  

“Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us 

sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; 

where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is 

darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so 

much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to under-

stand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in par-

doning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eter-

nal life. Amen”(Francis of Assisi, ELW pg. 87) 

  

God’s peace and love, 

Pastor Matthew Groenke 

Message From Your Pastor 
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Series editor’s note: During 2023, “Deeper understandings” has featured biblical scholars reflecting on one of the books of the Old Testament. 
This is the final entry in the series. —Kathryn A. Kleinhans, dean of Trinity Lutheran Seminary at Capital University, Columbus, Ohio, on behalf of 
the ELCA’s seminaries 

Exodus combines all the elements to make it a favorite book of the Bible: high drama, friends in low places, holy callings, essential theology, cove-
nantal promise and basic divine law. Throughout the book we find dabs of theological humor that tell the truth twice about us and about God. 

High drama 

Exodus begins with God’s people enslaved in Egypt. Why were they enslaved? Because the new pharaoh (“the man,” the power who keeps peo-
ple down) was afraid of the Israelites and “did not know Joseph” (1:8)—that is, he didn’t know that one of these Israelites was key to the pharaoh’s 
thriving household. Are not those two reasons—fear and ignorance—still the cause of so much sin? We grow afraid of those different from us and 
forget that people different from us have blessed us.  

Friends in low places 

So how did God begin to liberate his enslaved people? Through tenacious women at the bottom of society—two enslaved midwives who defied 
Pharaoh’s order to murder newborn Israelites. God worked through a mother who loved her son enough to set him free in a basket in the Nile, and 
through Pharaoh’s daughter, who found that son and raised him. That boy was named Moses. Moses eventually had to flee Egypt because he 
killed an Egyptian slave master who was beating enslaved Hebrew people. 

Holy callings 

God was not done with Moses or the Israelites; God heard the cries of his suffering people. God called Moses to free them. Moses wasn’t too keen 
on returning to the land where he committed his crime. Three times he tried to turn down God’s call. But God revealed to Moses the divine name 
of YHWH, and Moses finally said yes. (Many of our Jewish neighbors do not pronounce God’s name because of the commandment found in Exo-
dus 10:7: “You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God.” Out of respect for those neighbors, only the consonants in God’s 
name are printed; when you see “YHWH,” say instead, “the Lord.”) 

Essential theology 

With the divine name YHWH in his pocket, Moses confronts Pharaoh in an epic battle of plagues to determine to whom Israel belonged. Were the 
Hebrews Pharaoh’s slaves? Or was Israel YHWH’s free people? Long story short, YHWH handed Pharaoh a massive defeat. Israel was YHWH’s 
free people. 

The Book of Exodus combines all the elements to make it a favorite book of the Bible. 
God says, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery” (Deuteronomy 5:6). The deliverance 
from Egypt is essential theology—it is the Easter moment of the Old Testament. It tells us forever that our God YHWH is the God of freedom, who 
delivers the chosen people from bondage. Praise the Lord! Every year at Passover (for God’s people, the Jews) and at Easter (for God’s people, 
the church), we remember through ritual meal and worship that God brought Israel out of Egypt and raised Jesus from the dead. 

A little humor: Back to Egypt! 

After God freed the Israelites, the first thing they did was complain. “Hey, God! Did you bring us out here only to kill us by thirst? Or by hunger? At 
least when we were slaves, we had food! Take us back to the fleshpots of Egypt, please! We miss the leeks and onions!” Doesn’t this humorous 
little story tell the truth about human nature? How quick we are to lose faith in God when we’re afraid. We do all love the fleshpots of Egypt! Every 
church and seminary has a “Back to Egypt Committee.” But God leads us forward with forgiveness. 

Covenantal promise 

Exodus tells the truth twice. We may be quick to lose faith, but God is quick to prove trustworthy. God provides water and manna and leads the 
people to Mount Sinai, where God forges a covenant with them: “I will take you as my people, and I will be your God” (Exodus 6:7). A divine cove-
nant is an eternal promise. YHWH will forever be Israel’s God. Israel will forever be God’s people. 

Basic divine law 

After establishing the covenant, God gives Israel the gift of the Ten Commandments (20:1-21). They teach us how to love the neighbor as our-
selves. Do you want to love your neighbor? Then follow these commandments: Love God and only God. Don’t worship any idols. Don’t misuse 
God’s name. Everyone gets a day off for rest and worship. Take care of the elderly and people with disabilities. Don’t murder. Don’t commit adul-
tery. Don’t steal. Don’t slander your neighbor. Don’t covet your neighbor’s spouse or house. 

More humor: Let’s worship a calf! 

To remind us that we aren’t good at keeping God’s laws, Exodus then tells us how the people thought it would be a grand idea to worship a calf—a 
false image of YHWH. God grows a bit angry, but Moses reminds God that God promised to be the God of Israel (32:11-14). So God forgives. 
Every congregation and seminary also has a “Let’s Worship a Calf Committee.” But God leads us forward with grace and love. 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/tag/deeper-understandings/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2023/06/the-story-behind-the-story/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+1&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+5%3A6&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+6&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+20&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+32&version=NRSVUE
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Tired and Retired 

  Benevolence/Angel Fund  

 Pipe Organ Fund  

 Sotaria Fund  

 Pre-Theological Fund  

 Youth Special Fund  

 Children's Restricted Fund  

 Collin Lovett Scholarship     

Fund  

 150th Anniversary Fund 

  General Fund  
 Building Fund Cemetery  

 Operating Fund  

 Cemetery Endowment Fund  

 Technology Fund  

 Food Pantry Fund  

 Backpack Ministry 

 Prayer Garden 
 
 

Giving Opportunities  

 

 
 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry will hold its next meeting at 9:00 am on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 10th, in the Gather room.  All are welcome as we knit/crochet comfort for 

others and enjoy each other's company.  Contact Bonnie Sassman at bsas-
sy55@aim.com or Elizabeth Arndt at earndt0@gmail.com for more information.  

Our New Year group of twenty-two enjoyed another brown bag lunch with several activities. Folks ar-
rived to a game of what people liked to eat that made them a real Texan. Jeff Reeb won by liking all 36 
foods listed. 
 

The Day School Explorer Class sang with a lot of enthusiasm: “Jesus Loves the Little Children”, “The 
ABC Song” and “The Lord’s Army”. Thanks to them for entertaining us. Announcements were made by 
Vernagene Mott and Pastor Matthew. 
 

For the 150 anniversary coming up on May 26, we need an item for the time capsule. The pastor led 
us in singing 3 winter songs and “Auld Lang Syne” partly in Scottish! 
  

Thanks so much to Diane Anderson who provided the neat door prizes which were won by: Pastor 
Matthew, Terry Moore, Oleen Covey, Dorothy Warren, and Lucille Houston. 
 
 Janelle had a comical question-and-answer reading done by schoolchildren. 

 
 Won’t you join us on Valentine’s Day, Wednesday, February 14, at 11:30 am for a brown bag lunch. 

Let’s see how many hearts we can collect. 

 

 
 

JUSTICE MINISTRY 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Justice Ministry will hold its next meeting at 7:00 pm on Monday, February 
26th, via Zoom using the link Justice Ministry Meeting via Zoom. Please join as 

we determine new ways to serve in response to God’s love to meet human 
needs, advocating dignity and justice for all people, working for peace and rec-
onciliation among the nations, and standing with the poor and powerless, and 

committing itself to their needs. Contact Elizabeth Arndt at earndt0@gmail.com 
for more information.  

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

The Stewardship Committee will hold its next meeting at 5:00 pm on Tuesday, 
February 13h, via Zoom using the link Stewardship Committee Meeting via 
Zoom. Please join us as we determine new ways to grow our understanding 
of Christian stewardship and energize the use of time, talent, and treasure of 
this congregation! Contact Elizabeth Arndt at earndt0@gmail.com for more in-

formation.  
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Melissa Weiss Parry, melissap@ilcpville.org 

  EDUCATION MINISTRY   February 2024 
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. - John 15:9 

 

  Jesus Loves Me and Jesus Loves YOU!  Love is a small, simple word, but a word that can create 
some big emotions and life altering decisions.  Jesus gave up his life for the love of all humankind.  
This is an example of God’s love, he gave his only Son’s life so that we can continue to spread his 
Word today and into the next millennium.   
  God loves us when we are sad, when we are lonely, when we are scared, and when we are happy.  
God has the ultimate plan for each one of us.  We may not know what the plan is, but we have need 
to trust in our Lord that He knows what is best for each one of us.  Think about a time when some-
thing unexpected happened to you.  If it was a good experience, remember how you felt.  Was it a 
time that you could not stop smiling?  Was God showing you how good life is?  If it was a bad expe-
rience, how did you persevere?  What did you learn?  Maybe God was teaching you something new 
or wanting you to open your eyes to something else.  Either experience, good or bad, God was show-
ing his love towards you.  My wish for you this month is to look for God’s love all around you! 
  I look forward to continue to gathering with you as we grow in God’s word together, and serve God 
by serving and LOVING others! 
 

Melissa Weiss Parry, Director of Education 

  Secret Prayer Sisters 2024 
 

  Secret Prayer Sisters for 2024 will begin at the end of February!   You will 
pray for a sister in Christ for a year and then another sister prays for you!  You 
send anonymous cards and encouragement throughout the year.  To join this 
wonderful group of prayer warriors, email Melissa Parry, by February 14 at: 
     melissap@ilcpville.org 
 

Or sign up online at:  https://forms.gle/19b4K3eLN2wgcF1cA 

 

Lenten Devotional 2024 
 

  Pick up your Lenten Devotional from the ELCA outside of worship of both  
the Sanctuary and the Parish Hall. 

Children’s Hand Bell Choir on Easter 
 

 Children aged 2 - 5th grade will play the hand bells on Easter Sunday at 
the 9:30am service in the Parish Hall, March 31, 2024. 

 
 To participate, please attend Sunday School at 9:15am on Sunday  
mornings in February and March to learn the song and how to play the  

handbells!  

Easter Egg Hunt, Sunday, March 24, 2024, Palm Sunday 
 
 

Candy and Egg donations will be accepted in bins outside Parish Hall 
and Office or to Melissa Parry, melissap@ilcpville.org 

 
Would you be willing to sponsor a petting zoo for 

Palm Sunday Easter Egg Hunt?   
Who doesn’t love animals?  What a great and fun 

experience for the children to learn and see different animals and learn about all 
the creatures God created!  If you are able to help with a financial donation to 

this event, please contact  
Melissa Parry, David Hufstedler, or the church office! 

https://forms.gle/19b4K3eLN2wgcF1cA
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REMEMBER WHEN 

The next 4 Images (Feb-May) will include some of the ILC memories you submit to vrmott@aol.com. 
Photos may also be attached if desired.  

 

 

 

Sunday May 26, 1974 was the 100th(Centennial) Anniversary. 5 Councilmen are still active  
today: Atlan Pfluger Jr., Robert Weiss, Wilbert Becker, Edward Volek, & Don Lee Wolf. The  

Texas Historical Marker on the front of the sanctuary was dedicated at 10AM, service at 
10:30, fellowship dinner in the then Parish Hall (currently the Office/Parlor space) with        

another worship service at 2:30 for the community followed by refreshments. 

The 125th Anniversary, May 30, 1999 events included unveiling the road sign for the newly 
named IMMANUEL Road (formerly Dessau Road), dedication of the Stained Glass Windows 
in the chapel (Pastor Ray Kraemer created and crafted the windows as a gift), burying of the 

time capsule, special memorabilia exhibits, self-guided cemetery tours, balloon release 
(each balloon had a message attached with name from SS or ILDS child. Pastor Casey Zesch 

preached "The Church Inheritance", catered BBQ lunch (700 attending with 60 members 
bringing cakes and 40 members bringing German rice), and ground breaking for the gym/

ILDS complex. 

Mark your calendar to attend the 150th(sesquicentennial) Anniversary May 26, 2024.  
Volunteers needed. 
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Greeters 
8:00am  

  Sanctuary:   
                 James & Barbara Bohls 
            

  Chapel:    
            Carlton & Marilyn Lorfing 

 

10:30am 
  Parish Hall:  Janelle Hebbe         
  Chapel:    Sherry Wukasch  

Volunteers for the Month 

Altar Guild  
 

8:00am  
Feb. 4 & 11:  
             Martha Sansom 

Feb. 18 & 25:  
   Sherri Hoefling 
 

10:30am  
 Sherry Wukasch &  

Peggy Parker     

Worship Assistants  
 

4th      Bob Lovett 
11th      Jean Gifford 
18th      Charla Dubes 
25th      Devorah Jakubowsky 

We Lift These Names Up In Prayer 
Sandra Noton, Virginia Weiss, Wilbert & Billie Becker, Judy Tawater,  Betty Wolf, Gail 
Hammett, LaVerne Scott, Betty Wicklund, Hal Kuempel, Gloria Allmon, Marie Davis, 
Nathzele Pfluger, Robert Boehm, Mary Hufstedler, Linda Lane, Catharine Klein,      
John Estes, Brenda Hagn, Chris Rankin, Brian Kleen, Johnny Pritchett 

Service Times / Sunday School 
 

8:00am, Sanctuary Service    9:15am, Sunday School          10:30am, Parish Hall Service 
 

Sunday School locations for 9:15am: 
 

PreK  - 5th grade:  Meet in the Basement under the Sanctuary 
 

6th -  8th grade:    Confirmation Class in the Youth Room and classroom by gym / bistro 
 

High School:  Meet in Youth Room by gym / bistro 
 

Adult Classes: “Pathfinders” in person in the Parlor or via Zoom, discussing “The Wired Word”  
            weekly, which is a Bible Study based on relevant, current, weekly news articles. 
 

    “Searchers” Class Conference Room, Exploring the Gospel, led by Dorothy Kraemer. 
 

     “Growers” meet in the Grow Room.  Barbara Bohls is leading “Help Is Here” by 
   Max Lucado.  Finding fresh strength and purpose in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

No Sunday School, March 10, 2024, Spring Break 
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1st — Noel Eickbusch &   

 Gwynelyn Kunze 

 

3rd — Bob Avant &  

  Madison Kusano 

 

4th - Madison Zavala &  

  Asher Sutton 

 

5th - Jennifer Herrity &      

 Diane Markert 

 

6th - Joann Damstrom 

 

7th — Mason Deckard,  

 Katelyn Diamond, Linda Volek,  

      & Mark Reiland 

 

8th — Stephanie Nations,  

Emily Rankin, & Blake Kuempel 

 

9th — Gloria Kuempel &  

  Mike Klepac 

 

10th — Seth Perisho &  

  Taylor Farro 

 

11th — Samantha Mullin &   

 Glenda Loeve 

 

12th - Madysen Zamora &   

 Easton Peters 

 

13th — Diana Zavala 

 

14th - Dawn Porter 

 

15th — Isabelle King,  

  Zachary Priem, & Ruth Krieg 

 

 

 

16th — Madison Petermann 

  

17th — Amelia Mullin,  

  Daniel Bloemker, Jay Hamilton, 

  & Sabastian Hamilton 

 

18th — Rachel Weiss,  

   Dean Hoffman, Ethan Visness,  

        & Zoe Frazier 

 

19th — Erik Hendrickson,  

        Malorie Visness, &  

       MacKenna Perisho 

 

20th — Robert Tanner 

 

21st - Hayden Perry &  

         Adam Miller 

 

22nd — Marielle Deckard  

      & Susan Moellenberg 

 

23rd — David Randazzo,  

   Alyssa King, Dana Davis,  

        & Romney Navarro 

 

24th — Christie Reiland 

 

25th - Melissa Malinowski 

 

26th - Gwendolyn Gifford  

        & Andrew Deckard  

 

27th — Monica Mmbando 

 

28th — Nadja Kunze 


