
Carols & Lessons, December 28, 2025  9:00 AM 
 

PRELUDE 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC         BOB TANNER 

 

WELCOME             PASTOR 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP          PASTOR 
Lord reigns, let the earth be glad. 

Let the distant shores rejoice! 
 

By your word all things were created each in its allotted space and time. You breathed 

life through your Spirit and in the whisper of the wind we are reminded of your Spirit’s 

continual presence. The Lord reigns let the earth be glad.  

Let the distant shores rejoice! 
 

The whole of creation declares your glory, Lord. A symphony of sound and color 

surround us if we will for a moment stand with eyes and ears attuned. The Lord reigns let 

the earth be glad.  

Let the distant shores rejoice! 
 

The whole of mankind declares your glory, Lord. Each precious son or daughter a unit of 

love in the currency of your family. The Lord reigns let the earth be glad.  

Let the distant shores rejoice! 
 

Now in our worship we declare your glory, Lord. Proclaim your Kingdom to the ends of 

the earth, your love to the highest mountain, your forgiveness to the depths of the sea. 

The Lord reigns let the earth be glad. 

Let the distant shores rejoice! 
 

CAROLS AND LESSONS 

First Carol    

O Come, All Ye Faithful 

ELW 283 (v. 1 & 2) 

O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him, 

born the king of angels: 
 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 
 



 

The highest, most holy, 

light of light eternal, 

born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

Son of the Father 

now in flesh appearing! 
 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2, One License A-731020   

 

First Lesson                   

Genesis 3:8-19        
8They heard the sound of the Lord GOD walking in the garden at the time of the evening 

breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord GOD 

among the trees of the garden. 9But the Lord GOD called to the man, and said to him, 

"Where are you?" 10He said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 

because I was naked; and I hid myself." 11He said, "Who told you that you were naked? 

Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?" 12The man said, 

"The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I 

ate." 13Then the Lord GOD said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The 

woman said, "The serpent tricked me, and I ate." 14The Lord GOD said to the serpent, 

"Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild 

creatures; 

 upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15I will put 

enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike 

your head, and you will strike his heel." 16To the woman he said, "I will greatly increase 

your pangs in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children, 

 yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you." 

 17And to the man he said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have 

eaten of the tree about which I commanded you, 'You shall not eat of it,' cursed is the 

ground because of you; 

 in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth 

for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. 

 19By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of 

it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return." 
 

Second Carol      

Savior of the Nations, Come 

ELW 263 (v. 1 & 6) 
Savior of the nations, come; 

virgin's son, make here your home. 

Marvel now, O heav'n and earth: 



 

God has chosen such a birth. 
 

Praise we sing to Christ the Lord, 

virgin's son, incarnate Word! 

To the holy Trinity 

praise we sing eternally! 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. hymnal version Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. One License A-731020   

 

Second Lesson                 

Genesis 22:15-18                            
15The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16and said, "By 

myself I have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld 

your son, your only son, 17I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as 

numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your 

offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, 18and by your offspring shall all the 

nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice." 
 

Third Carol       

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

ELW 272 (v. 1& 4) 
Lo, how a rose e'er blooming 

from tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse's lineage coming 

as seers of old have sung, 

it came, a flow'r so bright, 

amid the cold of winter, 

when half-spent was the night. 
 

O Savior, child of Mary, 

who felt our human woe; 

O Savior, king of glory, 

who dost our weakness know: 

bring us at length, we pray, 

to the bright courts of heaven 

and into endless day. 
Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth, 1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 1876-1948, st. 4, One License A-731020   

 

Third Lesson                    

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7        
 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has shined. 6For a child has 

been born for us, a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 



 

 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of 

David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with 

righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts 

will do this. 

Fourth Carol           

Love Has Come 

ELW 292 (v. 1& 3) 
Love has come—a light in the darkness! 

Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 

See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 

hear how their song of joy arises: 

Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! 

Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 
 

Love has come and never will leave us! 

Love is life everlasting and free. 

Love is Jesus within and among us. 

Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 

Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; 

Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 
Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950 Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695, One License A-731020   

 

Fourth Lesson                    

Isaiah 11: 1-4a, 6-9       
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

 the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He 

shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4but with 

righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall 

kill the wicked. 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the 

kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 

 7The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall 

eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the 

weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 9They will not hurt or destroy on all 

my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

 as the waters cover the sea. 
 

Fifth Carol    

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

ELW 276 
Infant holy, infant lowly, 



 

for his bed a cattle stall; 

oxen lowing, little knowing 

Christ the child is Lord of all. 

Swiftly winging, angels singing, 

bells are ringing, tidings bringing: 

Christ the child is Lord of all! 

Christ the child is Lord of all! 
 

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping 

vigil till the morning new 

saw the glory, heard the story, 

tidings of a gospel true. 

Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, 

praises voicing, greet the morrow: 

Christ the child was born for you! 

Christ the child was born for you! 
Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt. One License A-731020   

 

Fifth Lesson                   

Luke 1:26-35, 38         
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 

The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! 

The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what 

sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 

High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign 

over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to 

the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy 

Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 38Then Mary 

said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then 

the angel departed from her. 
 

Sixth Carol        

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

ELW 265 (v. 1 & 4) 
The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

with wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: 

"All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, 

most highly favored lady." Gloria! 
 

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 



 

in Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, 

and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 

"Most highly favored lady." Gloria! 
Text: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924, One License A-731020   

 

Sixth Lesson                        

Luke 2:1-7           
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 

the inn. 
 

Seventh Carol     

Away in a Manger 

ELW 277 (v. 1 & 3) 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care 

and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 
Text: North American, 19th cent. One License A-731020   

 

Seventh Lesson                      

Luke 2:8-16         
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for 

see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this 

day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for 

you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 

saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 

favors!" 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 



 

Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 

the child lying in the manger. 
 

Eighth Carol    

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  

ELW 270 (v. 1 & 3) 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn king; 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled." 

Joyful, all you nations, rise; 

join the triumph of the skies; 

with angelic hosts proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
   

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn king!" 
   

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! 

Hail the Sun of righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

ris'n with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

born that we no more may die, 

born to raise each child of earth, 

born to give us second birth. 
   

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn king!" 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. One License A-731020   

 

Eighth Lesson                   

Matthew 2:1-11     
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 

the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When 

King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling 

together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 

Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 

written by the prophet: 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is 

to shepherd my people Israel.'" 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned 

from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 

saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me 



 

word so that I may also go and pay him homage." 9When they had heard the king, they 

set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 

stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, 

they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 

his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 

chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 

Ninth Carol    

We three Kings of Orient Are 

WOV 646 (v. 1 & 2) 
 We three kings of Orient are; 

bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, 

following yonder star. 
 

Oh, star of wonder, star of night, 

star with royal beauty bright; 

westward leading, still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light! 
 

 Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain, 

gold I bring to crown him again; 

king forever, ceasing never, 

over us all to reign.   
 

Oh, star of wonder, star of night, 

star with royal beauty bright; 

westward leading, still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light! 
Text: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891, alt. One License A-731020   

 

Ninth Lesson                       

John 1:1-14         
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 

without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, 

and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

did not overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came 

as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was 

not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens 

everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world came into 

being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and 

his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his 

name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the 



 

will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 

as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 
 

OFFERING                             PASTOR 

Ways to digitally give:                              
• Text: “ILC” to 73256 and fill out the form 

• Online at www.ilcpville.org 

• Realm app 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

Holy Child within the Manger 

WOV 638 
Holy Child within the manger, 

long ago yet ever near; 

come as friend to ev’ry stranger, 

come as hope for ev’ry fear. 

As you lived to heal the broken, 

greet the outcast, free the bound, 

as you taught us love unspoken, 

teach us now where you are found. 

 

Once again we tell the story-- 

how your love for us was shown, 

when the image of your glory 

wore an image like our own. 

Come, enlighten with your wisdom, 

come and fill us with your grace. 

May the fire of your compassion 

kindle ev’ry land and race. 

 

Holy Child within the manger, 

lead us ever in your way, 

so we see in ev’ry stranger 

how you come to us today. 

In our lives and in our living 

give us strength to live as you, 

that our hearts might be forgiving 

and our spirits strong and true. 
 

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. One License A-731020 

 

OFFERING PRAYER          PASTOR 

http://www.ilcpville.org/


 

God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. 

Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may 

rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                 PASTOR 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                  PASTOR  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

BLESSING            PASTOR  
The triune God, 

glorious Mystery, 

holy Incarnate One, 

abiding Comforter, 

☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 

Amen. 
 

CAROL        

Go, Tell it On the Mountain      

ELW 290 (v. 1 & 3) 

Go tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and ev'rywhere; 

go tell it on the mountain 

that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

While shepherds kept their watching 

o'er silent flocks by night, 

behold, throughout the heavens 

there shone a holy light. 
 

Go tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and ev'rywhere; 

go tell it on the mountain 

that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

Down in a lonely manger 



 

the humble Christ was born; 

and God sent us salvation 

that blessed Christmas morn. 
 

Go tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and ev'rywhere; 

go tell it on the mountain 

that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt. One License A-731020   

 

DISMISSAL             PASTOR 

Glory to God in the highest! 

And peace to God’s people on earth! 

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 

Thanks be to God. 
 


