
Parish Hall Worship Service 

Second Sunday of Christmas – Sunday January 4, 2026, 10:30 AM 
 

GATHERING SONG            

O Come, All Ye Faithful 
O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him, 

born the king of angels: 

 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 

 

The highest, most holy, 

light of light eternal, 

born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

Son of the Father 

now in flesh appearing! 

 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, 

sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God 

in the highest: 

 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 

 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 

born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 

Word of the Father, 

now in flesh appearing: 

 



O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2 ONELICENSE #731020-A 

 

WELCOME            PASTOR 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS          PASTOR 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty Savior, 

Prince of Peace. 

Amen. 

Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, 

let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, 

we yearn for your presence to transform 

our grief, pain, and despair. 

We confess that we have not always prepared 

room in our hearts for your love; 

we have not always recognized 

your presence among us; 

we have not always embraced your message of peace. 

We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, 

oppression, and fear. 

We confess our failure to make room 

for those seeking refuge; our participation in violent systems 

that harm your innocent ones; 

our reluctance to embody your good news. 

Be born in us today 

and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. 

Amen. 

God’s grace upon grace flows over you. 

☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. 

Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! 

Amen. 
 

OPENING SONG 

Joy to the World 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her king; 

let ev'ry heart prepare him room 



and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

No more let sin and sorrow grow 

nor thorns infest the ground; 

he comes to make his blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, 

far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, ONELICENSE #731020-A 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                                  PASTOR 
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By 

your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING                   ASSISTING MINISTER 

Jeremiah 31:7-14 
7 Thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, 

  “Save, O LORD, your people,the remnant of Israel.” 
8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north and gather them from the 

farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those 

in labor together; a great company, they shall return here. 
9 With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back; 

I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path where they shall not stumble, 

 for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 



10 Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him and will keep him as a shepherd does a 

flock.”11 For the LORD has ransomed Jacob and has redeemed him from hands too strong 

for him.12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant 

over the goodness of the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young 

of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall 

never languish again. 
13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall 

be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy; I will comfort them and give them gladness 

for sorrow. 14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied 

with my bounty, says the Lord. 

 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSIVE READING                  ASSISTING MINISTER 

Psalm 147:12-20   

12 Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion, 
13 who has strengthened the bars of your gates and has blessed your children within 

you. 
14 God has established peace on your borders and satisfies you with the finest wheat. 
15 God sends out a command to the earth, a word that runs very swiftly.  
16 God gives snow like wool, scattering frost like ashes. 
17 God scatters hail like bread crumbs. Who can stand against God’s cold? 
18 The LORD sends forth the word and melts them; the wind blows, and the waters flow. 
19 God declares the word to Jacob, statutes and judgments to Israel. 
20 The LORD has not done so to any other nation; they do not know God’s 

judgments. Hallelujah!  

 

SECOND READING                                         ASSISTING MINISTER 

Ephesians 1:3-14 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before 

the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us 

for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his 

will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In 

him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according 

to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has 

made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth 

in Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in 

heaven and things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been 

destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his 

counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for 

the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the 



gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the 

promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s 

own people, to the praise of his glory. 

 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

GOSPEL                       PASTOR 

John 1:[1-9]10-18 
[1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and 

without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, 

and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

did not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 

testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, 

but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 

coming into the world.] 
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 

know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But 

to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 

God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 

God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 

as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, 

“This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was 

before me.’ ”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law 

indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one 

has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has 

made him known. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 

                                                        

SONG OF THE DAY   

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn king; 



peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled." 

Joyful, all you nations, rise; 

join the triumph of the skies; 

with angelic hosts proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn king!" 

 

Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come, 

offspring of a virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 

Hail, incarnate deity! 

Pleased as man with us to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel! 

 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn king!" 

 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! 

Hail the Sun of righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

ris'n with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

born that we no more may die, 

born to raise each child of earth, 

born to give us second birth. 

 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn king!" 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. ONELICENSE #731020-A 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                   PASTOR  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE               ASSISTING MINISTER 
Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

OFFERING                        ASSISTING MINISTER 

Ways to digitally give:                              
• Text: “ILC” to 73256 and fill out the form 

• Online at www.ilcpville.org 

• Realm app 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE OF THE LORD        

 

PASSING THE OFFERING PLATE 

 

OFFERTORY SONG    

They Stood in Silent Prayer 
The little lambs were standing there beside the holy babe  

They gazed with awe upon the child while shepherds knelt to pray  

They seemed at once to understand the wonder lying there  

And all around the manger they stood in silent prayer  

 

Oh yes the Lord is come oh yes the King is here  

And all around the manger they stood in silent prayer  

Hallelujah hallelujah hallelujah  

 

The cattle grazing in the fields could hear the shepherds pray  

They turned and slowly came to find the stranger in the hay  

They bowed their heads in silence there was no sign of fear  

And all around the manger they stood in silent prayer 

 

Oh yes the Lord is come oh yes the King is here  

And all around the manger they stood in silent prayer  

Hallelujah hallelujah hallelujah  

 

The donkey, oxen soon appeared for they had been afraid  

They could not understand the gathering ev’ry one had made  

And then they saw the Christ Child now sleeping in his bed  

At once they knew the meaning and slowly bowed their heads 

  

Oh yes the Lord is come oh yes the King is here  

And all around the manger they stood in silent prayer  

Hallelujah hallelujah hallelujah 
Written by Alex Zanetis 

http://www.ilcpville.org/


OFFERING PRAYER                               PASTOR  

God of glory, great are your wonders among us 

and many are the blessings you bestow. 

Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, 

that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, 

through Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING                 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you 

Lift up your hearts 

We lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

It is right to give our thanks and praise
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                    PASTOR 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION                   PASTOR 
 

COMMUNION SONGS               

Away in a Manger 
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 

but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 

and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care 

and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 
Text: North American, 19th cent. ONELICENSE #731020-A 



The First Noel 
The first Noel the angel did say 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

Born is the King of Israel. 

 

They looked up and saw a star 

shining in the east beyond them far; 

and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night. 

 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

Born is the King of Israel. 

 

And by the light of that same star 

three wise men came from country far; 

to seek for a king was their intent, 

and to follow the star wherever it went. 

 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

Born is the King of Israel. 

 

This star drew near to the northwest, 

o'er Bethlehem it took its rest; 

and there it did both stop and stay 

right over the place where Jesus lay. 

 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

Born is the King of Israel. 

 

Then entered in those wise men three, 

full rev'rently upon their knee, 

and offered there in his presence 

their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. 

 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

Born is the King of Israel. 
 

Text: English traditional, ONELICENSE #731020-A 
 

 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                 PASTOR 
Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. 

May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts 

the mystery of your presence. 

Move us to discover the wonders of your love 

in the everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING             PASTOR 
The triune God, 

glorious Mystery, 

holy Incarnate One, 

abiding Comforter, ☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 

Amen.  
  

CLOSING SONG                      

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen/We Three Kings 
God rest ye merry, gentlemen, 

let nothing you dismay  

Remember, Christ our Saviour 

was born upon this day  

To save us all from Satan's power 

when we were gone astray 

 

O, tidings of comfort and joy  

Comfort and joy 

 O, tidings of comfort and joy 

 

From God our heavenly Father 

this blessed angel came  

And unto certain shepherds 

brought tidings of the same  

How that in Bethlehem was born 

the Son of God by name 

 

O, tidings of comfort and joy  

Comfort and joy  

O, tidings of comfort and joy 

 

O, star of wonder, star of night, 

star with royal beauty bright  

Westward leading, still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light 

 



Born a king on Bethlehem's plain, 

gold I bring to crown Him again  

King forever, ceasing never, 

over us all to reign 

 

O, star of wonder, star of night, 

star with royal beauty bright  

Westward leading, still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light 

 

Glorious now, behold Him arise  

King and God and sacrifice  

Hallelujah! Hallelujah, 

Worshipping God most high 

 

O, star of wonder, star of night  

Star with royal beauty bright  

Westward leading, still proceeding  

Guide us to thy perfect light 

 

God rest ye merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay  

God rest ye merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay  

God rest ye merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay 

 
Songwriters: Steven Page / Ed Robertson / Kevin Hearn / Jim Creeggan / Tyler Stewart / Dominio Publico God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen / We Three Kings lyrics © 

Warner Chappell Music, Inc CCLI License # 708394 

 

GOOD NEWS                           ASSISTING MINISTER  

 

DISMISSAL                                   ASSISTING MINISTER 

Glory to God in the highest! 

And peace to God’s people on earth! 

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 

Thanks be to God. 

 


