Sanctuary Worship Service
First Sunday of Advent Sunday November 30, 2025, 8:00 AM

PRELUDE

There is a Great Joy A Coming
There is a great joy a coming,
There is a great joy a coming,
There is a great joy a coming
To the whole people my Lord.

Glory, glory! Glory Glory!
Glory be to God in the highest,
Peace, good will toward men.

Buryl Red | Ragan Courtney © 1972. Renewed 2000 Van Ness Press, Inc. (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) CCLI License#708394

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
whose home is heaven and earth,

whose salvation is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Long-expected God,

we confess that we look to ourselves

for the peace and security only you can provide.
We reach for swords and spears,

reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war.
We become impatient while waiting

and weary of keeping awake.

Free us from self-reliance,

and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Increase our trust in God’s timing,

and awaken us to your advent among us,

that we may abound in the hope you have promised.
Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve,

but according to God’s own righteousness.

+ You are freed and forgiven,

saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.
Amen.



OPENING HYMN
Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
ELW 242

Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,
for angels herald its dawning.
Sing out your joy, for soon he is born,
behold! the Child of our longing.
Come as a baby weak and poor,
to bring all hearts together,
he opens wide the heav'nly door
and lives now inside us forever.

To us, to all in sorrow and fear,
Emmanuel comes a-singing,
his humble song is quiet and near,
yet fills the earth with its ringing;
music to heal the broken soul
and hymns of lovingkindness,
the thunder of his anthems roll
to shatter all hatred and blindness.

In darkest night his coming shall be,
when all the world is despairing,
as morning light so quiet and free,
so warm and gentle and caring.
Then shall the mute break forth in song,
the lame shall leap in wonder,
the weak be raised above the strong,
and weapons be broken asunder.

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night,
though dark the winter and cheerless,
the rising sun shall crown you with light,
be strong and loving and fearless.
Love be our song and love our prayer
and love our endless story;
may God fill ev'ry day we share
and bring us at last into glory.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 Text © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved.
Used by permission. One License A-731020



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW p. top 204
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.

2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.

3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claim you; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - 1or, you have come from heav’'n a- bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

Lighting the Advent Wreath

We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of preparation for

Christ’s advent. As we light the first candle on this wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we
may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes with all the saints and angels. Enlighten
us with your grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. Grant this through
Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.

Amen.

Light the first candle.



Light One Candle

ELW 240

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise

Natalie Sleeth ¢ 1976 by Hinshaw Music, Inc.One License A-731020 song # 25661

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING ASSISTING MINISTER
Isaiah 2:1-5
! The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
’In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of
the mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.
3 Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in
his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem.
*He shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat
their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up
sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any more. > O house of Jacob, come, let
us walk
in the light of the LORD!

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

RESPONSIVE READING

Psalm 122

'T was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.”

>Now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.

3 Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself;

*to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, the assembly of Israel, to praise the
name of the LORD.

> For there are the thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David.

°Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you.

"Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers.

® For the sake of my kindred and companions, I pray for your prosperity.

’ Because of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek to do you good.”



SECOND READING ASSISTING MINISTER

Romans 13:11-14
' Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; '* the night
1s far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the
armor of light; ' let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not
in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. '* Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p. 151
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - lu - ia.
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The holy gospel according to Matthew 24th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL PASTOR
Matthew 24:36-44

Jesus said to the disciples,] *° “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels
of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 3’ For as the days of Noah were, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. * For as in the days before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, *° and they
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming
of the Son of Man. %’ Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be

left. ¥ Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be

left. *> Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is

coming. ** But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house



be broken into. * Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
hour you do not expect.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

The King Shall Come
ELW 260 (sung to ELW 779)

The King shall come when morning dawns
and light triumphant breaks,
when beauty gilds the eastern hills
and life to joy awakes.

Not as of old a little child,
to bear and fight and die,
but crowned with glory like the sun
that lights the morning sky.

Oh, brighter than the rising morn
when Christ, victorious, rose
and left the lonesome place of death,
despite the rage of foes.

Oh, brighter than that glorious morn
shall dawn upon our race
the day when Christ in splendor comes,
and we shall see his face.

The King shall come when morning dawns
and light and beauty brings.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray:
come quickly, King of kings.

Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925 One License A-731020

APOSTLES’ CREED PASTOR
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he



is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ASSISTING MINISTER
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

OFFERING ASSISTING MINISTER

Ways to digitally give:
o Text: “ILC” to 73256 and fill out the form
e Online at www.ilcpville.org
e Realm app

SHARING OF THE PEACE OF THE LORD
OFFERTORY HYMN

He Came Down
ELW 253

He came down that we may have love;

he came down that we may have love;

he came down that we may have love;
hallelujah forevermore.

He came down that we may have light;

he came down that we may have light;

he came down that we may have light;
hallelujah forevermore.

He came down that we may have peace;

he came down that we may have peace;

he came down that we may have peace;
hallelujah forevermore.

He came down that we may have joy;

he came down that we may have joy;

he came down that we may have joy;
hallelujah forevermore.

Text: Cameroon traditional, One License A-731020
OFFERING PRAYER PASTOR
Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world
signs of your kingdom come.
Amen.


http://www.ilcpville.org/
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION PASTOR

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD ELW p. 154
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COMMUNION PASTOR
COMMUNION HYMN

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
ELW 257 (vs1,2,7, & 8)
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.



Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O Wisdom from on high,
embracing all things far and nigh:
in strength and beauty come and stay;
teach us your will and guide our way.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O King of nations, come,
O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Koln, 1710; tr. Composite Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. One License A-731020

Creator of the Stars of Night

ELW 245 (tune 644)

Creator of the stars of night,
your people's everlasting light,
O Christ, redeemer of us all,
we pray you hear us when we call.

When this old world drew on toward night,
you came; but not in splendor bright,
not as a monarch, but the child
of Mary, blessed mother mild.

At your great name, O Jesus, now
all knees must bend, all hearts must bow:
all things on earth with one accord,
like those in heav'n, shall call you Lord.



Come in your holy might, we pray,
redeem us for eternal day;
defend us while we dwell below
from all assaults of our dread foe.

To God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Spirit, Three in One,
praise, honor, might, and glory be
from age to age eternally. Amen.

Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Hymnal 1940, alt Text © 1940 Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing Incorporated. All rights reserved. ONELICENSE #A-
731020

Wait for the Lord
ELW 262 (sung 2x)
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!

Text: Taizé Community
Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved.
Used by permission. ONELICENSE #A-731020

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God our host,

at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast,

welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

PASTOR

BLESSING
May God who comes among us,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness,
and good news to share today and always.
Amen.

PASTOR

CLOSING HYMN

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
ELW 244 (vs 1 & 4)

Rejoice, rejoice, believers,
and let your lights appear;
the evening is advancing,
and darker night is near.
The bridegroom is arising



and soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle;
at midnight comes the cry.

Our hope and expectation,

O Jesus, now appear;
arise, O Sun so longed for,
o'er this benighted sphere.

With hearts and hands uplifted,
we plead, O Lord, to see
the day of earth's redemption
that sets your people free!

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907, One License A-731020

GOOD NEWS ASSISTING MINISTER

Soon and Very Soon
ELW 439

Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King.
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King.
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King.
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King.
Hallelujah, hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah.

Text & Music Andrae Crouch, b. 1845 Text & Music C 1976 Bud John Songs, Inc./Crouch Music, adin. EMI Christian Music Publishing, One License A-731020

DISMISSAL ASSISTING MINISTER

Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.



