Sanctuary Worship Service
Second Sunday of Advent, December 7, 2025 8:00 AM

PRELUDE
DROP IN CHOIR

There is a Great Joy A Coming
There is a great joy a coming,
There is a great joy a coming,
There is a great joy a coming
To the whole people my Lord.

Glory, glory! Glory Glory!
Glory be to God in the highest,
Peace, good will toward men.

Buryl Red | Ragan Courtney © 1972. Renewed 2000 Van Ness Press, Inc. (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) CCLI License#708394

WELCOME PASTOR

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS PASTOR

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,

whose home 1s heaven and earth,

whose salvation is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God

and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Long-expected God,

we confess that we look to ourselves

for the peace and security only you can provide.
We reach for swords and spears,

reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war.
We become impatient while waiting

and weary of keeping awake.

Free us from self-reliance,

and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Increase our trust in God’s timing,

and awaken us to your advent among us,

that we may abound in the hope you have promised.
Amen.



God judges us not as we deserve,

but according to God’s own righteousness.
++ You are freed and forgiven,

saved by grace,

and ready to welcome the Savior.

Amen.

OPENING HYMN
On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry

ELW 249

On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry
announces that the Lord is nigh;
awake and hearken, for he brings
glad tidings of the King of kings!

Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin;
make straight the way for God within,
and let us all our hearts prepare
for Christ to come and enter there.

We hail you as our Savior, Lord,
our refuge and our great reward;
without your grace we waste away
like flow'rs that wither and decay.

Stretch forth your hand, our health restore,
and make us rise to fall no more;
oh, let your face upon us shine
and fill the world with love divine.

All praise to you, eternal Son,
whose advent has our freedom won,
whom with the Father we adore,
and Holy Spirit, evermore.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. Composite One License A-731020

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.

2 Glo-ry be to Christfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.

3 Ho-1ly One we now ac-claim you; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa - ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a- bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a -

dore you,

we lift high our

thanks and praise.

on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.

Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir - it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and

an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our

songs we raise.

firm

we stand.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;

in your prom-ise

For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

Lighting the Advent Wreath
We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our days of preparation for
Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, kindle within us the fire of your
Spirit, that we may be light shining in the darkness. Enlighten us with your grace, that we
may welcome others as you have welcomed us. Grant this through Christ our Lord,
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.

Light two candles.

Light One Candle
ELW 240
Light two candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness. He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,

gently lead them homeward.
Text: Wayne L. Wold, b.1954 Music: Yiddish folk tune Text c1984 Fortress Press One License 85955



PRAYER OF THE DAY PASTOR

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to
all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING ASSISTING MINISTER
Isaiah 11:1-10

" A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
*The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
’ His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see
or decide by what his ears hear,
*but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor
and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
> Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
®The wolf shall live with the lamb;
the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
the calf and the lion will feed together,
and a little child shall lead them.
"The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
® The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
’ They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.
'On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



RESPONSIVE READING ASSISTING MINISTER
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

! Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son;

’ that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice;

? that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness.
*Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the
oppressor.

° May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another.
°Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the
earth.

’In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace till the
moon shall be no more.

'“ Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; you alone do wondrous deeds!

" And blessed be your glorious name forever, and may all the earth be filled with your
glory. Amen. Amen.

SECOND READING ASSISTING MINISTER
Romans 15:4-13

* Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. > May the
God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus, © so that together you may with one voice glorify the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

’Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of
God. ®For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the
truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors ’ and that
the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles
and sing praises to your name”;
'“and again he says,
“Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”;
'and again,
“Praise the Lord, all you gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him”;
"> and again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the gentiles;
in him the gentiles shall hope.”
' May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
ELW 254 vs 1 (Tune ELW 392)

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;

from our fears and sins release us;
let us find our rest in thee.

Israel's strength and consolation,

hope of all the earth thou art,

dear desire of ev'ry nation,
joy of ev'ry longing heart.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, One License A-731020

The holy gospel according to Matthew the 3™ chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL PASTOR
Matthew 3:1-12

'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, * “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” ° This is the one of
whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord;

make his paths straight.” ”

*Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his
food was locusts and wild honey. ° Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region
around the Jordan were going out to him, ®and they were baptized by him in the River
Jordan, confessing their sins.

’But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he
said to them, ““You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming
wrath? ® Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, ’ and do not presume to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,” for I tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children to Abraham. '’ Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees;
therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the
fire.

' “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is
more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. '* His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his



threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
There’s a Voice in the Wilderness
ELW 255

There's a voice in the wilderness crying,
a call from the ways untrod:
Prepare in the desert a highway,

a highway for our God!

The valleys shall be exalted,
the lofty hills brought low;
make straight all the crooked places
where God, our God, may go!

O Jerusalem, herald good tidings,
ascend to the heights and sing!
Proclaim to a desolate people

the coming of their king.
Like flow'rs of the field we perish,
like grass our works decay;

the pow'r and the pomp of nations

shall pass like a dream away.

But the word of our Savior is faithful,
the arm of our God is strong,
who stands in the midst of the nations
and soon will right the wrong.
Lord, feed your flock like a shepherd,
the lambs so gently hold;
in pastures of peace now lead them,
and bring them to your fold.

Text: James Lewis Milligan, 1876-1961, alt. One License A-731020

APOSTLES’ CREED PASTOR

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the



virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ASSISTING MINISTER

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

OFFERING ASSISTING MINISTER
Ways to digitally give:
o Text: “ILC” to 73256 and fill out the form
e Online at www.ilcpville.org
e Realm app

SHARING OF THE PEACE OF THE LORD

OFFERTORY HYMN
He Came Down
ELW 253

He came down that we may have love;

he came down that we may have love;

he came down that we may have love;
hallelujah forevermore.

He came down that we may have light;

he came down that we may have light;

he came down that we may have light;
hallelujah forevermore.

He came down that we may have peace;

he came down that we may have peace;

he came down that we may have peace;
hallelujah forevermore.

He came down that we may have joy;

he came down that we may have joy;

he came down that we may have joy;
hallelujah forevermore.

Text: Cameroon traditional, One License A-731020


http://www.ilcpville.org/

OFFERING PRAYER PASTOR
Nourishing God,
you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,
that we may rejoice and be for the world
signs of your kingdom come.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW p. 206
The Lord be with you
And also with you
Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give our thanks and praise

HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 207
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION PASTOR

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us



our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD ELW 195
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
Music: Bread of Life, Jeremy Young, h. 1948
Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
COMMUNION PASTOR
COMMUNION HYMN
What Feast of Love
ELW 487

What feast of love is offered here,
what banquet come from heaven?
What food of everlasting life,
what gracious gift is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
the bread come down from heaven.
Oh, taste and see and sing!
How sweet the manna given!

What light of truth is offered here,
what covenant from heaven?
What hope of everlasting life,

what wondrous word is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
the sun come down from heaven.



Oh, see and hear and sing!
The Word of God is given!

What wine of love is offered here,
what crimson drink from heaven?
What stream of everlasting life,
what precious blood is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
the sweetest wine of heaven.
Oh, taste and see and sing!
The Son of God is given!

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland OR 97213. All rights reserved.
One License A-731020

From Heaven Above
ELW 268 (vs. 3,4,5,9,12)
"This is the Christ, God's Son most high,
who hears your sad and bitter cry,
who will himself your Savior be
and from all sin will set you free."

"The blessing that the Father planned
the Son holds in his infant hand,
that in his kingdom, bright and fair,
you may with us his glory share."

"These are the signs that you will see
to let you know that it is he:

in manger-bed, in swaddling clothes
the child who all the earth upholds."

O Lord, you have created all!
How did you come to be so small,
to sweetly sleep in manger-bed
where lowing cattle lately fed?

Ah, dearest Jesus, holy child,
prepare a bed, soft, undefiled,
a quiet chamber in my heart,
that you and I may never part.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. One License A-731020



You Satisfy the Hungry Heart

ELW 484

You satisfy the hungry heart
with gift of finest wheat.
Come give to us, O saving Lord,
the bread of life to eat.

As when the shepherd calls his sheep,
they know and heed his voice;
so when you call your fam'ly, Lord,
we follow and rejoice.

You satisfy the hungry heart
with gift of finest wheat.
Come give to us, O saving Lord,
the bread of life to eat.

With joyful lips we sing to you
our praise and gratitude
that you should count us worthy, Lord,
to share this heav'nly food.

You satisfy the hungry heart
with gift of finest wheat.
Come give to us, O saving Lord,
the bread of life to eat.

Is not the cup we bless and share
the blood of Christ outpoured?
Do not one cup, one loaf, declare
our oneness in the Lord?

You satisfy the hungry heart
with gift of finest wheat.
Come give to us, O saving Lord,
the bread of life to eat.

The myst'ry of your presence, Lord,
no mortal tongue can tell:
whom all the world cannot contain
comes 1n our hearts to dwell.

You satisfy the hungry heart
with gift of finest wheat.



Come give to us, O saving Lord,
the bread of life to eat.

You give yourself to us, O Lord;
then selfless let us be,
to serve each other in your name
in truth and charity.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997 Text © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia One License A-731020

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION PASTOR
God our host,
at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast,
welcome the stranger,
and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

BLESSING PASTOR
May God who comes among us,
Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit,
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness,
and good news to share today and always.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

Hark, the Glad Sound!
ELW 239 (v.1 & 4)

Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes,
the Savior promised long;
let ev'ry heart prepare a throne
and ev'ry voice a song.

Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace,
your welcome shall proclaim,
and heav'n's eternal arches ring
with your beloved name.

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751 One License A-731020

GOOD NEWS ASSISTING MINISTER



Soon and Very Soon
ELW 439

Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King.
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King.
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King.

Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King.
Hallelujah, hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah.

Text & Music Andrae Crouch, b. 1845 Text & Music C 1976 Bud John Songs, Inc./Crouch Music, adin. EMI Christian Music Publishing, One License A-731020

DISMISSAL ASSISTING MINISTER
Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.



